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PART I: THE AVERY YEARS, 1927-1952
Compiled and Annotated
By
David B. Field
Overseer of Lands
Maine Appalachian Trail Club
1945
PREFACE
Many of the original letters that I have transcribed were hand-written, and often difficult to read.
Most anything enclosed in brackets [ ] is one of my comment inserts. An insert “[?]” indicates
that I just could not read a word or section in the original letter. (In a few cases, the author of a
typed manuscript used brackets within a quoted passage but it should be clear from the context
that these are not my comments.) I have used braces { } to enclose hand-written marginal notes
in otherwise typed manuscript and also to enclose footnotes in the original material. Throughout,
I have corrected obvious typos but have not changed misspellings and abbreviations that reflect
the culture of the times and places. Except for these items, the text included in “THE WRITTEN
RECORD” are verbatim transcriptions of the original documents as best as I was able to read
them.
SUMMARY
The year begins with continued accounts of war-related shortages and ends with the aftermath of
VE and VJ day. The year brought many changes among the sporting camps along the Trail, with
some still closed and others doing a booming business. Leon Potter, proprietor of Antler’s
Camps, died of cancer early in the year. I transcribed Fred Clifford’s final letter, written in his
nearly indecipherable scrawl in September. He drowned in Rainbow Lake later in the fall.
Adelaide Story at West Carry Pond Camps continued her wonderful, newsy letters that provide
fascinating insight into the life and times. This was another year in which the files appear to have
many missing letters—only Avery’s responses to them.
Avery made another two-week Trail maintenance trip to Maine in late August and early
September with 10 members of what he insists on calling the “Washington Contingent of the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club.” These were really Potomac Appalachian Trail Club trips.
Avery, promoted to Captain late in the year, flew to Europe in July and visited England, France,
and Germany. His observations on the German condition in Bremerhaven are interesting.
Avery renewed an appeal to the Wilderness Society’s Howard Zahniser to publish, in The Living
Wilderness, Avery’s argument for National Park status for the Katahdin area. He also continued
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his battle with the A.M.C. over their re-publication of their Katahdin Guide, which Avery
insisted should be abandoned in deference to his Katahdin Guide. His 16 June letter to A.M.C.
Guide Editor Howard Goff was truly mean-spirited. Goff answered with a very gracious letter on
12 September, to which Avery responded with a really nasty letter on 15 November. At the same
time, he continued to submit material to the A.M.C. journal Appalachia for publication, notably a
lengthy story about the Traveler, a mountain north of Katahdin, and its surroundings, as well as
“Maine’s Second Mountain”, an article about the Bigelow Range. An article in the Appalachian
Trail Conference’s Appalachian Trailway News reviewed the controversial Maine Guide Law in
detail.
Game warden Earland Winter cleared the Trail between Sugarloaf and Spaulding that had been
in such bad shape that the section from Bigelow Village to Orbeton Stream had been posted as
“impassable”. After walking over the Trail route south of Horns Pond, Avery began to express
regret at using so many old tote roads for the A.T. route because of the difficulty of keeping them
cleared of brush.
THE WRITTEN RECORD
January 2, 1945. Stanley B. Attwood, Lewiston, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
Have nearly closed a contract for the book. Looks like I can retail it for $5. For a while I was afraid it would
cost more than that to get it published. Two very good houses recently have turned it down because they are
crowded on composition but both liked the idea and were willing to look at the manuscript later if it were
available.
Along about the first of February I will express the MAC collection to you at this address, providing you
think it can be displayed in a worth while manner. It has 96 mounts, each 16 inches wide, which means 128
running feet of tables on which to lay it out. Of course, if the tables are wide enough, it can be run on both
sides. Or, half of it can be shown, then put aside, and the other half laid out. It has been displayed on tables
several times satisfactorily.
You don’t need a narrator. The mountain names appear at the top of each page. Mostly they are Katahdin,
Bigelow, Mahoosuc Trail, Baldpate, and Gooseneck Ridge, the trail from the Littlehale Farm on the Sunday
River Road toward Goose Eye. The essential information is on each mount. Your program chairman has no
conception of the size and weight of these albums nor of my ability/inability to hop around the country.
I don't expect to get within speaking distance of Baldpate this Summer. However, if you will tell me a little
more definitely just which signs you mean, I will see what can be done.
{Thanks for offer of book notice in Trailway News. Will you kindly return the enclosed outline.}
January 2, 1945. Frank I. Cowan, Attorney General State of Maine, to Jean Stephenson.
Dear Madam:
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I have your letter of December 12th and have examined the article in Appalachia. I note that
during a time when the forests were closed, a group went in without permission and that they
also took along an army field range in which to have an outdoor fire.
The Statute, in Public Laws of 1931, Chapter 180, Section 1, provides:
“The Governor…..may.....prohibit smoking and building fires out of doors….

"

Section 2 provides:
"…..whoever during the close season fixed by proclamation of the Governor…..smokes
or builds fires out of doors in the woods shall be punished by a fine of not less than
$10.00 nor more than $100.00 and costs for each offense."
The Statute does not provide that the individual may judge for himself whether or not the ban on
smoking and building fires should continue in his particular area. During the 1944 ban, there
were several areas in the State where extensive local rains encouraged people to feel that the ban
was not needed. Nevertheless, those areas were so limited in extent that they were not opened.
The use of Primus stoves, army field ranges, fire pots and any other devices for having an out-ofdoor fire is contrary to law when used in an area that is closed to such fires. So is smoking.
Thank you for calling this matter to my attention. I hope you will give some publicity to the
proper interpretation of the law, because in my experience true nature lovers are among our most
law-abiding citizens.
January 7, 1945. Myron Avery to Stanley B. Attwood
Dear Stan:
I have shown your letter of January 2nd and the enclosures to Miss Stephenson, who in addition
to her duties as editor of Appalachian Trailway News is Headquarters Chairman of the P. A. T.
C., which pays the rent for "A.T.C. Headquarters". She says, with respect to the exhibit, as
follows:
“The exhibits would be most interesting and I am sure that the number of persons coming into
Headquarters over a period of a month would mean it would be viewed by sufficient number to
justify the sending of it here. We could arrange for the space to be available. The only problem
would be the expense of getting it here. Could the Maine Alpine Club take care of that? Have
you any idea how much it would cost? If Mr. Attwood should send it, we would arrange an
"invitation opening night", and then leave it on exhibition for a given space thereafter. From his
description I think our exhibit racks, used for photographic exhibitions in the past, would solve
the problem of display. We could arrange it for any time that it would suit him to have it here, as
I have spoken to the Program Chairman, Miss Kunz, and her plans are sufficiently flexible to
permit this to take precedence over some other features arranged for the remainder of the winter
and spring."

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1945 – Compiled by David Field – Page

3

The signs to which I referred were those from Grafton Notch west to Old Speck. Miss Park, who
is in Florida for reasons of her health, sent to you, I believe, before she left, a revised copy of the
sign list, so you can readily locate the ones to which I refer. The question is one which anyone
who climbs Old Speck can answer.
Keep us posted as to the developments with the magnum opus.
January 7, 1945. Myron Avery to Charles Warner, 764 Rock St., Fall River, Mass.
Dear Charlie:
It is good to hear from you again. Our last contact I think was when I talked to you over the
telephone when you were in Fall River.
I really feel that my publicity campaign as to my residence must have been less effective that I
had thought. I have in mind your comment to Miss Stephenson as to not knowing where to reach
me. Past, present and future, Lubec, Maine, is a permanent address. That is apart from the fact
that somebody at the Trail Conference headquarters might have a suspicion of the whereabouts
of the one-time chairman and be able to forward mail to him!
You are really lucky that the hard-boiled editor doesn't say that if you read your Appalachian
Trailway News you wouldn't have to ask Mr. Avery’s address. Apparently mail does not always
catch up with you and so I am enclosing a reprint of the Church article; the bibliographical note
will account for the last two years. You are quite right; it is a changed world when Appalachia
would print anything even slightly commendatory of the gentleman from Maine!
I have had one break during the past two years and as the accounts in the P.A.T.C. Bulletin and
Appalachian Trailway News are better than I can write, I have sent them on to you. I am now
once again moving around the country a great deal and expect to be on the West Coast in March
or April. I am frequently in Boston and if you will post me on your itinerary we would have an
opportunity to talk over the good old days.
Your many friends in Washington would like to see you make good on your promise to stop here.
January 9, 1945. Whitt Biggs, 8 Glenville Ave., Allston, Mass., to Myron Avery [Handwritten]
Dear Com. Avery:
I am writing this letter to inquire as to employment along the trail in Maine for my friend and me.
We are seventeen and sixteen years of age respectively.
The type of work desired is patrolling, but we would appreciate it if you could inform us of any
such work; or, any other type of work that is needed.
We can furnish letters of recommendation as we have had such a job for a smaller organization.
We would appreciate your giving us a chance very much. Thanking you for your services,
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January 15, 1945. Myron Avery to Whitt Biggs.
Dear Mr. Biggs:
I have your letter of 9 January 1945 with respect to employment on The Appalachian Trail in
Maine.
I am interested in your desire to find work in the woods during the summer. I am not quite sure
what you have in mind by the word "patrolling”. Most of the trail work in Maine is a matter of
clearing bushes and logs. Much of it has been done by volunteer parties. I am sending you a copy
of APPALACHIAN TRAILWAY NEWS which will tell of work which was accomplished last
year. Where hired help has been used, it has been local help by people who are familiar with the
woods. If you have not been in the state it would be quite a problem to make use of your services
until you had seen trail crews in action and knew something of what to do. Perhaps when the war
is over, if you are still interested, it would be possible to use your services after you have
acquired some training.
There is a possibility that there will be a trip of the character described in APPALACHIAN
TRAILWAY NEWS next summer. I would suggest that you write me in July if you have not
made other arrangements for the summer.
With the situation the way it is, I do not think it would be practicable to attempt to start two of
you in without any knowledge of the terrain or what is needed. This is making all allowances for
your experience and ability.
January 15, 1945. Jean Stephenson to Everett Greaton, Maine Development Commission.
Dear Mr. Greaton:
I should have written you before to ask the situation with respect to the Sportsmans Shows.
When does the exhibition at New York occur?
You will remember that on one occasion we prepared a panel exhibit. Our talent in this direction
has gone to the Armed Services. We would like, however, to see if it would be possible to work
out some method whereby our Maine Guide and Katahdin Reprint could be prominently
exhibited.
We wish to keep these publications current. To do so requires a turnover in the present stock. We
view these exhibits as an unusual opportunity and I hope the time may come when the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club exhibit will be as much a fixture as that of the Commission of Inland
Fisheries and Game.
I know we can count on your help and if you will let me know the prospects I will see what we
can do in the limited time that no doubt remains.
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I saw a rather ambiguous notice in the Portland paper, to the effect that Senator Brewster was
introducing you to the Maine Delegation and to the Maine Club. We did not quite know what
this meant. Commander Avery is still in Washington and thought he would have had word of any
activity. If you were here I am sorry we did not know it, so we would have had an opportunity to
show you Appalachian Trail Conference Headquarters, etc.
January 21, 1945. Whitt Briggs to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Com. Avery:
In reply of your letter on the 15th day of January, 1945.
By the word “patrolling”, I merely meant that the A.T.C. Inc., might be able to use a few
younger fellas, since a lot of the boys are gone in the service. We had hopes of covering different
parts of the trail that the crew can’t. We could travel up and down the trail to see that the lean-tos
are not damaged, to remove anything that is blocking the trail, to mark detours because of beaver
dams, etc. This is the type of work we had hoped for.
January 22, 1945. Myron Avery to Ludwig Moorehead, Newport News S.S. & D.D. Co., 90
Broad Street, New York City.
Dear Lud:
We may be asking for a lot of trouble but we have grown rather weary of all these erroneous
expositions of the Maine Guide Laws. I have tried to tell both sides of the story. If I have omitted
anything which can be said in the way of damning the law and the way it works out, I am sure
you can supply it.
I also plead guilty to the charge of being weary of having the potent A.M.C. openly flaunt the
provisions which others of us must respect. Hence the two articles, which are intended for the
May Appalachian Trailway News. After their publication, I may have to leave the country!
Copy to Clair Sawtelle.
Dear Sawtelle:
I know this will interest you. The editor, whose caustic comments on our style has been passed
on to you, has expressed full approval of my consulting you. I hope you will go to work on this.
January 22, 1945. Myron Avery to “Mr. Farris”.
My dear Mr. Farris:
I have noted from the Maine newspapers your election as Attorney-General and I wish to add
mine to the congratulations which you are receiving on your elevation to that position.
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If you have not already done so, you may find it somewhat a matter of surprise to learn that your
duties include the management of the area in the Katahdin region under state ownership in the
form of the Baxter State Park. With the Forest Commissioner, with whom I have a long personal
acquaintance, and the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Game, you will find yourself a
member of a board of three to supervise the area. You may already have a personal acquaintance
with the area.
As a resident of Maine (Lubec), I have traveled extensively In the Katahdin area. It is also of
much interest as the northern terminus of The Appalachian Trail. The Guidebook to the 260
miles of Appalachian Trail across Maine and the Katahdin Reprint from this Guide, constitute
the most detailed account of the area. I had thought that it might be of assistance to you to have
this material available for your own use. I have sent it forward to you under separate cover.
Katahdin is a mountain which has many devotees. You will be interested to know that its
literature is more extensive than that of any other North American mountain. The Katahdin
Bibliography, which has been forwarded to you, comprises some 80-odd pages; it will serve to
illustrate this point. The Appalachian Trail Conference also has a very extensive Kodachrome
slide collection of the Katahdin area. We have a master set, accompanied by a typed lecture, of
some 100 slides. If it should be of interest to you, we would be glad to forward this.
The Guide To The Appalachian Trail In Maine, at p. 2-4, affords some account of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club, which sponsored the Guidebook. The maintenance of the Trail in Maine,
due to the war situation, is attendant with very considerable difficulty because of the dispersion
of personnel through war activities. We have suffered particularly in western Maine, where the
Bates College Outing Club, under the direction of Prof. W. H. Sawyer, Jr., had maintained forty
miles of trail from Saddleback Mountain to the Andover-B Hill Road. Changes in the college
schedule has made impossible continuance of the Club's work.
By way of introduction, I may say that I am an admiralty lawyer, in Naval uniform for the
duration. Being stationed in Washington, however, has afforded me an opportunity to keep in
touch with Trail developments. We are anticipating very considerable increase in Trail travel at
the end of hostilities.
Since our publication, Appalachian Trailway News, carries items relative to Maine, such as
account of the Maine work trip in August of the past year, your name has been added to our
Mailing list. If you prefer to have some address other than your office in Augusta used, will you
kindly advise us.
Copies to Prof. W. H. Sawyer, Jr., O. O. Heard
{Sent one Guide 554, K. Reprint, map case, Silver Aisle, Suggestions, No. 17, Message, Church
article, 1944 A.T.N., K. Bit}
January 23, 1945. Jean Stephenson, Editor, Appalachian Trailway News, to Hon. Frank I.
Cowan, Exchange Street, Portland, Maine
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Dear Mr. Cowan:
I am much indebted to you for your letter, of January 2, in response to mine with respect to the
use of stoves, etc., as a compliance with the statutes governing fires in the woods.
We, too, share your concern over increasing violations of these statutes, and feel we are in a
position to spread your word to hiking clubs as well as to individual users of the trails.
We have given considerable thought to the presentation of the subject and the enclosed articles,
which will appear in the May APPALACHIAN TRAILWAY NEWS represent the initial steps
we will take in this campaign to correct erroneous concepts and to obtain the type of observance
which should particularly be expected from hiking clubs.
Of course, any suggestions, corrections, or supplementary comments or points of emphasis will
be greatly appreciated.
From your Knowledge of the Katahdin area and your interest in preserving the Maine woods, we
all greatly regret that the State has lost the benefit of your services.
LIGHTING FIRES IN THE MAINE WOODS
The December, 1944, Appalachia, journal of the Appalachian Mountain Club 1, in reporting on
an excursion of 27 members to The Traveler region, an unorganized township, discussed the
apprehension over the effect of the Governor’s fire ban as follows:
"The first three days, cooking was done August Camp style, in front of an open fire, * * *. Then
an army field range, vintage of 1917, was set up, which had been brought in in case the drought
had persisted and prevented the building of any open fires (the Governor had by proclamation
officially closed the woods August 16th). This proved even more efficient. But, because of the
rain, we were also able to have a big campfire every evening; * * .”
Several inquiries were immediately made as to whether the use of various types of stoves would
keep one from violating the Statutes. This being a matter of interpretation of the law, it was
referred to the Attorney General of the State of Maine. In response, the following letter was
received.
“I have your letter of December 12th and have examined the article in Appalachia.
I note that during a time when the forests were closed, a group went in without permission and
that they also took along an army field range in which to have an outdoor fire.
"The Statute, in Public Laws of 1931, Chapter 180, Section 1, provides:
‘The Governor ....... may ...... prohibit smoking and building fires out of doors…..”
1

The Appalachian Mountain Club, of Boston, is one of the oldest mountaineering groups in the
country. Recently, by an arrangement between the Baxter State Park authorities and the Club, it
assumed responsibility for the maintenance of certain trails in the Katahdin area.
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Section 2 provides:
‘…..whoever during the close season fixed by proclamaton of the Governor.....smokes or builds
fires out of doors in the woods shall be punished by a fine of not less than $10.00 nor more than
$100.00 and costs for each offense.’
The State does not provide that the individual may judge for himself whether or not the ban on
smoking and building fires should continue in his particular area. During the 1944 ban, there
were several areas in the State where extensive local rains encouraged people to feel that the ban
was not needed. Nevertheless, those areas were so limited in extent that they were not opened.
"The use of Primus stoves, army field ranges, fire pots and any other devices for having an outof-door fire is contrary to law when used in an area that is closed to such fires. So is smoking.
"Thank you for calling this matter to my attention. I hope you will give some publicity to the
proper interpretation of the law, because in my experience true nature lovers are among our most
law-abiding citizens.
Very truly yours,
Frank I. Cowan
Attorney General."
The above ruling should definite settle this matter. In the Maine woods, fire is fire, no matter
what kind of a container is used for it. Hikers should be most careful to observe the law in every
detail.
THE MAINE GUIDE LAWS AND APPLICATION TO TRAIL USERS
{Revision after Cowan letter of Jan. 26,1945}
[To insure complete accuracy of statement, this article, prior to publication was submitted to Hon.
Frank I. Cowan, retiring Attorney General of the State of Maine. Mr. Cowan, from participation
in the management of the Katahdin area as a member of the Baxter State Park Commission, and
from visits to the area, has a wide personal knowledge of the Katahdin region. APPALACHIAN
TRAILWAY NEWS, September, 1941, printed a tribute to the Katahdin area by Mr. Cowan,
based on a trip there with the then Governor Sewall. His concern with the increasing instances of
violations of the Maine Guide Laws will be apparent from his letter printed on p.
]
APPALACHIAN TRAIL NEWS has concluded it would be of value to hiking groups to present
a detailed explanation of the much discussed "Maine Guide Laws". The article is intended to
present an exact and clarifying statement of the requirements of the Maine Statutes, with an
explanation of the fundamental purposes sought to be attained by the legislation. There are few
subjects of interest to trail users as to which there is apparently abroad so much
misunderstanding.
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Briefly, the Maine Guide Laws prohibit non-residents from lighting fires on the "wild lands”.
This prohibition has been the subject of unrestricted criticism. It has been denounced as dog-inthe-manger legislation. It has been said that it was intended only to create employment for Maine
woodsmen. It has been said that its practical effect - as a means of forest fire protection - is nil. It
has been charged (and often with good justification) that the non-resident fisherman or hunter is
inherently more careful with fire in the woods than is the Maine "native". It has been said that
statistics show that the extensive forest fires in Maine have been caused by native lumbermen or
by employees of Maine corporations.
Those assailing the wisdom of the legislation continue their attack by classing it with the
provisions of the Maine Constitution which prohibit the export from Maine of electric power
generated in the state. It has been said that the legislation, which excludes non-residents from the
use of the Maine woods, is as unconstitutional as West Virginia's attempt to prohibit the export
of natural gas. It has been attacked as "class legislation", in that it tends to limit the use of
Maine's recreational facilities to those of sufficient wealth to pay $10 a day or more for a guide.
The "less fortunate", who would abide by the Maine laws, consequently find themselves unable
to fish or hunt in Maine. Pyramiding the charges, it is said to illustrate Maine’s failure to provide
facilities for recreation except at the expense of those who are attracted to the state by the very
extensive advertising of the Maine Publicity Bureau and the Maine Development Commission.
Sportsmen, with long acquaintance with the state, claim that the charges for a guide are
increasing to a "racket" proportion. From the days when Frederick E. Church went to Katahdin
with the foremost American landscape painters, in 1877 {See “Artists At Katahdin”, by Myron H.
Avery, In The Maine Woods, 1941.}, guides' wages have increased from $1.50 to $7.00 a day.
On this figure there are pyramided items of seemingly fictitious character, such as guide's board
and lodging, so that the total daily charge becomes from $10 to $12 per day. The result is a
situation beyond the range of the law-abiding "underprivileged" devotee of the Maine woods.
Then, too, continues the sportsman, "the old order passeth". The "sport" does not mind paying
for guides of the old school — white-water men, loggers and woodsmen of outstanding
experience. But, to-day, the so-called "guide" is too often only a townsman or city dweller,
seeking a vacation and less-experienced in woodcraft, canoemanship and knowledge of the
terrain than the party he seeks to guide. It is all in all a piece of "Yankee business" of questioned
ultimate smartness.
All who have traveled in the Maine woods, have heard these charges repeated with much
conviction. They are admittedly serious charges. They offer for many a justification for the
attempted evasion of the law. These charges, at least, indicate the necessity for fundamental
considerations of paramount policy to justify existence of such legislation and the continuance of
the policy. These considerations will now be set forth.
The fundamental purpose of the Maine Guide Laws is conservation. They seek to protect the
state’s great asset — its Forest Lands comprising almost two-thirds of the entire state. The state's
financial structure, its great lumbering industry, as well as the fishing, hunting and recreational
use of the forests, all depend on maintaining the forests inviolate from the ravages of fire. No
other justification is required. Criticism of the caustic character above set forth comes from those
who are hit by the legislation where it hurts--their pocket-books. The objectors are those, who for
selfish reasons and their own gain, would imperil the rights of hundreds of thousands. The Maine
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Guide Laws are not recent legislation; the basic prohibition is old. It goes back to
. These
were the days of the blazing campfires kept burning throughout the night, with their attendant
dangers. The hunter and fisherman of those days had not acquired the camping lore which has
developed with the school of light-weight camping equipment and kindred advances in technique.
The potential source of danger would be the city resident, unfamiliar with the hazards of forest
fire; for example, one who did not know that May before the leaves come out is a danger season.
Like the so-called "goofer" from the city, totally unequipped for conditions to be met, whose
climbs of the Presidential Range under adverse weather conditions, necessitate unremunerated
labor and effort of rescue parties (featured in the newspapers and outing club periodicals), the
non-resident was a potent source of danger. He could be regulated. The State could insist that, if
its natural resources were to be utilized by the non-resident, such use be conditioned upon the
exercise of proper safeguards. The Maine Guide Laws represent a proper and completely
constitutional exercise of the police power. Under a doctrine peculiar to Maine and
Massachusetts, the "freeholder" or resident has had from the days of the Colonial Ordinances the
right of access for fishing and fowling to "great ponds", that is, a body of water of over ten acres
in extent.
It is a policy of common good as contrasted with benefit to particular individuals. Of course,
unfortunate events have sometimes resulted. However, viewed from the broad purpose to be
served - Maine forest protection - there can be no justifiable objection to the fundamental
purpose of the restrictions.
In view of the misconceptions which have been publicized, it seems appropriate to make a
precise statement of what can and cannot be done under the Maine Guide Laws. The exact
provision (Sec. 51, Chap. 38, Rev. Stat. of 1930) reads:
"Non-residents shall not kindle fires upon any unorganized township, while engaged in camping,
fishing or hunting from May 1st to December 1st, without being in charge of a registered guide,
except at public camp sites maintained by the forestry department. No guide shall at the same
time guide or be employed by more than 3 non-residents in hunting."
Initially the legislation affected only hunting and fishing. Criticism has increased since the Act
was amended to include the category of "camping". Just why "camping" was inserted in the Act
cannot be explained at this date. There is no legislative history. The term first appeared in a
compilation of the Maine Hunting and Fishing Laws. The Attorney General then held that, since
the compilation was not intended to revise the pre-existing law, the insertion of the word
"camping" did not make any change. The entire compilation, however, was shortly thereafter reenacted, thus producing the result of an amendment to the prior law. Since 1933 "campers" and
"hikers" have been within the provisions of the Maine Guide Laws. As few hikers manifest
interest in fishing or hunting, for parties along The Appalachian Trail route until 1933 the Maine
Guide laws were of no concern.
Some specific points as to the Act should be noted. It applies only to the period between May 1
and December 1. Fire means fire; the character of the fire is immaterial. The Attorney-General
has ruled that devices such as primus or sterno stores violate the law; so does a portable camp
stove.
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The prohibition goes only to lighting fires. It applies only to unorganized townships. A map of
Maine indicates the organized and unorganized towns. The unorganized towns are in the
northern part of the state, some in the Hancock-Washington County wilderness of southeastern
Maine. One could camp in the organized towns of Caratunk, Blanchard, and Monson, which are
on the Trail route. K-rations and fireless camps will keep parties fully within the requirements of
the statute in the unorganized townships.
Public campsites maintained by the Forestry Department constitute a medium for meeting the
regulations and a recognition that some solution of the problem must be sought. These campsites
are located throughout the state. {A folder listing all public campsites in the state may be
obtained from the Maine Forest Service, Augusta, Maine.} There are many on the canoe routes,
such as the Allagash. The lean-tos along The Appalachian Trail have been designated as public
campsites by the Maine authorities. Thus, the statute does not present any problem to the trail
user who schedules his journeying according to location of these structures. There is, admittedly,
a gap in this chain, between Nahmakanta Lake and Moxie Bald Mountain, as is pointed out at p.
23 of Guide To The Appalachian Trail In Maine. However, the two towns in Maine through
which the Trail passes are in this gap and the expense of one or two sporting camps does not
seem an undue imposition on the budget of one who travels to Maine to make this trip.
0f course, travelers who procure accommodations at sporting camps and dispense with the noon
lunch campfire, as is the fashion these days, comply fully with the Maine Guide Laws.
(Parenthetically, it may be said that all Maine Appalachian Trail Club work trips have been
conducted in absolute compliance with the Maine Guide Laws and any existing bans.) Such
violations as have occurred have not been associated with Appalachian Trail use but apart from it.
They can be ascribed to the desire to camp and "explore" in areas where no facilities exist.
Where prosecution for violations has resulted, there has been severe criticism. A notable instance
was the very remarkable journey of a Washington (D.C.) Court of Claims shorthand reporter,
who after four years of trial, attained his objective of reaching Mt. Katahdin by an undeviating
course south from the northern point of the state. His fine of $125 has deterred him from further
adventures in the Maine woods.
The problem is acute for Katahdin visitors. As Guide To The Appalachian Trail In Maine points
out, only at Katahdin Stream and Chimney Pond are there public campsites. Fires by nonresidents at the lean-to in the Northwest Basin are violations of the Statute. Campsites on the
route to Katahdin are listed at p. 5-110 of the Guide. The exact status of Abol Field and Foster
Campground is open to serious question. By reason of the extensive use of the Katahdin area, it
would seem most desirable that the situation be clarified and the number of official campsites in
that area be increased. The trail traveler who wishes scrupulously to respect at all times the
statutes of the state whose guest he is need feel no concern. The wide variation between the law
and the practice in the Katahdin region illustrates an unfortunate aspect of the situation.
There is a further provision of the Maine statutes, which has been alluded to as a potential source
of difficulty. This provision (R.S. 1944, Ch. 85, Sec. 35) reads:
"Whoever kindles a fire on land not his own, without consent of the owner, forfeits ten dollars."
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Maine residents and licensed guides are not exempt from this statute. It is no more than an
instance of private ownership. Any use of land in Maine, save under the protection of the 1648-9
ordinance, or in California, without the owner's consent would render the user subject to a civil
action for trespass with uncertain results. Thus, one who has fully complied with the Maine
Guide Laws finds himself at times subject to this potential liability. It is, of course, impossible
for a trail traveler to comply with this provision by obtaining advance consent of all landowners.
At The Appalachian Trail campsites, the owners' permission for the erection of the structure has
been obtained. All that can be said in answer to criticism of this statute is that there is virtually
no record of prosecution under it. Practically, this statute has added nothing to the burden of
those who travel the Maine woods.
There is a further aspect of the Maine Guide and Fire Laws. With seeming increasing frequency,
the Governor of Maine has issued "bans" with respect to the use of the woods. These are
necessitated by drouth and fire conditions. Times of hazard concur with the fishing season and
when camping in the Maine woods offers maximum enjoyment. These proclamations or "bans”
are of varying character, as dictated by the exigencies of the situation. Some merely prohibit
smoking and lighting of fires "In the woods". When conditions are more serious, travel in the
woods is sometimes totally restricted. This type of "ban" imposes considerable hardship on the
proprietors of sporting camps, in that the movements of their guests are restricted.
The 1944 Maine Legislature, appreciating the need for a system of public reservations, providing
access without charge, such as exist in New York and other New England states, appointed a
legislative committee to survey the recreational program of the state. This committee
recommended, as noted in the January, 1944, APPALACHIAN TRAILWAY NEWS, the
acquisition of substantial public areas. This far-sighted program is a recognition of the criticism,
which has been advanced, to the effect that Maine's recreational policy is to attract tourists but to
offer nothing without expense.
Travel along The Appalachian Trail, as above outlined, does not present any difficulty. For
certain limited areas in the State, where access is desired, the solution would be to obtain
designation of areas as public campsites. For other areas, the non-resident whose zeal would lead
him far abroad must include guide expense as a cost of his trip and be disposed to make this
sacrifice to the common welfare.
After reading this article, the Attorney General made a comment which is so pertinent and
forceful that it is here interpolated:
“The forests of Maine are privately owned. Oftentimes they represent the entire value of the
property rights of an individual. If these owners permit you and me to saunter through their
private beauty spots, as some manorial lord might permit us to visit his parks and gardens, the
least we can do is to obey the rules he has made for the preservation of his own property.”
In conclusion, it goes without saying that any member of a recognized out-of- doors organization
should most scrupulously adhere to the tenents [sic] of the Maine Guide Laws. It is unfortunate
indeed that through well intended but erroneous ideas there should be publicized illegal methods
of circumventing the basic policy sought to be attained by the state.
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There should be added one further item to the monitions of the Message To Those Who Walk In
The Woods, regarding care with fire. This monition is the code of the good hiker and camper,
requiring scrupulous observance of all state regulations. The objective should be to develop the
feeling by the State authorities that such groups can be relied upon for the most careful
observance of fire-laws, not only in Maine but in every state along The Appalachian Trail route.
It is a distinct obligation of membership.
Footnote to Maine Guide Laws Article.
A non-resident, who has had considerable experience in the Maine woods and is an
extraordinarily well-qualified canoeman and woodsman, has commented on this article as
follows:
“Lighting Fires--I think it is a splendid idea to inform your readers of the opinion of the Attorney
General. I, myself, am glad to know that the law applies to stoves as well as open fires.
Enforcement is very strict; I recall that during a trip to Grand Lake, when the woods were closed,
we were ordered by the warden to cease camping on the very small Louse Island, which, as you
know, is well out in the lake.
“Guide Laws--I think you should mention in your article that the laws protect the greenhorn from
getting lost and getting drowned. I hate to think how many people might try to run the Little
Black River Rapids or might be drawn into the Grand Falls and so forth of the East Branch, if
anyone should go alone on canoe trips. In addition to the inexperienced people on Mount
Washington, I think you might mention that it is virtually an obligation of woodsmen, camp
owners, and so forth, to go out and hunt for those whom become lost.
“I think it is an excellent thing to circulate as much publicity as possible about these laws and
their interpretation. If your readers do not like the statutes and their application, they should take
it out on the Maine authorities and not on you!”
This article is intended to be informative and it is certainly not the purpose of APPALACHIAN
TRAILWAY NEWS to engage in any controversial discussion on the issues raised.
January 25, 1945. Ludwig K. Moorhead, 90 Broad Street, New York 4, N.Y., to Myron
Avery
Dear Myron:
Thank you very much for sending me copies of your two articles intended for publication in May.
I have just read them in the office and should like to give you my offhand thoughts.
Lighting Fires
I think it is a splendid idea to inform your readers of the opinion of the Attorney General. I,
myself, am glad to know that the law applies to stoves as well as open fires. Enforcement is very
strict; I recall that during a trip to Grand Lake, when the woods were closed, we were ordered by
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the warden to cease camping on the very small Louse Island, which, as you know, is well out in
the lake.
Guide Laws
I think you should mention in your article that the laws protect the greenhorn from getting lost
and getting drowned. I hate to think how many people might try to run the Little Black River
Rapids or might be drawn into the Grand Falls and so forth of the East Branch, if anyone should
go alone on canoe trips. In addition to the inexperienced people on Mount Washington, I think
you might mention that it is virtually an obligation of woodsmen, camp owners, and so forth, to
go out and hunt for those whom become lost.
Reading your quotation of the law on Page 4, I would assume that the limit of five sportsmen to
one guide applied only to hunting activities, but I gather from your article that it applies to all
activities. [This refers to information in the original draft that was changed after the Attorney
General’s review.]
I think it is an excellent thing to circulate as much publicity as possible about these laws and
their interpretation. If your readers do not like the statutes and their application, they should take
it out on the Maine authorities and not on you!
January 26, 1946. Jean Stephenson, Publicity Director, Maine Appalachian Trail Club, to
George J. Stobie, Commissioner, Inland Fisheries and Game, Augusta, Maine
Dear Mr. Stobie:
I recently wrote Mr. Greaton with respect to the coming Sportsman's Shows in New York and
Boston, mentioning the fact that we feel it quite important to keep our Guidebooks and maps of
Maine up to date, and in order to do this it is necessary that the stocks on hand turn over, and that
we would like to display the guides and maps and have literature available. In reply, he
suggested I write to you.
I do not know the dates of these shows this year, but believe it is probable they will be held soon.
I will appreciate it if you will let me know the dates.
What we can send will depend on how much time we have, but what I have in mind is a small
panel, say about 4’x 4’, on which would be displayed the guidebook, maps, and other literature.
Accompanying it would be a small supply of leaflets to be handed out to inquirers.
Would this be agreeable to you? If so, please let me know the dates of these shows, and where
the material should be sent, and to whom it should be addressed.
I realize I am rather late in making these inquiries, but we have been very busy here, and time
rolls around fast.
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I will certainly appreciate your interest and cooperation in this matter, and will look forward to
hearing from you.
COPY TO Mr. Greaton.
January 26, 1945. Frank I. Cowan, Counselor at Law, 85 Exchange Street, Portland, Maine,
to Jean Stephenson.
Dear Madam:
I have read with interest the proposed article on "The Maine Guide Laws and Application to
Trail Users”. Without approving or disapproving, endorsing or condemning any of the statements
or conclusions set forth therein, I make the following suggestions:
1. On page 3 I have inserted “P. L. 1929, Ch. 331, Sec. 51" which is the location of the first
enactment that I know of requiring the employment of guides and prohibiting camp fires.
2. On page 4 of the typewritten copy appears a quotation from the Revised Statutes of 1930,
Chapter 38, Section 51. This has been amended several times so that it now reads as set forth in
Public Laws of 1941, Chapter 36:
’’Non-residents shall not kindle fires upon any de-organized township, while engaged in
camping, fishing or hunting from May 1st to December 1st without being in charge of a
registered guide, except at public camp sites maintained by the forestry department. No
guide shall at the same time guide or be employed by more than 3 non-residents in
hunting."
(Note the amendment which changes ”5 non-residents” to ”3 nonresidents. Note further that the
provision in regard to the number of persons who can be served by one guide is limited to
hunting.)
3. On page 7 I have taken the liberty of filling in, in the first line, the location in the 1944 laws of
the substance thereafter quoted. I have also interpolated the words, "save under the protection of
the 1648-9 ordinance” in the fifth line. I have also taken the liberty, in the eighth line, of
changing the "always” to "at times.”
I have pinned on to page 8 a slip of paper containing the following words:
"The forests of Maine are privately owned. Oftentimes they represent the entire value of
the property rights of an individual. If these owners permit you and me to saunter through
their private beauty spots, as some manorial lord might permit us to visit his parks and
gardens, the least we can do is obey the rules he has made for the preservation of his
property."
Some language such as this might seem appropriate to you for incorporation.
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January 27, 1945. Myron Avery to Forest Commissioner Raymond Rendall
Dear Ray:
I have just read with much interest the Legislative Record of January 10th with Governor
Baxter's letter conveying his remaining acreage. The letter is illuminating and sort of constitutes
a master plan for the area.
I shall be much interested in seeing what the Legislature does in the way of an appropriation. I
think this gives Maine the largest state-owned area outside the Adirondack State Forest of New
York,
I presume you will find it necessary to include the appropriation you obtained last time as a
substitute for taxes, by reason of the diversion of the additional 36,000 acres.
If you think of it when the appropriation situation develops, I will greatly appreciate it if
you will let me know. It is hard otherwise to keep in touch with these matters.
All this is really incidental to the reason for this letter. Sometime ago you were kind enough to
give me the history of the Bigelow Firetower and to send a blueprint of the Bingham Purchase. I
sent you a reprint of the "Artists of Katahdin" article. I expect the Bigelow item to appear either
in the June or December Appalachia, depending on whether the editor uses first the companion
one, "Nineteenth Century Photographers at Katahdin”.
It seems curious to be going back to those themes in war time, but I have picked up this as an
acceptable recreation from the drive and pressure
I have concluded to do the same thing for The Traveler. I have quite a bit of material by reason
of my own visits to the area. To round out the history I would like to know when fire towers
were put on Matagamon (Horse) Mountain, Burnt and Center Mountains. As to the latter, I
would like to incorporate the date of its abandonment. I also want to bring in the history of the
former tower on South Pogy. Somewhere I had thought I had the information that it was
abandoned in 1918. This may be very difficult to pick up.
I was much interested in what you wrote about your intention to include in the Forest
Commissioner’s Reports the dates when these fire- towers were erected. Perhaps the work is far
enough along so that my inquiry will not represent any labor.
When The Traveler material appears I will, of course, send sufficient copies for it may be of
interest to your people that have charge of this area.
{Copy Katahdin file, Dyer}
January 27, 1945. Myron Avery to Ludwig K. Moorhead Newport News S.B. & D.D. Co.,
90 Broad Street, New York City.
Dear Lud:
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I have spoken to the editor of Appalachian Trailway News, and with your permission we will
add the enclosed footnote to the article.
Your last sentence may be of considerable value to us in keeping us free from any controversy or
discussion which the article might entail.
You have helped us materially.
Copy to Clair Sawtelle.
Footnote to Maine Guide Laws Article.
A non-resident, who has had considerable experience in the Maine woods and is an
extraordinarily well-qualified canoeman and woodsman, has commented on this article as
follows:
“Lighting Fires--I think it is a splendid idea to inform your readers of the opinion of the Attorney
General. I, myself, am glad to know that the law applies to stoves as well as open fires.
Enforcement is very strict; I recall that during a trip to Grand Lake, when the woods were closed,
we were ordered by the warden to cease camping on the very small Louse Island, which, as you
know, is well out in the lake.
“Guide Laws--I think you should mention in your article that the laws protect the greenhorn from
getting lost and getting drowned. I hate to think how many people might try to run the Little
Black River Rapids or might be drawn into the Grand Falls and so forth of the East Branch, if
anyone should go alone on canoe trips. In addition to the inexperienced people on Mount
Washington, I think you might mention that it is virtually an obligation of woodsmen, camp
owners, and so forth, to go out and hunt for those whom become lost.
“I think it is an excellent thing to circulate as much publicity as possible about these laws and
their interpretation. If your readers do not like the statutes and their application, they should take
it out on the Maine authorities and not on you!
This article is intended to be informative and it is certainly not the purpose of APPALACHIAN
TRAILWAY NEWS to engage in any controversial discussion on the issues raised.
January 28, 1945. Myron Avery to 2nd Lieut. Harold J. Dyer, 27th Battalion, IRTC, Camp
Croft, S.C.
Dear Hal:
I am sending you piecemeal word of some important developments in the Katahdin area. If I do
not get an extra copy of the Legislative Record I will send you mine.
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When the Traveler draft appears I will be glad to have the benefit of any comments. If you have
never read the Witherle manuscript or any of the other items of the Katahdin item, I will be glad
to mail you my copies.
A man by the name of Worthington has made a large scale map of the Kidney Pond area and the
trail to O-J-I. It is done with engineering precision and will be a real contribution. I am having it
re-traced with standard A.T. nomenclature and have it in mind to issue it with the next
supplement of the Maine Guide, which will be by the middle of this year. I will send you a copy
when the tracing is finished.
Since I am on this subject of The Traveler, I thought that I might make it a finished job. You
remember your revision of our map involves substantial corrections. I had thought that if we had
your acquiescence, of having a new tracing made of the section north of Wassatiquoik Stream
and using it as a one-page supplement to the Guide.
We have a sort of unusual opportunity in that there are available one or two Waves who are
excellent draftsmen and, like myself, pick this up as a diversion.
I know that all these things are of interest, and I will continue to pass on to you such word as I
receive.
{Copy in Katahdin file.}
January 25, 1945. Ludwig K. Moorhead, 90 Broad Street, New York 4, N.Y., to Myron
Avery
Dear Myron:
I am much flattered that you see fit to add my comments as a footnote to your articles. I suggest
that you ask the editor to add “of the St. John" after “Little Black River Rapids” and, in the next
sentence, insert the words ”trouble caused by the” between the words ”the inexperienced”.
I wonder if the editor will be good enough to send me a copy and also send one to Allen Parsons,
c/o OUTDOOR LIFE, 353 Fourth Avenue, New York City.
I enclose an editorial from today’s NEW YORK TIMES, which I think you will like.
January 29, 1945. George J. Stobie, Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Game, Augusta,
Maine, to Jean Stephenson.
Dear Miss Stephenson:
I have your letter of January 25th regarding publicity at the Sportsmen’s Show, and will state
that we will be very glad to handle any literature which you may care to send. However, as we
do not allow display advertising at these Shows, we cannot accept your display which you want
to send.
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Such literature as you wish to send should be sent to the Maine Exhibit, Mechanics Building,
Boston, Mass., so it will be there before February 3rd. This Show is from the 3rd to the 10th. For
the New York Show, the literature should be sent to Maine Exhibit, Madison Square Garden,
New York City, before the 18th. The New York Show is from the 18th to the 25th of February.
January 29, 1945. Clair Sawtelle, Mahwah, N. J., to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
I have your two letters enclosing copies of articles for publication in the Trailway News. I find
this very interesting reading, and, while in years gone by I have been inclined to criticize along
the lines covered by your article, I am in accord with your views. I have wondered myself how
the Appalachian Mountain Club groups have gotten away with some of their trips and be within
the requirements of the law. Apparently they don't, and have made no effort to comply with the
rules. I am all for publishing such an article; go to it. I don't find anything that needs correction;
so, if Ye Editor finds something that doesn't meet with her approval, let the criticism fall in the
right spot!
There is one point that I should like to add, for what it is worth. That is the situation of a nonresident who goes into the woods in company of a resident of the State of Maine who is not a
licensed guide. As I understand it a resident has all the rights granted under the law whether he is
by himself, with a group of other residents, or is with a non-resident. On that basis, it would
seem to me that a non-resident, or two or three for that matter, could go into wild lands and camp
wherever they chose, so long as the resident of the state is there and tends the fire. Should be
glad to have your reaction to this. I have been North on a number of trips when my brother was
along, he being a resident of the state, and we never gave any thought to our not having a right to
do just what we were doing. I think we were within our rights.
I might add that my real reason for feeling antagonistic to the Maine Guide Law probably is my
own fault; having been a resident once I feel I am entitled to the rights of a resident although I
have lived outside the state for twenty odd years. I am wrong, of course. I should maintain my
residence and vote in Maine, as you do. Then there would be no question about it. Further, I
have felt that I know about as much of the woods and how to take care of myself as most of the
guides in Maine, and that goes for general woodcraft and canoeing too. I have seen some fellows
who have a Maine guide's license who were none too well qualified.
Sorry I missed you two months ago when you telephoned my office. The next time you are in
town let me know as early as you can, and will do my best to get together with you. Am pretty
busy, and spend part of my time in two different places, which might make me a bit hard to get.
Dick is somewhere in the Pacific, electrician on an L. C. T. We hear from him regularly.
January 29, 1945.

THE TRAVELER — TWO DECADES
Random Notes
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Recent issues of Appalachia have manifested an increasing interest in the mountains north of
Katahdin. The focusing of interest on the Katahdinauguoh is a very natural consequence of
diminishing inaccessibility and wildness of the Katahdin region. The area to the north,
particularly The Traveler, with its superbly located South Branch Ponds, has been a focal point
in this trend away from Katahdin. With the effusive reports of excursions to the area it seems
quite in order to coordinate and set in proper sequence the history of The Traveler. The purpose
here is to record, for the benefit of those who frequent the area, what exists in the way of
literature, reports of previous visits, the nomenclature and points of particular interest.
To some extent, this item is necessarily personal. My excursions to the area have been separately
detailed in various items listed in the bibliography at the end of this note. Familiarity with the
Traveler region, which dates back to 1927, was an incident in a series of planned excursions,
which over a period of three years led to the summit of all of the numerous peaks of the
Katahdin area save only Center and Strickland Mountains. These peaks are somewhat set apart
and it was always the story of another year, or perhaps the pleasing thought of something
remaining unfinished—still to be done.
The maps of The Traveler region, which grew out of these trips, and the detailed narratives, with
data ultimately recorded in Guide To The Appalachian Trail In Maine, are the tangible benefits
passed to others with a kindred interest. {See revision in File 101.}
Traveler article
Footnote re

photographs
maps
bibliography

List all nomenclature.
Comment as to what may be gleaned from the earlier maps of The Traveler should be a part of
this resume.
As at Katahdin, with respect to the Monument Line survey, the records of the Maine Land Agent
contain much of interest. The earliest representation is "A Plan of the part of the State of Maine
which was explored from Mars Hill to the Sebois in 1825 Geo. W. Coffin and Dan’l Rose and
from the Sebois to the head of the northwest Branch of the Penobscot River by Daniel Rose in
1829". Here the mountains, north of Katahdin, are marked "Wisatiquoik Mtns'” Grand Lake is
"Metingarmo Lake". The Traveler is Matangamon mountain. Trout Brook is well defined.
Remarkable for its extreme accuracy is the plan of Townships 5, 6, 7, 8, in the 10th Range as
surveyed by E. Bradey and Edwin Rose in 1833. The accuracy of this century-old plan is such
that it has seemed worth while to reproduce the section between “Trout Stream”, Wassataquoik
Stream and the East Branch of the Penobscot River. Those who know the region can identify
principal peaks and spurs.
Reflecting the lumbering history of the area is an excerpt front a map current in 1920. There will
be noted the lumber camp location at the “campsite” at the head of the Upper South Branch Pond,
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together with a camp on the banks of Howe Brook. The map is reproduced to afford some future
Traveler explorer to see if any trace remains of these. The new State camp is, of course, close to
the site of the Robar camp.
The various excursions, which are narrated here, resulted in the portrayal of the area in the map
in Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine. This was checked and further corrected by Baxter
State Park Supervisor Harold J. Dyer. The 1945 Supplement to the Maine Guide reproduces this
as the most accurate large scale map of the Traveler.
First, the name is “The Traveler” and not the nondescript “Traveler Mountain”. To early
voyageurs on the Penobscot East Branch, the Mountain was a familiar landmark. To these
voyageurs it seemed that the mountain traveled with them. As early as 1837 this impression was
recorded by State Geologist Jackson, who spoke of it in the plural as “The Travelers”. The State
Survey party of 1861, under C. H. Hitchcock, however, designated it in the singular, as “The
Traveler”. This significant name, “The Traveler”, based on the historical record, is lost through
the usage of the nondescriptive “Traveler Mountain”. Guide To The Appalachian Trail in Maine
preserves the century-old nomenclature.
Except for the State Survey activities, the record of The Traveler is barren until 1883. George H.
Witherle of Castine, of unequalled thorough exploration of the Katahdin region in its primitive
wilderness aspect, ascended the mountain {Excursions North of Katahdin. Appalachia, vol. 3, No.
3, December, 1883, pp. 223-231.} from above Grand Falls on the Penobscot East Branch. This
side of The Traveller had not been frequented. The topography to the east and the flat basin lands
of the Penobscot East branch are quite unknown [and] remain an objective for explorations.
Some future climber will no doubt again discover Witherle’s Horseshoe Pond. Of particular
interest is Witherle’s description from The Traveler of the “singular ‘Fort Mountain’ elevation”.
Thus Witherle anticipated the nomenclature action which has resulted in affixing this name.
As might be anticipated, the next written record is a scientific visit to The Traveler in 1910. Dr.
Cushman and Rev. C. B. Ames collected about two thousand species of plants. The record is
regrettably barren of the details of the excursion. {The Boston Society of Natural History
Bulletin, no. 1, October, 1910.}
My initial visit to The Traveler occurred at the turn of an era. From 1910 to 1914, as told in The
Story of The Wassataquoik this region was one of intensive lumbering activity under the
direction of Edward B. Draper. Primeval timber was harvested on the Pogys, a sluice dropped
logs into Wassataquoik Lake as did the sluice at Tip Top on Katahdin. Draper’s Pack-Horse
route to Pogy from Wassataquoik Stream was superseded by the tote-road trending west and then
south up Trout and Hathorn Brook. This is the obscure route to-day for travelers bound to
Katahdin from the Penobscot East Branch. Then in 1916 came the disastrous Pogy Mountain fire
of 1916. Lumber operations were suspended. For the next decade the country north of Katahdin
reverted to the wilderness. Nature struggled to undo the ravages of man’s carelessness.
February 2, 1945. “Bill”, 3 Montague Terrace, Brooklyn 2, New York, to Myron Avery.
[Hand-written]
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Dear Myron:
The maps you sent arrived a few days ago and I have been a lot interested in them, especially in
comparing details with those of the old U.S.G.S. maps. These are the first aerial photography
maps I have seen and most welcome. I do appreciate the thoughtfulness of this remembrance.
It looks as if we might have real difficulty in finding a publisher for our A.T. Guide. The
Shenandoah people are not equipped for photo-lithograph work, three or four others have turned
it down; one saying they might consider it for some indefinite future time when not so busy. The
one real chance so far is with the publishers of the GMC Long Trail Guide in Burlington but they
are taking their time to my second letter giving the additional information they asked.
The suggestions made in your letter on the subject are going to be a lot of help when we know
we are set.
This married life business has sure put a crimp in my outdoor style, for instance we are now tied
up for four Sundays, two with family obligations and two purely social. But perhaps that is the
way with most young folks starting out. It will have to be better in the spring, when we would
like to get together with you on some trip, or sooner if you get a chance to stop in the city and
come over to meet Betty.
February 3, 1946. Jean Stephenson to Hon, Frank I. Cowan, 86 Exchange Street, Portland,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Cowan:
I have received your letter of January 26, in reply to mine enclosing the proposed article on the
Maine Guide Laws and certainly wish to thank you for the many valuable suggestions you made.
They will, of course, all be adopted.
We are much indebted to you for your courtesy and advice, which has been most helpful. We do
feel that publication of this article will be of service to the State in obtaining a more scrupulous
observance of the Maine Guide Laws.
This article will appear in the May issue of APPALACHIAN TRAILWAY NEWS and I shall
see that several copies of it are sent to you.
Again expressing our appreciation of your courtesy…
February 3, 1945. Jean Stephenson to George J. Stobie, Commissioner, Maine Department
of Inland Fisheries and Game.
Dear Mr. Stobie:
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Your letter of January 29th, in reply to mine of the 25th, with respect to the exhibits at the
Sportsmen's Shows did not reach me until yesterday. It is, of course, too late to send anything to
Boston by the time you indicated.
I will, however, send some literature to the New York Show, to arrive by February 18th, as you
suggested.
What I had had in mind for an exhibit was not what I would deem advertising, but a board some
three by two and a half feet in size, on which would be mounted some of the maps, with pockets
at the base for literature, and a copy of the Guidebook so attached that it could be consulted by
those visiting the exhibit. It had been my thought that to have material in this form would make it
easier and more convenient for those handling the Maine Exhibit, as well as for visitors.
However, I will send instead the literature.
February 5, 1945. [Another draft of the Traveler article, 14 pages—not transcribed. See
final version of February 20.]
February 17, 1945. Myron Avery to Sec’d. Lieut. Harold J. Dyer, 27th Battalion, IRTC,
Camps Crofts, S.C.
Dear Hal:
I have read your letter of 7 February with very considerable interest.
You were fortunate indeed to be in Maine and I am glad you were able to make contacts on
matters which are of so much interest to you.
I am enclosing the draft of The Traveler article and I shall be very glad to have the benefit of any
suggestions or comments you have. I want to make a record at this time. I intend to include
drawings of the two old maps. The work of getting these copied has not progressed as fast as the
article.
We have the services of a very excellent draftsman and as soon as The Traveler items are copied
I will send them on to you,
I plan to issue the Worthington map with the Maine Guide Supplement and the tracing should be
copied within a month or so. I will, of course, send copies on to you as soon as they are available.
John Worthington and his friend Knickerbocker who did the trail work on O-J-I. When I was last
in Boston, I had dinner with Worthington and Draper. He is an older man, with a fine
background of the Maine woods. He was on the East Branch in 1890. It was Worthington who
wrote the article on Katahdin Iron Works in Appalachia.
After the Worthington map we will proceed with making the map of The Traveler. I will send it
on to you. My uncertainty is with respect to the exact location of the State Camp and the trails to
the Ponds, I think that the availability of an accurate map of The Traveler will be a decided boon
and thanks to your efforts this will be available.
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By reason of your being in Portland, you have as late information on the Katahdin situation as
my enclosed furnished. I note with interest what you have to say about the Governor's next
purchase. I suppose he picks up land where it is available and at what he considers a fair price.
However, from the viewpoint of sound planning, the urgent need is the acquisition of the area to
the south. From the viewpoint of a buffer strip, this is most essential, to round out the Katahdin
area. I understand the Governor has been in correspondence with Harry Ross and I suppose some
day Ross will sell the reminder of T 3 R 9. The Governor must appreciate the importance of this
area to the south.
It will be interesting to see what, if anything, the Maine Legislature does in the way of making an
appropriation. Presumably the Forest Service will ask for more, because of the increased land
which is removed from state taxation. Maine cannot have a park of this size without ultimately
recognizing its cost and responsibility.
We are just proceeding with the photographing of the Stoddar negatives of 1875. The negatives
from the Hallowell collection used on Appalachian Trailway News turned out badly. We should
have indicated that it was a 1900 picture in order to make its significance apparent. The printing
of these negatives is entirely voluntary and the sets are limited, but if possible I will obtain an
extra set for your records.
This about covers the matters here. If your travels bring you through Washington and I am still
here, remember that I have a spare bed in my room at The Claridge.
I am also sending you a copy of my letter to the Board of Managers of the Appalachian Trail
Conference, which indicates a development of considerable importance. You need not bother to
return it. We enclose an envelope for the return of The Traveler item.
I will pass on to you any word which I have, but your sources of information seem of late as
good as mine.
February 17, 1945. Myron Avery to F. J. Greenhalgh, 2430 University Avenue, New York
City.
Dear Mr. Greenhalgh:
I am more indebted to you than I can say for your letter of February 8. Except for your courtesy
and consideration I would not have known of Leon’s death. His family were fully aware of the
situation and were trying to carry on and cover up. In 1944 he was far from the old Leon.
1 did not suspect such a thing as cancer. I thought it was overwork and attendant difficulties. I
wonder when they learned the true situation.
Your letter is one which I shall retain for a long time. It is not only about a mutual friend; it is the
expression and philosophy of one who loves the woods and finds peace and contentment there.
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Things will be very much changed at the Antlers. I only hope they can carry on. It was one of my
favorite localities.
In due time I shall write Mrs. Potter and offer any assistance which we can render. We can at
least help on the receiving end by sending people there and continuing our trips.
{J. S. Has original}
February 20, 1945
THE TRAVELER – TWO DECADES
Random Notes
By Myron H. Avery, Commander, U.S.N.R.
{Copy. Original unpublished studies, Katahdin file. J.S., Dyer, Rogers, Original J.S., File 10 (2
copies)}
Recent issues of Appalachia have manifested an increasing interest in the mountains north of
Katahdin. Focusing of interest on the Katahdinauguoh is a very natural consequence of the
diminishing inaccessibility and wildness of the Katahdin region. A focal point in this trend away
from Katahdin is the area to its north, particularly The Traveler, with the superbly located South
Branch Ponds. With the effusive reports of excursions to the area, it seems quite in order at this
time to coordinate and set in proper sequence the history of The Traveler. The purpose here is to
record, for the benefit of those who frequent the area, what exists in the way of literature, reports
of previous visits, nomenclature and items of particular interest.
To some extent this note is necessarily personal. My excursions to the area have been separately
detailed in various items listed in the Bibliography at the end of this note. Familiarity with The
Traveler region, which dates back to 1927, was an incident in a series of planned excursions,
which over a period of three years led to the summit of all of the numerous peaks of the Katahdin
area - save only Center and Strickland Mountains. These peaks are somewhat set apart, and as to
them it was always the story of another year, or perhaps the pleasing thought of something
remaining unfinished - something still to have done.
From these trips, maps of The Traveler region, the detailed narratives and the data recorded in
Guide To The Appalachian Trail in Maine are the tangible benefits passed on to others with a
kindred interest.
First, the name is "The Traveler” and not the nondescript "Traveler Mountain". To early
voyageurs on the Penobscot East Branch, the mountain was a familiar landmark. To these
voyageurs it seemed that the mountain traveled with them. As early as 1837 this impression was
recorded by State Geologist C. T. Jackson, who spoke of it in the plural as “The Travelers”.
The State Geological Survey party of 1861, under C. H. Hitchcock, however, designated it in the
singular, as “The Traveler”. This significant name, “The Traveler”, based on the historical record,
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would be lost through the usage of the nondescriptive “Traveler Mountain”. Guide To The
Appalachian Trail in Maine preserves the century-old nomenclature.
Except for the State Geological Survey activities, the record of The Traveler is barren until 1883.
George H. Witherle of Castine, of unequalled thorough exploration of the Katahdin region in its
primitive wilderness aspect, ascended the mountain {[Footnote:] Excursions North of Katahdin.
Appalachia, vol. 3, No. 3, December, 1883, pp. 223-231.} from above Grand Falls on the
Penobscot East Branch. This side of The Traveler had not been frequented. The topography to
the east and the flat basin lands of the Penobscot East Branch remain an objective for exploration.
Some future climber will no doubt again discover Witherle’s Horseshoe Pond. Of particular
interest is Witherle’s description of the appearance, from The Traveler, of the “singular ‘Fort
Mountain’ elevation. Thus Witherle anticipated the nomenclature action which has resulted in
affixing this name.
As might be anticipated, the next written record is also of a scientific visit to The Traveler. In
1910, Dr. Cushman and Rev. C. B. Ames collected about two thousand species of plants. The
record is regrettably barren of the details of the excursion. {[Footnote:] The Boston Society of
Natural History Bulletin, no. 1, October, 1910.}
Perhaps the outstanding literary tribute to The Traveler is that of Henry David Thoreau, whose
accounts of Katahdin, of the Allagash and of the Penobscot East Branch are classics of Maine.
One who has journeyed down the Penobscot East Branch can appreciate that Thoreau must leave
some record of the impressiveness of these peaks, which loom so vividly over the flat lands to
the south. In 1857, when his canoe glided out onto the broad waters of “Matangamooksis” or
Second Grand or Matagamon Lake, as it is known to-day, Thoreau wrote that his Indian guide,
Joe Polis, could not be unmoved by the scene. He said “The very sight of the
Nerlumskeechticook or Deadwater Mountains, a day’s journey off over the forest as we first saw
them, must awaken in him pleasant memories.” This term, the Deadwater Mountains, would be
a pleasing nomenclature for this group north of Katahdin. Mrs. Fannie Hardy Eckstorm, noted
Maine authority, has, however, indicated the error in the Indian term of Nerlunskeechticook,
which Thoreau understood to mean “The Deadwater Mountains”. Thus there vanishes the only
suggested Indian term for the range. It is incomprehensible, however, that such a striking
landmark did not have a very specific Indian designation but a quest of records of early travels
and maps has disclosed nothing beyond Thoreau’s inquiries. [The following is a very lengthy
footnote:] {Comment as to what may be gleaned from the early maps of The Traveler should be
a part of this resume.
As at Katahdin, with respect to the Monument Line survey, the records of the Maine Land Agent
contain much of interest. The earliest representation is "A Plan of the part of the State of Maine
which was explored from Mars Hill to the Sebois in 1825 by Geo. W. Coffin and Dan'l Rose and
from the Sebois to the head of the northeast Branch of Penobscot River by Daniel Rose in 1829".
Here the mountains north of Katahdin are marked "Wisatiquoik Mtns". Grand Lake Is
"Metingarno Lake”. The Traveler is that mountain. Trout Brook is well defined.
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Remarkable for its extreme accuracy is the plan of Townships 5, 6, 7, 8 in the 10th Range as
surveyed by Z. Bradley and Edwin Rose n 1833. The accuracy of this century old plan is such
that it has seemed worth while to reproduce the section between "Trout Stream",
Wassataquoik Stream and the East Branch of the Penobscot River. Those who know the region
can identify the principal peaks and spurs.
An interim map records a curious variation in nomenclature. By the time when Henry David
Thoreau journeyed by canoe through the Maine wilderness, "The Traveler" had become
"Carbuncle Mtn." if the record of Colton's Railroad and Township map of Maine preserves any
contemporaneous usage, the similarity to the Indian legend of the White Mountains, which
Hawthorne used in his story, "The Great Carbuncle", suggests a curious transposition.
Reflecting the lumbering history of the area is an excerpt from a map current in 1920. There will
be noted the lumber camp location at the "campsite” at the head of the Upper South Branch
Pond, together with a camp on the banks of Howe Brook. The map is reproduced to afford some
future Traveler explorer an opportunity to see if any trace remains of these. The new State Camp
is, of course, close to the site of the Robar Camp. I endeavored without success to locate the "Joy
Tote-road.”
The various excursions, which are narrated here resulted in the portrayal of the area in the map in
Guide To The Appalachian Trail In Maine. This was checked and further corrected by Baxter
State Park Supervisor Harold J. Dyer. The 1945 Supplement to the Maine Guide reproduces this
as the most accurate large scale map of The Traveler.}
My initial visit to The Traveler occurred at the turn of an era. From 1910 to 1914, as told in The
Story of The Wassataquoik {[Footnote:] The Maine Naturalist, September, 1929. vol. 9, no. 3.},
this region was one of intensive lumbering activity under the direction of Edward B. Draper.
Primeval timber was harvested on the Pogys; a sluice dropped logs into Wassataquoik Lake as
did the sluice at Tip Top on Katahdin. Draper’s Packhorse trail, the initial route to Pogy from
Wassataquoik Stream was superseded by the tote-road trending west and then south up Trout and
Hathorn Brook. This is the obscure route, to-day, for travelers bound to Katahdin from the
Penobscot East Branch.
Then in 1916 came the disastrous Pogy Mountain fire. Lumber operations were suspended. For
the next decade the country north of Katahdin reverted to the wilderness. Nature struggled to
undo the ravages of man’s carelessness.
Like Thoreau – but some eighty years later – my first view of The Traveler was over the placid
reaches of “Matangamooksis” Lake. Thoreau had journeyed there by canoe toward the southeast.
My route was novel and a long journey by trail. It began at Haymock Lake a tributary of Eagle
Lake on the famous Allagash canoe route. Our intended course had been to reach the Penobscot
East Branch by following the old Eagle Lake tote-road. This was a lumberman’s route to central
Maine from time immemorial. Thoreau mentions the road as in existence in 1857. With the
suspension of its use in lumber operations after 1916, it had become less conspicuous. Except for
existence of blazes at detours and diverging wood roads, placed there by patrolmen of the Maine
Forest Service who knew of our anticipated journey, we might have spent much time in seeking
out the course of this old road. Maps of the region for trail travel were non-existent. At length
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Trout Brook Farm was reached. This hostelry, a lumbermen's center, a short distance back from
the banks of Grand Lake, has survived three fires. It was then accessible only by the tote-road
from Patten to Matagamon, the sporting camp on the north shore of the lake, and then by boat
and tote-road, it was a two or three day journey from the nearest town to the east. Since 1944 it is
a matter of an automobile road of only 35 miles. Our objective, in 1927, was The Traveler. Like
all good voyageurs, we were at pains to survey the route. This was accomplished by a short
climb to the crest of Matagamon or Horse Mountain, whose cliffs rise abruptly from Grand Lake.
There has been a fire tower on Matagamon since
. There on duty, in 1927, was Joe
Mitchell, father of Chief Fire Warden John Mitchell of Patten. We draw from Mitchell his
knowledge of North Traveler, where he had lumbered, of the dams he had built on nearby lakes,
and of the mile-long trestle on Beetle Mountain. Particularly were we impressed with his
description of the inaccessible huge patch of virgin timber high in a ravine between two
enormous spurs of The Traveler. There was then no lumbering activity in the area and the
reforestation following the Pogy fire had ceased. We followed the deserted Trout Brook Toteroad west some four miles to the "Crossing". Here South Branch Ponds Brook joins Trout Brook.
This is a land all laid waste, only “popple” and birch the aftermath of all the fires.
The "Crossing” was our campsite and base for the climb of The Traveler. Our intended route was
a circle which would skirt the Ponds and traverse the two most prominent westward-projecting
ridges. This course would lead across the summit and afford the best impression of the region.
From the "Crossing", we followed the then obscure tote-road to the outlet of the Ponds, skirted
the east shore of the lower pond and crossed the flat delta of Dry (Howe) Brook. Here we noted
the attractive waterfall and basin about a quarter of a mile up from the shore. Beyond, a sort of
trail led to a hunter’s lean-to near the lower end of the southern pond. We turned left however
and commenced to climb what we termed, from its physical location, "Center Ridge". To the left
was the ravine of Dry Brook. It was a short climb through sparse timber to open rocks on Center
Ridge. As a record of what we observed, I quote from the 1928 In the Maine Woods:
"From the first bare top which we climbed on this west ridge we saw why there are two
South Branch Ponds connected by a thoroughfare instead of only one pond. Dry Brook
has pushed its delta almost across to the cliffs of Black Cat Mountain {South Branch
Pond Mountains}, chocking and dividing into two ponds what had originally been a long
rectangular shaped pond, perhaps a glacial trough. On the west end of the spur by which
we ascended we saw examples of the rock creep described on Katahdin by the wellknown Maine geologist. Prof. Edward S. C. Smith of Union College.
"From the summit we dropped north and then west into the sag of the virgin spruce. This
tract whose superb inaccessibility has so far won for it immunity from the loggers axe is
said to contain 6,000,000 board feet. This is probably an over enthusiastic estimate but I
should not argue the question that there are 6,000 moose and deer tracks in that stand.
The east and west ridge, north of Dry Brook, comes into the sag of the main axis north of
the main peak. This ridge has as its culminating point the north peak, very nearly as high
as the main peak of The Traveler. We called this ridge, up which we had come, the
Center Ridge. The traveling on this North Ridge is indescribably bad. It is simply a mass
of blown-over, fire-killed trees, a tangled pile of jack-straws. For much of the distance we
literally walked from tree trunk to tree trunk. It was dusk when we raced down over the
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last cliff on this ridge and once more reached the shore of the pond. Thanks to Buck’s
skill in finding his way in the dark, through the deceptive poplar and birch second growth,
we reached our tents and food at our camp on the “Crossing”.
We were particularly impressed by the abrupt west end of the North Traveler Ridge, by the game
trails, and by the numerous logs split open by bears in search of food. This trip afforded a circuit
of the bulk of the mountain. We were thus able to form an estimate of the character of the range
as far south as the peak termed South Traveler. Another year we would traverse The Traveler by
its long axis.
From the “Crossing” we continued up the old Trout Brook Tote-road—a route to Katahdin later
traversed by the measuring wheel and described in Guide to The Appalachian Trail In Maine.
I have said that our trip coincided with the first reopening of the region, following the suspension
of activities after the disastrous Pogy fire. At the camp, which served the fire warden on Burnt
Mountain, where a firetower was erected in , began the association with veteran woodsman
and guide Charlie Mahar, whose knowledge of the area was to contribute so much to our efforts
to make an accurate record of these outlying peaks of the Katahdinauguoh. Beyond, the route up
Hathorn Brook and over the Pogys had been reopened that year by an enterprising Forest Service
patrolman, Fred Walker.
The views of Katahdin from Pogy, the old well, the sluice and how we eventually came to the
summit of Katahdin, is another story. I digress only to say that our route, which was intended to
take us through the Northwest Basin, led in dense fog and rain up through thick scrub, past the
long line of cascades on the brook in the Northwest Basin ravine. I doubt if this route would ever
be deliberately chosen again. Our experience was due to the error in the existing maps, which
indicated the outlet of the Northwest Basin Ponds as the left hand branch rather than the
right.
I made this 1927 visit with Henry R. Buck of Hartford, Conn., Vice President of the Appalachian
Mountain Club and a man whose sterling character and broad range of interests were an
inspiration to those who were so fortunate as to have his acquaintance. Buck’s interest in the
Katahdin area dated back to the A.M.C. 1924 trip to Colt's Camp at Kidney Pond. Engineer by
profession, he improved the existing maps of the area. The record of our journey was transcribed
onto the expended Katahdin Region Map. This, through several revisions, further study and
travel, is the Katahdin Region Map of Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine. As with our
several Katahdin trips, the peaks and trails fall into some perspective, although not with the
accuracy which an engineer would require. There remained two major problems: what was the
height of The Traveler? It was then reputed to be the second highest in Maine and only slightly
lower than Katahdin. Also, what was the topography between Wassataquoik Stream and The
Traveler? As to the latter, we had some vague information. The Wassataquoik, after two decades
of disuse, was again becoming known. Fishermen, who found their way up Wassataquoik Stream
to Russell Pond and the beaver ponds so numerous in the area, brought back stories of fabulous
fishing. In 1924 came into the region W. F. Tracey, of the Traceys who opened the Wassataquoik
to spruce logging in 1884, memorial to which is carved on an enormous boulder in Wassataquoik
Stream beside the tote-road. He then built the first camp in a development which came to be
known as the Russell Pond Camps.
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For many years, from McDonald’s Bowlin Camps on the Penobscot East Branch, there was a
sort of trail to The Traveler. This led by Traveler Pond and through the Gap. The campsite at the
head of the Upper South Branch Pond represents the traces of McDonald’s “sports”. Little-used,
this route became overgrown. Even earlier in the Rogers logging operations, before the second
Wassataquoik fire, a lumber road led up Pogy Brook to South Branch Ponds.
Between The Traveler with its extension of the Turners, and the mountains to the west, there is a
long valley. To the north it is termed Pogy Notch. Below the South Branch of the Wassataquoik,
its flue-like shape was responsible for the velocity of the disastrous fires of 1884 and 1903.
Through years of isolation, these valleys had become a morass of swamps and beaver flowages.
In 19 , Ludwig K.Moorehead, veteran fisherman, had forced his way between the
Wassataquoik and South Branch Ponds, a traverse attended with very considerable difficulty. His
diary and photographs were of much help to us in developing an outline of the area.
The traverse of the long axis of The Traveler came in 1929. J. F. Schairer of Washington, D.C.,
and I traveled the range from Wassataquoik Stream to the south base of Bald Mountain in a
day—a journey also attended with some considerable difficulty. Since the detailed record of this
journey appeared in the now unavailable Maine Naturalist, it seems desirable to repeat the record
here.
“We left our Old City camp at 5:50 A.M. on Monday, going north through a “popple”
growth to the base of the cliffs on Sable, reaching the summit at 7:30 A.M. The
barometer indicated an elevation of 1680 feet. We descended into a slight valley, going
by a beaver flowage which drained to the east, and then climbed to the summit of South
Traveler through a “popple” growth, much obstructed by fire-killed trees. South Traveler
affords an expansive outlook. At its eastern end is the beautiful Traveler Pond. The
summit is bare, quite flat, and does not give any indication of the steep descent into The
Traveler Gap and the difficult climb to the bare summit next north.
“We found the height of South Traveler to be 2380 feet, and at 10:15 A.M. left its open,
flat summit to descend into The Traveler Gap. It is this gap which separates the two
peaks described by Jackson in 1837. Through it runs the trail from MacDonald’s Camps
on the Penobscot East Branch to the head of the Upper South Branch Pond. The firekilled timber in the thick "popple" growth adds to the difficulty of the steep ascent to the
first rocky summit on The Traveler. There is a slight wooded depression before the next
summit and the route leads over two other summits to the cairn on the highest peak. From
here there is a splendid outlook over the pond-strewn East Branch valley and down Pogy
Notch to Katahdin. Pogy Notch is the flat valley, west of The Traveler, which runs from
the South Branch Ponds to the Wassataquoik and has as its continuation the valley of the
South Branch of the Wassataquoik. Its western boundary is formed by the two peaks of
the south Branch Mountains and to the south by the Pogys. Between the South Branch
Mountains and the Pogys, for a distance of about two miles this western rampart is
slightly lower. On its summit, glistening in its setting of dark spruces is Mahar Pond. Half
a mile to the south is a deep gash, extending from the plateau down into Pogy Notch.
This is Dry Gorge, which contains a series of terraced heaver ponds. About half a mile
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still farther south and lying in a sort of amphitheatre on the northeast corner of North
Pogy, we noticed a small pond. This was not indicated on the maps and we had not
previously known of its existence.
"There is a cairn on the highest peak of The Traveler. In 1883, G. H. Witherle had found
there a “monument of rough stones, supporting a short staff, very mossy .” Witherle also
wrote that he had been “unable to learn of any person who had previously made the
ascent, although it was supposed to have been climbed by lumbermen and hunters.”
"We checked the aneroid barometer and there our hopes that The Traveler would prove to
be the second highest peak in the State withered. The reading at the sumnit was 3340 feet.
Undoubtedly the distinction must fall to "Old Spec" in Grafton Notch, for which an
elevation of 4700 foot is claimed, or to Saddleback with 4456.
"Sable Mountain is composed of granite; South Traveler and the rest of the Deadwater
Mountains are rhyolite. Somewhere in the gap between Sable and South Traveler is the
contact of those two rocks, which owe their difference to the fact that the granite cooled
beneath the surface while the rhyolite flowed to the top.
"Two years ago Henry Buck and I came to the South Branch Ponds, ascended The
Traveler by way of the Center Ridge and descended over the North Ridge.
I think that this route up the Center Ridge not only has the most gradual ascent but is the
most free from fire-killed timber, which forms such an effective barricade against the
would-be climber.
"From the main peak we followed the ridge in a curving course, first to the north and then
to the west, though the virgin spruce tract estimated to contain 6,000,000 board feet of
lumber, out on the North Ridge of The Traveler. At the base of the high North Peak we
stopped and surveyed the situation. Here we should leave The Traveler and turn north to
continue our route over the Dead-water Mountains.”
The "longitudinal" trek of The Traveler had consumed ten hours, from 5 A.M. of most
difficult dry traveling. Our camp on the shelf overlooking the moonlight-bathed
Penobscot East Branch valley below, beside two deep pools in the eastward flowing
brook, was one of those campsites never to be forgotten.
Our barometric elevation experiments had a promising beginning. When we left Old City we had
an exact elevation from the U.S. Geological Survey Katahdin Quadrangle Map. As we were able
to reach the main peak within seven hours, we had thought that the error would be
inconsiderable. When we returned to base, we found the barometer entirely out of order. This
was our consolation for the low reading of 3,340 feet. I have not known of any repetition of this
experiment. Due to the difficulty of obtaining an accurate reading for the base, few parties would
have the advantage for the experiment which our route afforded. During the years which
followed, in the survey of Maine, I asked Geological Survey parties to take every opportunity to
obtain readings of vertical angles, as was done with Old Speck. (This is another elevation
question of interest to Maine enthusiasts; see Appalachian Trailway News May, 1941, p. 28.)
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The opportunity did not materialize, so the height of The Traveler remains an unanswered
question of much interest. The map resulting from the 1929 trip was publicized through The
Maine Naturalist and In The Maine Woods.
From our circuit of The Traveler we returned to South Branch Ponds, and camped at the
abandoned McDonald’s Campsite, then in ruins. To complete the exploration, we crossed Pogy
Notch, climbed South Branch Mountains, past Mahar Pond and the series of terraced beaver
ponds, going west as far as McCarty Camp on Trout Brook.
The narrative of our climbs of the remaining peaks of the Deadwater Mountains, Bald Mountain,
the Middle and West Peaks of Billfish and some account of the ponds in the area was set forth in
detail in The Maine Naturalist. {The Dead-Water Mountains. The Maine Naturalist, 1930, vol.
10, pp. 3-19.} These peaks have much of interest and, with increased travel to this area, perhaps
some future issue of Appalachia will reprint what we learned and recorded of this region some
twenty years ago. Pinnacle Ridge, Little Peaked and Bald Mountain, together with the exact
number of peaks to the north appeared on the Katahdin Region Map after this trip.
There is still unanswered a question which intrigued our interest. High on Pinnacle Ridge, at
night, in the utter stillness of the South Branch Ponds, we could hear a waterfall. What is its
location? Then, too, the relationships of the curiously-shaped Barrell Ridge and Little Peaked
Mountain was a matter of speculation. Dyer’s correction of our map has set at rest this question.
We had felt that we had sufficiently recorded the peaks, stream, trails and lakes and our
journeying.
The subsequent trend of travel to the region and the reports of exploration have borne out our
expectations. Ten years after the initial trip, I came again to The Traveler country with a party
from the National Park Service, appraising the region to determine its suitability for National
Park purposes. The experience afforded an opportunity to measure trails and prepare guidebook
data. However, the real contribution of this 1937 “expedition” is the incomparable and muchpublicized National Park Service pictures of the Katahdin region. The Appalachian Trail
Conference’s 100-slide annotated lecture on the Katahdin area also contains full representation
of The Traveler region.
As to the piscatorial qualities of the region with the togue, land-locked salmon and square-tails at
South Branch Ponds, we have already too much publicized these elsewhere. We can find
consolation for our error in the little success of casual fishermen. The plane wreckage on the
shore of the lower pond is the souvenir of one fisherman who had solved the piscatorial secrets
of South Branch Ponds to the extent that he returned time and time again.
To-day the story is quite otherwise. The inaccessibility of The Traveler is regrettably a thing of
the past. An automobile road, built in 1944, from the west shore of Matagamon Lake up Trout
Brook now places parties only three miles from The Traveler at our 1927 campsite at the
“Crossing". No mountain, of its attractions, will be so readily accessible from an automobile base.
The tote-road to the State Camp, and airplanes bringing supplies to extensive camping parties at
South Branch Ponds, eliminate any last vestige of the impression that The Traveler is a mountain
to be gained only after a long journey of much toil. This new road in Baxter State Park - a land
History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1945 – Compiled by David Field – Page

33

dedicated to freedom from automobile roads and tourist’s intrusion - is an inescapable fixture
for a quarter of a century. Reviving automobile transportation at the end of the war will pose
increasing problems. The matter has serious potentialities.
Come what may, from the distance on “Matangamooksis”, or as one views the mountain from
the swiftly flowing Penobscot East Branch. The Traveler will never fail to impress, as it has done
during the last century, since the vision of white men first was directed toward its shining
summits.
Add to The Traveler article.(After "waterfall” on p. 10)
Baxter State Park Supervisor, now Lieutenant, Harold J. Dyer has established the locality of this
waterfall as follows:
“ I stumbled onto the falls and cascades on the center branch of Howe Brook, the branch which
originates in the patch of virgin timber on the west side of the saddle between Traveler Peak and
North Ridge. The falls are about 200 to 300 yards below the virgin growth. We hit the falls on
the climb up, and heard the waterfall as we went out on Pinnacle Ridge on the way down.”
“ The narrative of a winter ascent is always of considerable interest. The first record seems to be
that of Baxter State Park Supervisor Harold J. Dyer:
"In 1941, about the middle of March, I made a winter check, of moose yarding conditions on
Traveler which took me up Howe brook to the saddle between Traveler Peak and Pinnacle
Ridge. Here in this saddle we started a big bull moose, and farther along hit evidence of three
other moose traveling about the virgin timber which is just west of the saddle between Traveler
Peak and the North Ridge.
“The remarkable feature of the trip, which started from the State Warden’s Camp, near the outlet
of the lower South Branch Pond, was our ascent to the summit with our snowshoes tied to our
packs. We had the blessings of a previous days thaw followed by a hard freeze that night which
enabled us to travel until noon on the frozen surface of the snow. The moose were also able to
travel easily on this heavy crust.
“The trip included a circuit of the North Ridge, checking the virgin timber to the north of North
Traveler, and then returning almost directly to the camp at South Branch Ponds. After our noon
lunch we were forced to use our snowshoes. Henry Souci of Millinocket, an employee of the
Inland Fisheries and Game Research Dept. at that time, was with me. I made extensive
photographs of the trip.”
Dr. Lore A. Rogers, the source of much of the history of the Wassataquoik, particularly the Ayer
and Rogers operations in the nineties, has supplemented this record by calling attention to the
fact that Ayer and Rogers had a camp in 1896 and sluiced logs off the east side of Pogy
Mountain. Their route, a tote-road, led from the Old City Campground up Pogy Brook. Dr.
Rogers delightful reminiscences of lumbering operations in its ideal, omitting the items of toil
and labor, was published in the December, 1938, issue of Appalachia (p. 214).
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The photographs used with this article are the earliest known of The Traveler region.
February 21, 1945. Fred J. Greenhalgh to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
My dear Mr. Avery:
Yours of the 17th received and I was glad to hear from you. I have not heard anything more from
Mrs. Potter or Harold and I am wondering whether letter writing would be a violation of Maine
health laws while they were in quarantine, for when I had Mrs. Potter on the phone she said I
will write as soon as it is safe to do so, and that probably accounts for your not having heard
from her. I doubt that they had any idea that a cancer was the trouble until they saw a doctor in
Bangor in Dec. who advised his being taken to Boston or N.J. As Harold said in his letter to me,
the Bangor doctor had said something about a tumor.
As you say Leon was not the Leon of former years last summer as I heard from a friend who was
there. As a matter of fact as far back as the fall of 1941, my last hunting trip, Leon was not Leon
as he had been in many ways. But he would not admit not feeling alright and I remember he
strongly resented my suggestion that he take it easy and rest up that winter—and not go to work
in the woods for the G.N.P. Co.
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As my friend Col. Ranlatt said in a letter to me, I guess poor Leon has been travelling on his grit
and nerves for a long time and just wouldn’t give up. Like you, I hope they can arrange to keep
the camps going and hope that Mrs. Potter will have something to say on that when she does
write.
Hoping you are enjoying good health and with my kind regards,
P.S. Congratulations on your step up in rank.
March 1, 1945. Myron Avery to Harold Dyer.
Dear Hal:
Many thanks for your letter returning The Traveler article. With your permission I am going to
quote what you said about finding the waterfall and work in about your trip.
This article is now in the development stage and when it is finished I will have a copy in your
hands if you and I are still available.
I am much interested in those photographs and wish we might get one or two to illustrate the
item. With our facilities here I could get a set made up for you which might be a satisfactory
disposition of the problem.
1 assume that Stickney would not release the negatives to us. Perhaps you might feel disposed to
write him to see if he would forward the negatives to you or to us.
At the moment the Hoch bill is occupying all of our energies and correspondence efforts. We
feel that this is the psychological time and that there is an excellent chance of obtaining
something that will be of fundamental importance.
I am Quoting from a letter I have had from Mr. Rendall about the appropriation. Please consider
it confidential, at least as to the source. I can hardly believe the figure but if true it indicates
revolutionary developments in Maine.
"There is a concerted drive in this legislature to get an appreciable sum of money for the
State Park Commission in order to improve their facilities and give more attention to
proper public park use. The budget request is for $554,888 which also provides for some
new acquisitions.
"Although Governor Baxter has conveyed all of his purchases now to the State, he
contemplates further acquisitions. Because of this and because of the State Park
Commission program, no drives for funds at Katahdin will be requested until after the
war. We are, therefore, only requesting $5,500 to continue as in the past few years with a
limited personal.”
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I will pass on to you word of any developments which come to my attention.
Dictated by Commander Avery, but transcribed and to save time mailed during his absence.
March 9, 1945. Raymond E. Rendall, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine, to Jean
Stephenson.
Dear Miss Stephenson:
Thank you for your letter of February 5, in which you enclosed your proposed article on Maine
Guide Laws. It is very interesting and I am sure it will appeal to all readers of the News. I will be
glad to have you send me 25 copies that I can distribute to our wardens whose districts are in
proximity to the Appalachian Trail. Following are a few comments which I would like to call to
your attention:
The administration of the Baxter State Park now comes under the jurisdiction of the Attorney
General, the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Game, and the Forest Commissioner, which
is known as the Baxter State Park Authority. The statute providing for the Baxter State Park
Commission was repealed a few years ago.
I do not feel that the charge "that the non-resident fisherman or hunter is inherently more careful
with fire in the woods than is the Maine native" is well founded. Nor do statistics show that
native lumbermen or employees of Maine corporations as a class are responsible for extensive
forest fires. As a class, statistics consistently show that smokers rate the largest cause percentage
of our human carelessness fires. These smokers are not confined to any special vocation.
The building of fires is permitted at our Forest Service camp sites. It would be timely to advocate
more of these camp sites, either under the Jurisdiction of this office or under the State Park
Commission.
Your statement that legislation “excluded non-residents from the use of Maine woods” is rather
broad. There is only a prohibition concerning the building of fires. There is no other prohibition
in regard to travelling through the woods as long as there is no trespass upon private rights.
You reference to the forest lands comprising almost 2/3 of the entire state should be changed to
read 4/5. 83.5% of Maine is covered with forest growth.
The reference to prohibition of lighting fires in unorganized towns is covered by one statute.
Chapter 11, Section 53, R.S. 1930 provides for a permit to build fires in the woods in organized
towns at any time there is not snow on the ground.
March 12, 1945. Joseph Rohr, Moxdale Camp, The Forks, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Handwritten]
Dear Mr. Avery:
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Many, many thanks for the magazines you have so kindly sent me. They are a source of great
enjoyment up here in the winter months and I greatly enjoy reading them. We have had a pretty
severe winter up here and only two days ago it was 15 below when I got up in the morning. We
have had plenty of snow and there was about four feet of snow in the woods. Thus far we have
had no warm days to settle the snow and it looks as if it would be some time before the road to
Moxie will be passable. I helped Roland Hoar, who operates Troutdale harvest 580 cakes of ice
18” x 18” and about 20” thick. I have been very comfortable here at the camp in spite of 30
below temperatures several nights and of course I have plenty of food in the cellar. I never could
get along without that cellar for there nothing freezes and if I want to go down river for a day or
so I empty the tank in the stove, water pails and just shut the camp up. There is a German prison
camp about twenty miles north of The Forks and twelve miles back in the woods, near Spencer
Lake. Three prisoners got away a week ago but four days later they were caught at West Forks
by two game wardens. They have about two hundred and fifty prisoners there cutting pulpwood
and I believe thus far they have cut about thirteen thousand cords. They are cutting logs for
plywood north of The Forks and in fact way north of Jackman. That birch for plywood goes to
Bingham and the pulpwood goes to Madison and Waterville I believe. I have seen quite a few
deer lately out on the ice but north of here, tho only yesterday I saw five crossing on the ice
south of Troutdale. Right near here we do not see deer but we do see quite a few foxes crossing
the lake. I believe Francis Spofford who has been on Bald Mt. lookout for several years will be
there again this summer. They are having hard work to keep the game warden force filled up and
are taking almost anyone with no examination, but I understand any game warden going on now
goes just for the duration. Beaver trappers have had a poor season, for the snow was deep and
very soft so that a snowshoe would sink down almost a foot. I trust you have been well the past
winter and that you are not working too hard. Remember me kindly to any of the hikers I met
here a few years ago. Folsom has sold two of his camps and has been in Florida since Oct., two
years ago last fall. I doubt if he comes back, for I understand he has bought a place down there.
Thanks again for remembering me with those magazines.
March 14, 1945. Gennet Maxon and Barbara Kind, Talcott Hall, Oberlin, Ohio, [to The
ATC?]
Dear Sirs:
We would like to express our appreciation for the information you sent us on request last winter
concerning trails in Maine and New Hampshire. This information was invaluable to us in
planning our trip through the Mahoosuc Range in September.
Our trip was wonderful and we found the trails in excellent condition except for one small stretch.
We were particularly pleased to find, on our only day of bad weather, that someone had cleared
the trail above Mahoosuc Notch. This work seemed to have been done just a few days before our
trip and we were happy and amazed at all the sawing that had been done. Our unknown friend
also left quantities of dry wood at all the shelters.
The bad stretch (described on page 6-126 of the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine - 1942)
came on descending the West Peak of Baldpate just beyond the brook at 5.3 miles and before
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ascending the wooded spur. Here the trail was completely obscured by tall underbrush. We hope
this information will be of value to you and we wish to thank you for a most enjoyable trip.
This summer we are interested in climbing in the southern Appalachians and we would
appreciate any information as to trails and guidebooks, particularly concerning the Smokies.
March 17, 1945. Jean Stephenson to Raymond Rendall, Forest Commissioner, Maine.
Dear Mr. Rendall:
I have received your letter of March 9th, in reply to mine of February 5th with respect to the
article we propose to publish in APPALACHIAN TRAILWAY NEWS on the Maine Guide
Laws, and have read with much interest your comments on it.
I have gone over the article, in the light of your comments and have incorporated therein the
various suggestions made.
As soon as the article is published I will send you twenty-five copies to be distributed to your
wardens.
There is little doubt that there has been much misunderstanding of the purposes and intent of the
Maine Guide Laws, and also of the necessity for the restrictions on the use of fire in the woods.
More and comprehensive publicity, as well as constant indoctrination by out-of-door groups
ought to do much toward correction of these difficulties.
With much appreciation for the interest you have taken in assisting to have the article correct,
March 21, 1945. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor, P. 0. Box 345, Guilford, Maine.
Dear Helon:
We are hoping to be back in a section of Maine which you know. To save letter-writing, I am
sending you copies of some letters which show what we are trying to do.
I am concerned with the section between the side trail down to Dore's Camps and Moxie Bald. I
am afraid that some of it, with the exception of what you were able to do, is in decidedly bad
shape. However, the set-up was not such that I thought we could try to base our party in this area.
I am trying to give publicity to the needs of this section and perhaps we may be lucky enough to
get two or three people to go over the area.
What is the transportation situation now in the way of getting into either Blanchard or Monson?
Is it the same as when we were there before--the morning train and bus?
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There is one bad spot which you can reach quite easily. That is in the middle of the section
between Blanchard and Monson in some old cuttings and bushes where the Trail turns. If you
ever have any opportunity, you might look this up.
There is just a chance that, in order to give myself some real pleasure on this trip, I may work out
plans so that I can cover a bit of this middle section before the trip and leave early. If I do this, I
will let you know, for I would like to meet up with you somewhere. My problem would be
getting in to Yoke Ponds with the least possible expenditure of time.
The last time you wrote, your son was in the Pacific, Is he still out there now?
Dictated by Commander Avery but written and mailed during his absence to avoid delay.
March 21, 1945. Myron Avery to Roland Hoar, Troutdale Cabins, The Forks, Maine.
Dear Mr. Hoar:
When I wrote you in 1944 about the Trail work which you did for us on Moxie Bald, I said that
we hoped to have an excursion which would go through Moxie Pond in 1945. Our plans are
shaping up this way now. It is, of course, impossible to indicate what the situation will be or how
many we might have. Last year we had eighteen on the two weeks' trip.
For reasons of transportation, I think it would probably be easier to try to come in direct to
Moxie Pond. The last time we came to Blanchard and spent the night at the firetower. This was
all right from the transportation end but meant quite some arrangements in the way of getting
food, etc., to the firetower. If we come in direct, we would plan to spend three nights at Moxie
Pond and then move westward.
It is our expectation to make this trip the last week in August and the first week in September.
While it is still very early, I thought we would make our preliminary plans. Would you let us
know what the transportation situation is from the main line of the Maine Central and what, in
your opinion, would be the easiest way to get in?
Our party would plan to repaint as much of the Trail as possible. So, for this reason, we would
like to have you do again the Trail work as far east on Moxie Bald and as far over toward
Pleasant Pond Mountain as you can go.
Some time ago Miss Stephenson sent to you photographs which were taken of Troutdale Camps
by Merrill some thirty years ago. I assume that you duly received these and they may make
interesting souvenirs to use on your wall.
At your convenience, we would like to hear from you as to the situation. We are sending a copy
of this letter to Mr. Rohr, who was so much help to us in our trip in 1941.
We shall hope to see you in the fall.
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Dictated by Commander Avery but written and sent forward during his absence to avoid delay.
March 22, 1945. Myron Avery to Mr. and Mrs. E. E. Storey, West Carry Pond Camps,
North New Portland, Maine.
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Storey:
We have good news for ourselves. As far as we can now make arrangements, we hope to repeat
our trip of 1941 only we will start at Moxie Pond. Our Trail work would require three days there,
then there would be two days at Pierce Pond and two days at East Carry. For the rest of the time,
about a week, we would pass it at West Carry Pond. We are promising baked togue to each
registrant and with the length of time which we will have, you will not have to worry about
catching fish on a certain definite day.
We do want to spend some time on Mt. Bigelow. This is going to be hard to work out. I assume
that the Ledge House will stay closed and with the exception of the cabins at Bigelow Village
and the Inn at Stratton, there would not be any place which we could use.
As you may remember from the story of our trip last year, we had a rather large party. If it
should be as large again, we might want to work the thing in shifts; that is, for part of the people
to be out while the others worked around the Carry Ponds. This might make it easier all the way
around, although they would have to take food with them.
It would be our expectation to be there the first week In September. We are writing early to let
you know of our plans. One of the difficulties in getting around Bigelow would be transportation.
So I am asking (in addition to my inquiry about the Ledge House and Bigelow Village) as to
whether there is any public transportation going up to Stratton now and whether there would be
any chance of hiring a truck to take us back and forth on Bigelow. I was very sorry to hear
through Miss Stephenson that Elwyn had had the misfortune to cripple himself to some degree. I
hope that he will recover rapidly and that things at the Camps will permit him to do the trail
work which he was able to accomplish in 1941, so that we can concentrate on renewing the paint
blazes.
These plans will sound pretty indefinite but it will indicate that you will see us--if all goes well-early in September.
By the way, after our 1942 trip, we left some pruning shears at the Ledge House. I would like to
get these for use next year. Would Elwyn ever have a chance to ask the proprietors or how
should we go about trying to get them dug up?
Dictated by Commander Avery but written and sent forward during his absence to avoid delay.
March 22,1945. Myron Avery to Mrs. Ralph Sterling, Pierce Pond Camps, Caratunk,
Maine.
Dear Mrs. Sterling:
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While it is very early to make any definite plans, our present indications are to have a Trailclearing trip ever The Appalachian Trail in Maine. We plan to start at Moxie Pond and work
westward. Since nothing has been done since 1941, things are probably in very bad condition.
I thought I would write to you to ascertain whether you plan to open the Camps this year. I have
had no news from the area for some time and I was somewhat uncertain as to what the situation
might be.
Our trip would be the last week in August and we would stay at the Camps for two days while
we worked on the Trail.
It is, of course, impossible to indicate what the party may be but as you may have noticed from
the account of the trip in the September 1944 issue of Appalachian Trailway News there were
some eighteen people with us at that time.
I am not quite sure how we would arrange to get in to Moxie Pond to start the trip. How do your
people come in who are not able to make the trip by car?
I will appreciate your letting me hear from you at your convenience.
March 22, 1945. Marion Park to The Sporting Camps on The Appalachian Trail in Maine:
In keeping with the usual practice, we intend to issue a Supplement to Guide to The Appalachian
Trail in Maine this year. We have sent to you previously the loose-leaf green-bound volume
which was printed in 1941 and the annual Supplements.
We appreciate that it is very early to be asking about plans for 1945. However, it takes
considerable time to print the Supplement and when we wait for full information, the
Supplement does not get issued in time.
Accordingly, we are writing to ask if you will indicate whether you expect to operate your
Camps this year and will also let us know of any item of interest which should appear in the
Supplement.
For your convenience in replying, there is enclosed an addressed envelope.
This letter is being sent to each sporting camp along the Trail, in all 26. I am numbering the
letters to correspond with numbers listed in my Guidebook so as to know from whom the replies
come.
March 22, 1945. Myron Avery to Joseph L. Rohr, Moxdale Camp, The Forks, Maine.
Dear Mr. Rohr:
I am sending to you a copy of a letter which we have written to Troutdale Cabins. This indicates
that we may see you this year.
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Yesterday it was 86 down here. 1 imagine that at Moxie Pond the ice has hardly gone from the
lake.
I trust that you have had a pleasant winter and are in good health. We shall look forward to
hearing from you as to what has happened in the area. I presume that Folsom's Camps will
remain closed.
Dictated by Commander Avery but written and sent forward during his absence to avoid delay.
March 23, 1945. Myron Avery to Mrs. Bessie Steele, Carry Pond Camps, Bingham, Maine.
Dear Mrs. Steele:
You will remember writing me last summer that you were reopening and operating the Carry
Pond Camps.
While it is very early to attempt to make any plans, we hope to have an excursion on the Trail in
Maine similar to that in 1941 and would plan on being at Carry Pond for two nights. We, of
course, will need to do some very much needed Trail clearing.
We would expect to be there the last week in August.
At this time I thought I would write and ask if you would tell me what your plans are as to the
operation of your camps in 1945, so that we can arrange accordingly.
Dictated by Commander Avery but written and sent forward during his absence to avoid delay.
March 23, 1945. Myron Avery to Herbert Blackwell, Stratton, Maine.
Dear Mr. Blackwell:
It is a little early to begin to think about trips to the Maine woods but there is a good indication
that we may have a work party on Mt, Bigelow this year.
Last year, as I wrote you, we had a rather large party of eighteen and fixed up fifty-five miles of
Trail between Yoke Ponds and Mt. Katahdin. If all goes well, we would plan to start the last
week in August at Moxie Pond, spend three days there, then two days at Pierce Pond and two at
East Carry. By the first of September we would be at West Carry, which we would make our
base.
As I understand the Ledge House is closed down and transportation is hard to get, we might have
difficulty in accomplishing very much on Mt. Bigelow. However, we are going to try to go from
Bigelow Village to Orbeton Stream to see if we can do anything in the way of trying to get that
link re-opened.
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I am told that the two miles on Little Bigelow are again in terrible shape. I suppose, that the halfmile east of the old trail to the firetower and the section through the lumbered area are likewise
pretty badly grown up and work here would take several days which could be devoted to more
productive effort.
I thought that we would like to tell you of this possibility so that you could let us know of any
changes or developments which might fit into our plans. I would like particularly to know how
the board signs have stood the winters on Mt. Bigelow and whether they would need any
renewing.
Dictated by Commander Avery but written and sent forward during his absence to avoid delay.
March 23, 1945. Myron Avery to Fred Hutchins, Stratton, Maine.
Dear Mr. Hutchins:
It is a little early to begin to think about trips to the Maine woods but there is a good indication
that we may have a work party on Mt. Bigelow this year.
Last year, as I wrote you, we had a rather large party of eighteen and fixed up fifty-five miles of
Trail between Yoke Ponds and Mt. Katahdin. If all goes well, we would plan to start the last
week in August at Moxie Pond, spend three days there, then two days at Pierce Pond and two at
East Carry. By the first of September we would be at West Carry, which we would make our
base.
As I understand the Ledge House is closed down and transportation is hard to get, we might have
difficulty in accomplishing very much on Mt. Bigelow. However, we are going to try to go from
Bigelow Village to Orbeton Stream to see if we can do anything in the way of trying to get that
link re-opened.
I am told that the two miles on Little Bigelow are again in terrible shape. I suppose that the halfmile east of the old trail to the firetower and the section through the lumbered area are likewise
pretty badly grown up and work here would take several days which could be devoted to more
productive effort.
I thought that we would like to tell you of this possibility so that you could let us know of any
changes or developments which might fit into our plans. I would like particularly to know how
the board signs have stood the winters on Mt. Bigelow and whether they would need any
renewing.
Dictated by Commander Avery but written and sent forward during his absence to avoid delay.
March 23, 1945. Marion Park to Wm. Sawyer, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine.
Dear Mr. Sawyer:
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I thought it would be of interest to you to know of a letter which we have received with respect
to the condition of The Appalachian Trail in western Maine.
Same letter sent to Mr. Attwood
CC to Mr. Heard
Miss Stephenson
March 23, 1945. Myron Avery to Raymond Rendall, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Ray:
You may remember that after our Maine Appalachian Trail trip in 1942, I wrote you as to what
we had been able to accomplish in the way of reclearing and re-marking the trails on Bigelow as
well as renewing all of the board signs. Your Fire Warden cared for half a mile which we were
unable to reach, so that the Bigelow system was then in very good shape.
When I first saw Mt. Bigelow, it was a wonderful base for a trail system. Since then the
hurricane and the lumbering have left about three miles where maintenance is just a sheer need
of mowing. This is on the eastern side of the mountain and makes for a tough trail maintenance
proposition. Up in the green timber the route stays open pretty well.
I am writing to say that we hope to repeat this trail work trip the first week of September in 1945.
We shall start at Moxie Pond and go westward. Last year we had eighteen people and if we get
anything like the same number this year, we might to be able to make some impression on the
area.
I expect that the article on Mt. Bigelow for which you furnished me with the early map and data
on the Forest tower will appear in June or in December. When it comes out, I shall be very sure
to send you copies for the wardens and the Forest Service records.
I am sending a copy of this letter to Chief Fire Warden Viles Wing, so that he may know of our
intended plans. The Club in 1941 spent a very pleasant evening at Mr. Wing’s "summer
residence" at Flagstaff.
Dictated by Commander Avery but written and sent forward during his absence to avoid delay.
Copy to Mr. Viles Wing
March 23, 1945. Myron Avery to Earland Winter, Kingfield, Maine.
Dear Mr. Winter:
You have certainly reached the height of fame which all of the Senators and Representatives in
Washington strive for. When the Washington papers carry items of the Maine Game Wardens
recapturing escaped German prisoners, that is news.
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About twenty-five years ago I was in that region when working for the Forest Service and I
certainly would like to get back there.
I wrote to you some time ago about our hope to have a Trail work trip to western Maine this year.
Our plans have materialized to the extent that we hope to be there the first week in September.
The matter of accommodations is a considerable problem We shall probably have to stay at West
Carry Pond and make trips out from there. The transportation and getting around is going to be
very difficult.
We are planning to start at Moxie Pond, spending three days there, then two days at Pierce Pond
and two days at East Carry.
If we can work out the transportation arrangements, we would like to do something in the way of
re-marking the section from Sugarloaf to Orbeton Stream. It is something to shoot for anyway.
I am hoping that perhaps you can find some good excuse to get up on that ridge and if you did
what you did what you could [sic] to reopen the section to Sugarloaf, we would have little in the
way of problems here.
If you have any opportunity to see the section or if there have been any developments in the
region, I should appreciate very much your letting me know.
Were the Redington Pond Camps operated last year?
If we could work out the transportation, we might get this crowd on the range for a couple of
days. The trouble is transportation plus no base. My expectation would be--if all goes well--to be
at West Carry the first of September. If you learn of anybody who would want to do some work
between Yoke and Blanchard, the Maine Appalachian Trail Club treasury could help toward
defraying the expense. This might be of some interest in normal times when some of the Outing
Club students might welcome an excursion of this order.
Dictated by Commander Avery but written and mailed during his absence to avoid delay.
March 23, 1945 Myron Avery to Charles Pryor, 3306 Shepherd Street, Mt. Rainier,
Maryland.
Dear Charlie:
Our plans for 1945 which will be announced in the Bulletin contemplate going between Moxie
Bald Mountain in Section 13 of the Guidebook and Orbeton Stream.
There is a possibility that some people may cover from Yoke Ponds to Blanchard. I thought I
would let you know this development so that the signs from Moxie Pond west could be given
preference over any others.
Dictated by Commander Avery but written and mailed during his absence to avoid delay.
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March 28, 1945. Frank E. Wing, Director, New England Medical Center, 25 Bennet Street,
Boston, Mass., to Myron Avery.
Dear Commander Avery:
I must apologize for long delay in reply to your letter of October 7, 1944, commenting on the
report which I sent you on September 28, containing information with respect to beaver dam
flowage on the Appalachian Trail between Chadwick's Outlying Camps and Logan Brook in the
Pleasant River East Branch section.
I am now sending photographs which I took at the time showing the existence of the flowage,
together with a rough pencil sketch indicating its approximate location. I judge that the Trail
goes for a short distance along a tributary to Logan Brook. After I got around the flowage and
picked up the Trail on the other end, no difficulties beyond that point were encountered.
Although the growth is rather heavy and thick in the location of the dam, a slight deviation to the
right brings one to higher ground, and I do not think the detour would be over 100 to 150 yards.
It is a little difficult to estimate the distance when one is breaking through heavy fir growth on
the first occasion. I intend to go over the Trail again the next time I am up there, which may be
early in June or in September. In case nothing has been done to it before that time, I shall at least
see that some blazes are made to assist anyone else in trying to get through. I imagine, however,
that Fred Chadwick may have done something about it before this time.
Many thanks for the copies of the 1944 issues of Appalachian Trailway News. I did not happen
to have them, although I do have the latest Guide to The Appalachian Trail in Maine.
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April 2, 1915. Myron Avery to Frank E, Wing, Director, New England Medical Center, 25
Bennet Street, Boston, Massachusetts.
Dear Mr. Wing:
I have your letter of March 28th. I am most appreciative of your pains in preparing the sketch.
The delay in the matter has, of course, not caused any difficulty or inconvenience.
It seems to be the story that these flowages come in in unexpected localities. I had thought that
this might be on the main Logan Brook. I do not recall the side branch which your sketch
indicates.
The photographs are most interesting in the way of showing the problems involved.
I am afraid that we are not going to be able to cover this section this year. I am having sent to
you a copy of the 1944 issues of Trailway News. We hope to have a work party in Maine this
year but it will have to start at Moxie Pond. There are several factors which necessitate leaving
over until another year the intermediate area. I realize that by that time matters will be in a very
serious state. I do not know how we will be able to get any work done between West Branch
Ponds and the Kokadjo Road. Consequently we should welcome anything which you can do in
the way of blazing a detour. We have found that there is a tendency of trail travelers to ignore
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axe blazes and attempt to follow the white blazes even into the swamp, so do not have any
hesitation in removing any that you can reach.
I do not know whether this town was opened to trapping. If so, it might have solved our
problems.
I shall be greatly obliged to you for any word as to the situation after you have been in the area.
Dictated by Commander Avery but written and sent forward during his absence to avoid delay.
April 4, 1945. Fred Hutchins, Stratton, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear friendWell—I received your very welcome letter relating to our Appalachian Trail and specifically
about our Mt. Bigelow section—also Sugarloaf Mt. etc. So—I will try and tell you a few things
about the trails. As I think I wrote you some time last year that because of a bad fall I got from a
piazza roof and “landing” on my hands and knees on a very solid cement walk I received severe
injuries to my right ankle and knee and hip, also gashing my leg a bit. I was entirely unable to do
extensive mountain climbing and following the Trail which I so like to do. I did, however, get to
the summit of Sugarloaf on one trip only. And I did brush out on trail quite a bit from the Leanto up. I also painted quite a bit white on the rocks underfoot up over the barren sections. But—
because of my bum ankle I did not go beyond Sugarloaf West. I did not succeed in getting to
Oberton Stream as I planned to do. I got on to Bigelow Mt. as far as Cranberry Peak going up
this way from Stratton. I done some brushing on the trail because I always carry my trail axe. But
I chopped thru several wind falls and I can say the trail (blue) up this way as far as Cranberry
Peak is in pretty good condition considering the very small amount of travel. Our Trail, of course
has not been traveled very much since the War. But our interest in it does not lessen and now I
am able to travel fairly well. I do plan to make the Bigelow Mt. trip—From Bigelow Station
(Village) up to Horns Pond—and brush out this section of the trail—Then follow Trail West to
Cranberry Peak and work on that. Oh yes, I realize a whole lot of work needs to be done on the
Trail all over this section. But it’s very hard to get anybody to go along and work. Our Game
Wardens do not take hold of this work now very much. You see your old friend Helon Taylor
has left this region and is now in the Moosehead area. Helon took a great interest in the
Appalachian Trail. But I assure you I am “a going” up over what part of the Trail I can find the
time for—and will work on it. I hope this finds you O.K.
If you get into this area look me up.
April 4, 1945. Leona Sterling [On State of Maine Senate Chamber stationery], Pierce Pond
Camps, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
We are planning to operate our camps at Pierce Pond as usual, and will be glad to take care of
your party while they are working on the Trail.
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I do not know very much about the condition of the Trail as there have been very few people
over it in the last two years. Have not heard of any heavy pulp cuttings having been made
between Dead River and the Kennebec.
Most of our people who are unable to make the trip by car come to Waterville by train and from
there to Bingham by bus, where we arrange to meet them. The bus arrives in Bingham about 5.30
P.M.
Very glad to hear from you and hope to see you in August.
April 5, 1945. W. L. Bacon, W. L. Bacon Co., New Bedford, Mass., to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
Is it possible for you to send me another copy of Map No. 4? The one that covers the area of
Rainbow Lake in Maine. You gave me one at Clifford Camps last year but my bookkeeper has
misplaced it. I am planning to spend a few weeks in that region some time in August and
September and I would like to use this map. I hope it is possible to see you again up there.
April 7, 1945. Norman D. Cann, Deputy Commissioner, Internal Revenue Service, to The
Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Inc., Augusta, Maine.
Gentlemen:
Reference is made to the evidence submitted by you for use in determining your status for
Federal income tax purposes.
The evidence submitted discloses that you were incorporated under the laws of the State of
Maine on October 18, 1939, for the purpose of promoting the construction and maintenance, in
the State of Maine, of a section of The Appalachian Trail extending from Katahdin to the MaineNew Hampshire boundary, to be supplemented by side trails and a system of camps at proper
intervals, so as to render accessible for tramping, the wilderness region of Maine through which
the trail route passes. It is stated in your affidavit that the mountain footpath is maintained for
public recreational use.
It is further shown that you are presently engaged in maintaining The Appalachian Trail in
Maine, and in preparing and selling guidebooks, maps, and other publications illustrative of that
trail. Your income is derived from the sale of guidebooks and maps and from contributions and
is used to defray the cost of your publications, maintaining the trail, and the miscellaneous
expenses incidental to the distribution of your maps and guidebooks. Section 101(6) of the
Internal Revenue Code provides for the exemption of:
"Corporations and any community chest, fund, or foundation, organized and operated
exclusively for religious, charitable, scientific, literary, or educational purposes, *** no
part of the net earnings of which inures to the benefit of any private shareholder or
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individual, and no substantial part of the activities of which is carrying on propaganda, or
otherwise attempting to influence legislation:"
Section 29.101(6) of Regulations 111, construing the above-quoted section of the Code, provides
that in order to be exempt under Section 101(6) an organization must be organized and operated
"exclusively" for one or more of the purposes specified.
Although some of your activities are educational in character, it is the opinion of this office that
you are not organized and operated exclusively for one or more of the purposes specified in
Section 101(6) of the Internal Revenue Code. It is held, therefore, that you are not entitled to
exemption from Federal income tax under this provision of law.
It is the opinion of this office, however, based upon the evidence submitted, that you are entitled
to exemption under the provisions of Section 101(8) of the Internal Revenue Code as an
organization not organized for profit but operated exclusively for the promotion of social welfare.
Accordingly, you will not be required to file income tax returns unless you change the character
of your organization, the purposes for which you were organized, or your method of operation.
Any such changes should be reported immediately to the Collector of Internal Revenue for your
district in order that their effect upon your exempt status may be determined.
Since any organization which is exempt from Federal income tax under the provisions of Section
101 of the Internal Revenue Code also is exempt from the capital stock tax pursuant to the
express provisions of section 1201(a)(1) of the Internal Revenue Code, you will not be required
to file capital stock tax returns for future years so long as the exemption from income tax is
effective.
You will be required, however, to file annually, beginning with your current accounting period,
an information return on Form 990 (revised May 1944) with the collector of internal revenue for
your district so long as this exemption remains in effect. This form may be obtained from the
collector and is required to be filed on or before the fifteenth day of the fifth month following the
close of your annual accounting period.
The collector of internal revenue for your district is being advised of this action.
By direction of the Commissioner.
April 8, 1945. Adelaide Storey, West Carry Pond Camps, North New Portland, Maine, to
Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Your letter of March 22nd arrived recently amid high water via detours, trucks, canoes and what
not but any way we were very glad to hear from you and of the “Good News”, which we surely
hope comes true for it will seem as if old times were with us again. As for promising baked
togue—well—we hope we can fill the bill for I guess that’s what we all will have to resort to. I
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sure would relish one right now for I’m getting tired of eggs etc. Never-the-less I think I am safe
in saying that I can give you fish in some style. Your problem surely sounds hard to work out
right now but perhaps we can help you get around it some how before Sept. We hope that by
then that the problem of transportation will be eased some what. Right now we cannot answer all
your questions but will see the caretaker at the Ledge House and perhaps he will let you have
cabins and if you could manage the eats problems he’d let you get your own meal. He let hunters
in that way last Fall. Also will find out about the shears—would you want them shipped to some
point where you are to work first or did you just want to get them for use around Bigelow? We
will try and find out about the cabins at Bigelow Village if they plan to be open etc.
If you find that you want to stay at the Stratton Inn I suggest you make reservations for they have
been full up this winter and turned away some people we know of. There is no transportation
other than taxis and Mr. Teague at the Stratton Inn has a station wagon, but as I said before
perhaps by then, we can round up a truck.
Elwyn will try and do the trail work if business permits. As far as we know now the trail on our
end isn’t too bad altho there may be some wind falls to be removed. I was over part of it toward
the Ledge House last Fall and was very much surprised that it was in such good condition.
However, we will go over it and see what needs to be done—before September. Miss Sampson
said there was a short distance on Little Bigelow where the markings were down and raspberry
bush thick.
You remember that you left 1 pair pruning shears at West Carry also 2 brush whackers.
As soon as you can get some idea of how many there will be in the party if you’ll let us know we
will try and ease your problems. We will drop you a line as soon as we can find out about things.
Glad you are coming the first week in Sept. for that will fit in very nicely with our calendar for
usually by the 15th anyway we have peop0le for the Fall fishing.
Today was very warm and we sort of got the itch to get out so packed up our lunch and went up
the tote road that goes up past the old mill onto Bigelow, quite a lot of snow yet in the woods but
fields and main roads bare. We picked a bouquet moose wood and pussy willows and even saw a
snake.
Last week was extremely hot for April 1st. 70 on our porch but this week it has been cold and
rain and down to 22 yesterday (Apr. 7) and the ground frozen hard. We have been thankful that
we didn’t get any rain for the water has been exceptionally high, especially along here as the man
who has been cutting pulp down near bog brook outlet piled 12,000 cords on the river and they
have a double boom, so it is holding the water up but the past two days it has gone down altho
the river is bank full and still water on the low lands.
Well now all I have to do is have a session with the O.P.A. for food stuffs for the coming
summer so guess I had better get at it.
April 9, 1945. Jean Stephenson to Marjorie Hurd, Appalachia
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Dear Marjorie:
Your letter arrived Friday. I was a little aghast to find that the Mt. Bigelow article had already
gone to the printer, as I thought I had clearly said it was a first draft and that Commander Avery
was making some corrections. I got in touch with him at once and got the corrected copy from
him. I have now corrected a carbon copy and am sending it with this. While the changes are not
too extensive, they would be a good deal to make in the galley; yet they make the difference
between a rough piece of work and a finished one, and really should be made.
The carbon copy is now in such shape that you can send it to the printer and ask him to substitute
it for the original copy. If he has not set it, there will be little trouble. If he has, he can re-set
before he sends you the galley, and they will save some time and insure a better or rather a more
accurate job. You will notice that the principal change is an extensive insert on pp.12 and 12A.
Commander Avery had added a reference to the Montresor map, and intended to use that also. I
judge that you have already planned your pages without a second map, and he seems quite
willing to drop out the Montresor map, if you want to do it. I have, therefore, drawn a line
through that sentence. If, on making up the copy you find you have room for the Montresor map,
let me know and I will see that you get it. Using it would really round out the story.
As for the 1792 map we are fixing for you, it will be back to you by the 23rd, which I gather from
your letter will be ample time.
I am glad you can use all the photographs; they are good, and will give many quite a different
impression of Bigelow than they now have.
On second thoughts, I realize that I should have let you know I could send the revised "copy" for
the Bigelow article, so the printer would not be going ahead with the work. I expect I had better
telegraph you that it is on the way, so will do so, and get this off by air mail to-day.
If there is anything more I can do to help with this, let me knew. You will send the galley proof
down to be read, I suppose. I will try to be more careful than with my "Saddleback" item in
which the Heber Guidebooks error slipped through. I’ll send the "biographical note" along next
time I write, as I do not want to hold this up longer. That, of course, can be quite short time time
[sic].
Please return the revised copy I am enclosing with the galley.
April 18, 1945. Constance Sellman, Committee on APPALACHIA, to Myron Avery.
Dear Commander Avery:
I am enclosing the galley proof of your splendid article, “Maine’s Second Mountain”, for the
June issue of Appalachia. Will you kindly look it over and indicate in the margin any necessary
corrections? I have sent a copy also to Miss Stephenson for proof reading. Your copy of proof
should be returned to me within four days as the June issue will go to press at the end of next
week. Any changes which may reach us after that time cannot be incorporated in the article.
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The enclosed mimeographed sheet contains reprint information. The addresses to which your
copies of Appalachia are to be sent as well as orders for reprints should be in our hands not later
than May 6th.
It is the policy of APPALACHIA to furnish its authors five copies of the magazine. When you
return the enclosed proof please indicate to what address or addresses you wish your five copies
sent.
Reprints of your article are available at cost. We estimate that it will require a reprint of 15 pages,
including illustrations. One hundred such reprints, saddled wired, with self covers, and with
reprint lines on the front page, would cost approximately $12.50.
Should you prefer, you may have your reprints run off without the illustrations. For 100 such
reprints, the price would be approximately $9.00, with a charge of $2.50 for additional hundreds.
If you want separate covers, $4.50 should be added to the price for the first hundred; $1.50 for
additional hundreds.
If your needs can be met by a small lot of 15 or 20 copies, we can have extra sheets run off with
the magazine, and stapled together. For these the charge usually runs about $1.00.
You will be billed direct from the Vermont Printing Company, Brattleboro, Vermont.
Please let us know, when you return the proof, what your reprint needs will be, specifying how
many, whether they are to include illustrations, and whether they are to have self-covers or
separate covers.
April 21, 1945. Jean Stephenson to Marjorie Hurd, Appalachia
Dear Marjorie:
Your several letters duly arrived, and found me at a particularly busy moment, so I did not take
time to acknowledge them. However, I now have the "detail" from the 1792 map, and as you
wanted it by Monday, I am taking time out to send it along.
Ensign Morrison did a beautiful job, I think, in the drafting, and in following the identical style
of the old lettering, merely making it larger so that when reduced it will look almost exactly like
the original drawing. The caption, I would suggest, should be set in type and then pasted where I
have inserted it. You will note I included the reference to the place where the map is on deposit.
The drawing was considerably reduced from the original map, and in proportion so it can be
reduced to the size you mentioned, 4 ¾ x 7 ½. It will then be one-half the size of the original
map, and I have so stated in the caption, as the title of the map includes a statement of the scale,
and without notation as to the reduction the map would be misleading.
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You asked about the correct spelling of the name "Flynt” - or should it be "Flint". On the map
itself, across the top and face, as well as the papers with with [sic] filed, it is "Royal Flynt",
although in the title of the map it is written "Flint". As a matter of fact, it was properly "Flynt",
for that was the name of Mr. Royal Flynt, the way he spelled it and used it, and the way his
children and descendants spell it. One of them. Roy Flynt, is a member of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club, and my predecessor as its publicity director. So it is correct to use
"Flynt" in the text.
On receipt of your letter indicating that the Montresor map might also be used, I took steps to get
it, and will get it off to you Monday. It will be in shape for reproduction also. (By the way, just
in case sometime [sic] happens so it will not be ready by Monday, when will you have to have it?
The reason for asking is that a new drawing may be necessary and that may not be finished by
Monday, although it is expected that it will be.
About the note on Katahdin - again it was my mistake. I must take to looking more carefully at
things before sending them on. When Myron sent it to me saying I might want it for Trailway
News or Appalachia, I had the notation put on it for Appalachia, and stuck it in my file. When I
wrote you I pulled it out and sent it, without remembering that meanwhile he had sent a note
saying he was afraid his typist had not corrected the original, and that he had found on his copies
she had used 1900 instead of 1898; that when he was dictating he had said 1900 and later told
her to change it to 1898, he found she had only done so in the one place, and that she had sent it
on to me while he was away, so only on his return did he find how his copies read, and for me to
see if the correction had been made, and if not, to make it. In my haste, I overlooked this, so
sorry! Please change 1900 in both cases to 1898. From your letter I also discovered that I had not
filled in the reference to Appalachia, which he had subsequently sent me, in the same note as the
correction. I regret this, since it put you to so much trouble. However, I am glad you did find it,
and the item is complete. I did not think of "credit" when I sent it, but of course it is Myron’s, not
mine, and should have his name attached - not that it makes any difference to him, but it was his
thought, his note, and his discovery, so should be handled accordingly.
The proof on the Bigelow article arrived yesterday. I have not had a chance to look at it yet, but
will do so over the week-end. I called Myron’s office this morning, and find he will be out of
town until Monday. Miss Sellman said she also sent a copy of the galley to him, but in view of
his absence it is obvious that he can do nothing on it until the first of the week. However, by
Tuesday I should have my part of it done, and I will consult with him on it also, so that the galley
I return to Miss Sellman will embody his comments as well. This will make it easier for her to
proceed, as she will have no "reconciling'' of various notes to do.
You asked if I could do proof reading. As I felt it unwise to promise to do editing, in view of the
uncertainty of my free time, I feel I should certainly do some proof reading for you. So that on
this, the answer is “Yes". If it happens to come at a time when I am completely submerged, and
the time limit it too short for me to do it personally, I can always call on some of my colleagues
who are expert proof readers - better than I am, in fact. So I think it is safe to promise this. And
certainly I feel I should do my share of the “drudgery" of the committee.
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This note has grown to considerable proportions, and I had better stop, and get to work so that I
can finish up and start on the Bigelow proof. I hope you like the map. If there is anything more
on which I can help in getting this article as it should be, let me know. I feel it is a decided
contribution to the literature of the New England forests.
April 21, 1945. Jean Stephenson to W. L. Bacon, 228 Hillman Street, New Bedford, Mass.
Dear Mr. Bacon:
Commander Avery sent to me your letter of April 5th, asking me to see if I could find another
copy of Maine Map No. 4 for you.
Unfortunately, this is the map which has been most popular, and the entire supply has been
exhausted, with the exception of those included in the Guide to The Appalachian Trail in Maine.
Naturally, although a loose-leaf volume, I do not feel justified in removing one from guidebook,
since that would make it incomplete.
We are hoping a little later to secure an additional supply of these maps, but due to war-time
conditions, I doubt if it will be this year.
I regret this situation, as there are many who would like to have this particular map, but at the
present time there is nothing to be done about it.
I trust you will enjoy your trip to the Maine woods this summer. It is most interesting country.
April 24, 1945. Jean Stephenson to “Miss Sellman”.
Dear Miss Sellman:
I am getting the proof off to you to-night. I had hoped to get it mailed Monday, but Commander
Avery’s return was delayed and I thought it would ultimately save time if I held my galley until I
could talk to him, and then incorporate in my galley his changes, so that you would have one
galley instead of two with which to work.
I am enclosing the corrected galley, the original galley and both typescripts, as you requested.
Commander Avery read the galley on the train, without the benefit of his original version of his
notes, but said that while he recognized some phrases that would be foreign to his style, he was
not disposed to put you to the trouble or expense of making alterations. You will notice,
therefore, that there have been virtually no changes. While there are a fair number of small
corrections, which I have marked “A. C." as you requested, they are mostly to make the
statements absolutely accurate or to make the style uniform. I am commenting briefly on them
below.
In the "headnote” - neither of us liked the word "student". Commander Avery could suggest no
alternative, so I swung to the opposite direction and made it "authority". As a matter of fact, that
is the usual reference to him in connection with the history of northern and central Maine.
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The trails are described in Sec. 17 of Chap. 6 and also in Chap. 8 (not sec. 17 of Chap. 8) so I
changed it accordingly. In order not to have to reset the rest of the paragraph I struck out "in
detail" in the preceding line.
The Highway is "27" not "17". This was an error in the original typescript, which had not been
corrected.
A fire tower can hardly be "short”; it should either be "low" or the adjective omitted. We have
omitted it. The typo can be spread so only that line needs to be reset.
“Dead River Post Office" is not a post office but a place. Probably there was once a post office
there, but it was long ago. As it is the name of the place, the words "Post Office" should be caps.
It is referred to locally as the "Post Office", but in such case it is considered a proper name and
should be in caps.
"arctic" was shown in lower case in the “bird” paragraph and caps elsewhere. I do not know your
style for this, but as it appeared only twice when in caps, and several times in lower case, I
changed it to lower case in those two places.
The printer has omitted the accent on Montresor’s name, also the final sentence of that paragraph.
I had probably misunderstood Miss Hurd’s note, but I thought she wanted to put the reference to
the location of the map on the legend, and had done so. Therefore I struck out note 8, and the
superior figure indicating it, and renumbered the remaining notes. That will mean some six lines
to be reset, and if you prefer to leave the footnote in, I can see no objection to it.
Commander Avery did think that as he did not know Mr. Taber, and the paragraph was inserted
by Miss Hurd, it would be better to enclose that note in brackets, and have it signed by the editor,
so as to make it clear that the paragraph had not been an integral part of his article. That will
make it clearer to the readers, in case in future years anyone wants to trace the source of the first
printed statement regarding birds, etc.
1 hope the above is clear to you, also that I am returning the proof in such shape that you can get
it to Miss Hurd by your dead line.
After I get a little more accustomed to your style, so I do not have to check so many things, I can
do a better and faster job on proof-reading. However, it should be borne in mind that down here
we are all working very long hours, and very uncertain ones, and sometimes it takes a bit longer
than one would normally expect to do these things. For example, I found the proof when I
arrived home Friday night at 11 P.M. I did not leave my Navy office until 10 P.M. Saturday, 9
P.M. Monday, or 9:30 P.M. Tuesday, and worked Sunday from 10 A.M. to 7 P.M. As office
hours begin at 8 A.M., you can see that leaves little time. I also had to see Commander Avery,
and check over his notes. So it was late before the proof could go in the mail.
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I wrote Miss Hurd, and am here answering your question on the same point, that I will be glad to
do proof reading for you, as I feel every member of the committee should carry his or her end of
the load, but I would like at least a week in each case. Some time during a week I can get a free
evening or afternoon, to do it myself or check and coordinate what I have had someone else do,
but I can never promise that any specific day will be free. Can you plan accordingly? Let us say,
however, that if you will tell me exactly how you want it prepared, I will try to have it so you
will have the minimum of work to do on it when it is returned.
About the reprints, I understand Commander Avery is probably not going to bother to get any.
However, the Maine Appalachian Trail Club should have some to use in stimulating interest in
that region and in answering inquiries, etc. Is it with you or Miss Hurd that I take up this matter?
What I have in mind is getting some reprints and presenting then to the Maine A.T.C., of which I
am publicity director. This is because that Club has no dues and therefore a very small treasury. I
was wondering if, because they would be used for the purpose of stimulating interest in our New
England mountains and not for private use, whether I could get some at cost price (such as
Appalachia would pay) and not at the usual reprint price to authors. If they did not cost too much
I would like to get 500, but do not quite feel like spending $62.50 for them. I am sending a copy
of this letter to Miss Hurd, and will appreciate it if you or she, whichever handles such matters
will let me know the situation so I can decide what to do and place the order.
If there is anything more I can do for this issue of Appalachia, let me know.
April 25, 1945. Jean Stephenson to Miss Marjorie Hurd, 4 Mercer Circle, Cambridge,
Mass.
Dear Marjorie:
I duly sent the proof off to Miss Sellman, and am enclosing a copy of my accompanying letter,
so you can see just what changes were made and why. They are not too many, I think, under the
circumstances.
I have only had an opportunity to speak briefly to Commander Avery about this Mt. Bigelow
article. He said that a copy of the proof was in his mail and he had read it on the train. He did not
have the original manuscript so was unable to determine the exact changes of the extent of the
"improvement", but it seemed to him that some portions were obviously not his style or
phraseology. He said, however, that there were some places that either he had smoothed down a
bit in the second draft, or else you had done it, where he thought there was definite improvement;
also that there was nothing with which he so greatly disagreed that he would want to put you to
the trouble and expense of making changes, so except in one or two minor points that for one
reason or another he did not want to "go along" with you, he was quite willing to let it stand "as
is”.
If the next time some of his material is used, I can know it in advance and get from him a
finished "copy" in the beginning, much of this trouble will be avoided. We realize the haste with
which this had to be substituted in lieu of the material you did not receive, so can understand
how the rough draft came to be used. You understood, I suppose, that even the "revised" copy I
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sent had not been polished up as he usually does with his articles, after they have been laid aside
to cool, but was merely the revision of his first draft. In view of all this, I think the article as it is
now set up is very good,
I suppose you received the detail from the 1792 map. The detail from the Montresor map was
supposed to be ready to-day, but is not. It was necessary to make a drawing, and it will be a few
days more before it is done. The drawing will be 4-3/4 by 7 1/2, and you can either use it as a full
page map or reduced it half size and turn it sideways and use it as a half-page insert. 1 am
mentioning this, so in making up your dummy you will know what space to leave for it.
Please notice the next to the last paragraph of my letter to Miss Sellman. If you, not she, is the
proper person to let me know about these reprints, please do so. I would like to get some for the
M.A.T.C., to use in my job of publicity director, but would like to get them at as low a cost as
possible, and I thought that as they would be used to further the aims of all our organizations,
A.M.C. as well as M.A.T.C., that of making known our mountain regions in New England, I
might get a better figure than the usual authors' reprint charge.
April 28, 1945.

PROGRAM MEETING

On Thursday evening, May 3, at 8:15, Commander Myron Avery will give an illustrated talk on
Katahdin. Commander Avery’s speeches always represent a fine balance of knowledge, interest,
and humor; furthermore, this one should settle the question whether there is any real justification
for the sweetly self-satisfied “I have been in Maine” expression on the faces of the chosen
whenever the subject is mentioned.
The program will be followed by an informal social hour, music and refreshments. You are
cordially invited, All Souls Unitarian Church, 16th and Harvard Sts., N.W. Second floor,
Alliance Room.
April, 1945. For P.A.T.C. Bulletin
MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL WORK TRIP
The October 1944 P.A.T.C. Bulletin told of the contribution to the maintenance of The
Appalachian Trail in eastern Maine resulting largely from the Washington contingent of the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club. The result was a much needed renovation of 55 miles of
Appalachian Trail in Maine, extending 55 miles from Yoke Ponds to the summit of Katahdin.
Plans for this year contemplate more Trail work but the transfer of activities to the western
portion of the Trail maintained by the Maine Appalachian Trail Club —to a region of higher
peaks and more rugged terrain. The first section of the trip, however, traverses a region
interspersed with Maine lakes which afford so much charm and pleasure in the way of canoeing
and swimming etc. The Trail to be covered extends from Moxie Bald Mountain to Saddleback.
Those who were in Maine in 1941 and 1942 will recall the area.
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The initial access will be to Moxie Pond. The first three days will be based at the picturesquely
located Troutdale Camps on Moxie Pond—a long, narrow body of water whose size illustrates
the discrepancy in the use of "lake" and "pond” in Maine.
Trail work is the justification for this expedition. Eastward the paint marking will be renovated to
the firetower on the long, granite ridge of Moxie Bald and then westward to Pleasant Pond
Mountain, with the first view of the “4,000-footers” of western Maine.
The next move is across the Kennebec Valley with its canoe ferry for a two-day stay at Pierce
Pond, famed for its piscatorial attractions. The next stop, for two days, is 7 miles beyond at East
Carry Pond. Here the Trail route follows the historic course of Benedict Arnold's March
through the Maine wilderness to attack Quebec by way of Dead River. The fourth and final stop
will be with the Maine Appalachian Trail Club's friends of long standing—the Storeys of West
Carry Pond. This is the end of the level terrain, if it can be properly termed that. West Carry
Pond, delightfully situated, with its piece de resistance of baked togue and Mrs. Storey's
inimitable meals, is the base for the remainder of the trip. If the party approaches the size of the
1944 expedition, it may be necessary to establish "shifts.” There will be, of course, a traverse of
Mt. Bigelow, This mountain is second in interest in Maine and has some 22 miles of trail.
Its spruce and fir forest alone would compensate for the trip. There will be this year the promised
bivouac in the twin lean-tos at Horns Pond in the bowl of spruce on the very ridge top. Camping
here will be an unforgettable experience. If transportation permits, there will be a climb of
Sugarloaf, Maine's second highest mountain, and an investigation of the Spauldlng-Abraham
ridge where the aftermath of hurricane damage has closed the Trail.
Those to whom western Maine is an unknown land may obtain from the Appalachian Trail
Conference "Mountains of Western Maine.” Guide to The Appalachian Trail in Maine contains,
of course, the essential data and maps. A comprehensive article on Mt. Bigelow, which is in
preparation, may be available before the excursion.
Perhaps it is in order to speak a word in explanation of these Trail-clearing expeditions. All
meetings of The Appalachian Trail Conference have been suspended since the outbreak of the
war; the May 1945 Appalachian Trailway News explains the policy. These Trails-clearing trips
are not excursions to far distant and remote mountains, clogging up needed and essential
transportation. They are for very real work, such as has received the official sanction which
permits the P.A.T.C. Trail work trips. Participants may have a conscience as clear as the
invigorating Maine air which they will breathe.
The time. The last week in August, the first week in September. The selection is controlled by
the familiar reasons of cooler weather and the absence of flies and mosquitoes.
A detailed memorandum about the trip will be available on June 1st. There will be a meeting of
the trip participants and slides of the area will be shown. As in 1944, Maine Appalachian Trail
Club Treasurer Park will take registrations. Notify her at once of your availability.
The cost. It is impossible to indicate the cost with exactness. For the purpose of an estimate, the
best figures are:
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Transportation:
Expenses while in Maine:

$80.00

For those who find themselves, by reason of the time schedule or other circumstances, unable to
participate, there is trail work to be done between Yoke Ponds and Blanchard. If you desire to
serve, give thought to spending your vacation helping to solve some of The Appalachian Trail
problem in that area.
May 5, 1945. Jean Stephenson to Marjorie Hurd:
Dear Marjorie:
I am glad to hear {letter May 2} that the 1792 map came out well, and that the Bigelow article is
all set. It was too bad not to be able to use the Montresor map, and so have it complete, but I can
realize that space limitations often upset one’s plans. Thanks for letting me know so promptly
that you could not use it. I immediately called off the rush to get it done. Just after that I was out
of town for a time and then had a slight attack of ptomaine poisoning, so I have been much
occupied of late.
It is a matter of regret to me that I was unable to attend the Committee meeting at your home, to
read the proof. I had expected to be able to come up to the next meeting, but had rather thought it
would be in June or July. Between my trip and my illness, work at the office has piled up so that
I could not get away for your meeting to-morrow. I do have to get to Boston sometime this
summer and will hope that it will coincide with one of your meetings, so that I may have the
opportunity of meeting you and the other members of the Committee personally.
You asked for Ensign Morrison's address. It is
Ensign Rheta H. Morrison, (W) U.S.N.R.
161 Danbury St., N.W.
Washington, D.C.
It will be very nice of you to send her a copy and I am sure she will appreciate it.
I have not heard from Miss Sellman about the reprints. Look back at the copy of my letter to her
and let me know whether there is a possibility of a reduced price. I want to get some, for the
Maine A.T.C. to use in answering inquiries, but as I will be paying for them I do not feel like
getting too many at authors’ prices. Yet I do want some, for as Publicity Director of the Maine
A.T.C., I know they will be useful.
It was too bad to have to omit the Katahdin note but, as I said above, there is a limit to one's
space. It is historical and can be used in December just as well.
Let me know when there is anything more I can do to help you. My time is uncertain but with
due notice 1 can get considerable done, of almost any type of assistance you need.
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[May 9, 1945. VE day—end of WWII in Europe]
May 12, 1945. Myron Avery to Frederick W. Kilbourne, P. O. Box 514, Cheshire, Conn.
Dear Mr. Kilbourne:
It is good to hear from you, even by the postcard route. My address is that indicated below.
Fortunately, your card was forwarded from the Maritime Commission; it has been three years
since I was there.
I appreciate very much your calling my attention to the exhibition. I am in New York each month
and I shall try to see the paintings.
You will be interested to know that we have found a great many more Hallowell photographs
and have photographed the Stoddar photographs. Just now we are going through the Dawson
photographs. This makes a very welcome diversion from the pressure down here.
My Bigelow item, which I wrote in spare time, will apparently come out in the June Appalachia.
I have treated the photographers at Katahdin as a separate item and the manuscript is now at the
mercy of Appalachia editors.
When this is over I hope that we can pick up again some of these matters of common interest.
I wonder if you have seen the Katahdin Reprint from our Maine Guide?
Dictated by Commander Avery, but transcribed and to save time mailed during his absence.
May 15, 1945. {September 1946; pp. 10, 15, 16, 7 re-typed and attached.}
KATAHDIN LECTURE
(THIS MANUSCRIPT IS THE PROPERTY OF THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL
CONFERENCE)
NOTE: The Appalachian Trail Conference Katahdin Slide Collection consists of two metal slide
boxes. One box, containing slides, is the Katahdin Master Collection”. The second box ( ) is the
"Katahdin Reserve Collection”. All slides relating to Katahdin or views of Katahdin are labeled
with the prefix “K”.
To complete this collection, the following slides, K-83, K-74, F-3, F-2, K-180 and K-179, will
need be obtained from The Appalachian Trail Conference Master Slide Collection. These slides
are not contained in the Katahdin boxes. The arrangement of these six slides, borrowed from The
Appalachian Trail Conference Collection, is as follows:
To follow K-98:
K-83 - Tableland
K-74 - A.T. Sign, Katahdin
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To follow K-173:
F-3 - Mountain Sandwort
F-2 - Alpine Heath
To follow K-174:
K-180 - Sunset, Daicey Pond Camps
To follow K-182:
JC-179 - Sunset, Katahdin.
The Master Katahdin Slide List will indicate where these slides are to be inserted.
The outline as set forth below is not intended to constitute a comprehensive Katahdin lecture,
such as accompanies the Appalachian Trail Master slide collection. It is intended to afford only a
brief description of the slides involved. Unless the exhibitor of these slides has an intimate
personal familiarity with the area, it is suggested that he study the Katahdin Reprint from GUIDE
TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE (fourth edition). For a background of the area, the
"History of Katahdin”, published in the 1939 issue of “In the Maine Woods”, will be particularly
helpful. Use also The Appalachian Trail Conference publication, “Katahdin Bibliography”. The
Katahdin Reprint and Maine Guide should be exhibited in connection with the lecture.
For maps of the area, see Maine Guide Katahdin Map (No. 3) and U.S.G.S. Katahdin sheet.
The reserve collection contains slides of perhaps bettor pictorial quality. Emphasis in the master
collection has been to obtain a complete coverage and adequate representation of all features of
the mountain. For this reason, black and white reproductions have been used where
Kodachromes were not available or could not be made available.
** * * *
Katahdin is perhaps the outstanding mountain of the eastern United States. Its literature,
comprising the 80 pages of The Appalachian Trail Conference "Katahdin Bibliography” is more
extensive than that of any single mountain in the Americas.
The name “Katahdin” comes from the Indian name “Kette-adene”, meaning “greatest mountain”;
this mountain in every way responds to the tribute of the age-old name given it by the aboriginal
dwellers in the fastness of the Maine forests.
The mountain, itself, is approximately a mile in height. It is remarkable for its geological and
botanical features. Its present-day shape is due to the Continental Glacier which stood down over
New England eons ago. After the Continental Glacier stood down over the Eastern Atlantic
States, there were the local or valley glaciers at Katahdin. These glaciers carved out the cirques
or basins which are the striking feature of the mountain today. At the Knife-Edge they almost cut
the mountain in half. These glaciers departed from the mountain only some 13,000 years ago.
The sheer walls in these basins—a transplanted bit of the High Sierra—attest to the late
departure of the glacier.
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The flora of the mountain, too, is of unusual interest. It is arctic and was left behind by the
retreating glacier. The scientific names of some of the plants found there, Groenlandica and
Lapponica, indicate the present-day habitat of the plants. The mountain is an unusual storehouse
for study.
The slides first presented will convey a general impression of the mountain from each cardinal
direction. From each aspect Katahdin is entirely a different mountain.
K-1: This is the view from the south. Here is the rampart wall as seen from the flatlands of the
Penobscot West Branch. From here the mountain gives the impression of sheer wall or barrier
rising from a forested plain.
K-211: In the early days, a favorite approach to Katahdin was by canoe down the Penobscot East
Branch and then a journey through the forest, as illustrated by this photograph, to the Abol Slide
which cane down in 1816. This was the route of the early travelers to the mountain. Note the
unusual slide known as “The Devil's Face".
K-2: This is this view from the west or The Appalachian Trail route to Katahdin.
K-3: This is from Daicey Pond on the A.T., seven miles southwest from the summit. As we shall
see later, to the north or left of the area in this slide, extending from Katahdin there is the long
outlying range of separate mountains known as the Katahdinauguoh, a tongue-twisting Indian
name meaning “mountains lying around Katahdin”.
K~260: This is the classic view from the east. It is from the start of the old route, so much in
vogue around 1900, from Stacyville. The mountain is 30 miles distant. This is a reproduction of
a photograph taken in 1910.
K-213: As one journeys to Katahdin from the east, the trail of the early pioneers, his course
passes the most attractively situated Katahdin Lake. From here is a superb view of the east side
of the mountain into three of the outstanding glacial cirques. The mountain suggests a split-open
volcano and one would not suspect the existence of the broad massive Tableland above and
behind this rim.
K-154: This is the view of Katahdin from the north. From the north Katahdin is really the
culminating peak of two long parallel south-trending ranges and some thirty odd separate
mountains. It is difficult to obtain a comprehensive photograph of Katahdin from this direction,
due to the intervening peaks. The view here is taken down Pogy Notch which lies between The
Traveler and South Branch Mountains. Katahdin is at the far end.
K-227: We shall now approach Katahdin by the proper way for those who travel to this
mountain; that is, by trail and on foot. Our course lies over the route of The Appalachian Trail.
We travel north. As we come across Maine, from many of the mountains Katahdin is pointed out.
From them, Katahdin is a small, inconspicuous object. It becomes increasingly more pronounced
from Moxie Bald, Boarstone, White Cap and Little Boardman. However, not until Potaywadjo
Ridge in the fascinating Joe Mary Lakes region is reached, does the mountain assume a really
characteristic shape. The summit here is 42 miles away as we journey north toward our goal.
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K~226: We turn from Potaywadjo Ridge and look south over the expansive Joe Mary Lakes.
K-234: Some half a dozen miles farther north from the last slide, the Trail route comes out on the
shore of Pemadumcook Lake. Across the lake, seemingly rising from a flat plain looms the bulk
of Katahdin.
K-192: This view is from the same locality but shows how the Lake is marred by dead timber.
This is known as “dri-ki”, a term peculiar to the Maine woods--it is water-killed timber as
contrasted with fire-killed timber.
K-236: Not Katahdin but the entire Katahdin range is visible in this slide. In the center are the
outlying mountains, Barren, O-J-I, and to the left is the conspicuously located Doubletop. This
view exhibits the magnificent expanse of the entire Katahdin Range. Equally prized is the
identical view from the Joe Mary Lakes, farther to the south.
K-237: As we travel north on the Trail and come out on the shore of Nahmakanta Lake, we see
this picturesque relic of days of logging for long pine in Maine.
K-238: This is a portion of the old Nahmakanta Tote-road, perhaps in use for close to a century.
Here the route is level and travel almost effortless. Note the white paint blazes.
K-244: Here is the view of Katahdin from the lower end of Rainbow Lake.
K-136: Crossing from Rainbow Lake to the Penobscot West Branch on the blue-blazed
Rainbow-Nesowadnehunk Trail. This is the view from Clifford Pond near the head of the lake.
K-239: We reach the West Branch at the foot of Horse Race Brook where there is an outlying
camp and have this view of Katahdin. Note the pulpwood nearby. For the next two slides our
course lies along the river bank.
K-240: We have spoken of the river approach to Katahdin used by early travelers. This is
immortalized by Thoreau in his book, "The Maine Woods”. Here is a view of the majestic,
winding Penobscot West Branch as it flows by the point of Thoreau’s campsite, so well
described in his book. It was the starting point for many Katahdin climbs.
K-130: From the cable bridge downstream, it is quite another story. This is the famous
Nesewadnehunk Falls which have been successfully run by only two Indians. In the background
is one of the classic views of Katahdin, 12 miles distant.
K-241: This is the Nesowadnehunk Cable Bridge, built by the CCC in order to afford a sure
crossing of the deep, black, swiftly-flowing Penobscot West Branch.
K-242: A close-up of the cable bridge.
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K-243: Upstream the West Branch is placid. In the distance is Sentinel Mountain which affords a
magnificent outlook over Katahdin.
K-l25: And this is, a short distance farther on, Big Niagara Falls on Nesowadnehunk Stream.
K-128: Journeying toward Katahdin, our route lies along the banks of Nesowadnehunk Stream, a
tongue-twisting Indian term meaning “stream that flows between mountains”. Here we pass
Little Niagara Falls.
K-122: Here the A.T. route crosses the Toll Dam, named from its use in the days of long-log
lumbering. In the background is O-J-I Mountain. It took its name from the slides which formed
these letters. The 1932 storm washed out this name plate, which was formerly very conspicuous.
K-ll4: Doubletop Mountain. This is taken from the narrow dirt road which passes by Katahdin
Stream Campsite on its way from Millinocket to Greenville.
K-117: Doubletop in winter. From many points of view. Doubletop is a perfectly shaped
mountain, a miniature cone or Fujiyama.
K-119: The cone of Doubletop projecting through the spruce.
K-119A: Katahdin looking across Lily Pad and Daicey Ponds.
K-120: We digress from The Appalachian Trail for the view of the Katahdin Range from
Sentinel Mountain - seen in previous slides. This affords a grandstand view. In the background is
the bulk of Katahdin.
K-119: This is the view of the cone of Doubletop from Sentinel. Doubletop affords a most
extraordinary climb.
K-I08: We reach now the nearest hostelry to Katahdin, York's Twin Pine Camps, most
attractively located on Daicey Pond. The view from here of the Katahdin Range, with the
shadows and light playing in the ravines is unforgettable. The summit is 7 miles distant.
K-276: From Daicey Pond looking back towards York's Camps and the characteristic twin pines.
K-221: We have so far been concerned with the impression of the mountain from the distance.
Now we shall view it closer at hand and it becomes necessary to point out to some degree the
road and trail system.
(NOTE: Explain the map, commenting on the two roads, The Appalachian Trail and the trails on
the mountain.)
K-222: Some impression of the shape of Katahdin can be obtained from this photograph of a
model of Katahdin located at the University of Maine. There was an earlier model which now
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seems to have disappeared, made by the famous Professor Hamlin of Harvard. This model,
which will be apparent, is decidedly exaggerated in its vertical scale.
K-100: We have spoken of the view of Katahdin at York’s Camps. The next three slides are
illustrative of this. This is Katahdin; to the left is The Owl with the deep ravine making up into
the mountain.
K-102: This is the middle section of the barrier range. Here is Barren Mountain. Over the ridge is
the famous Klondike, a high elevated spruce and fir plateau.
K-101: Continuing west along the outlying range or Katahdinauguoh. Still farther to the left is
the Doubletop group.
K-112: We go forward two or three miles on The Appalachian Trail toward Katahdin and skirt
Daicey Pond. The white section is the above-timber-line portion of Katahdin.
K-110: This slide is the same locality as the previous one. Here mirrored is O-J-I with one of the
cones of The Brothers where the Katahdin Range turns sharply north projecting beyond.
K-105: We now come to one of the two major campsites at Katahdin. This is the Katahdin
Stream Campsite. Here are found lean-tos, camping facilities and a small store. The high point of
the mountain is 5 miles distant. This is on the Greenville- Millinocket Road.
K-106: This view shows the route of The Appalachian Trail up the spur in the central portion of
the picture. To the left is the region between Katahdin and the Owl.
K-223: The climb from the Katahdin Stream Campsite involves some 4,000 feet in elevation,
Professor Walter Leavitt of the University of Maine interested himself in preparing diagrams to
show the relative steepness of trails. This indicates what you have on the Hunt Trail, as this
segment of The Appalachian Trail here is known. Some portions are decidedly steep.
K-99: We are now ascending Katahdin by the Hunt (Appalachian) Trail. This is the cave near the
timber line formerly frequently used for shelter.
K-245: This view shows the ascent over the boulders of the Hunt Spur up toward timber line.
K-246: Looking back west from the Hunt Trail. This shows the very numerous lakes with Daicey
Pond in the center ground.
K-94: As we journey up the Hunt Trail, to the left is this rounded dome of The Owl, which in
itself forms an interesting trailless scramble.
K-95: As we ascend, the remaining peaks of the I-shaped Katahdinauguoh appear. At the left is
Barren; in the central background are two of The Brothers. In between is the Klondike which in
itself is worthy of exploration.
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K-89: Silhouette view of Barren, O-J-I, and Doubletop; the barrier range seen from York’s
Camps.
K-98: This is the gateway where the climb up the Hunt Trail ends and one emerges on The
Tableland.
K-83: (Master A.T. set) This is the flat Tableland of Katahdin, which extends north and south for
several miles and is about three miles wide. It is decidedly a surprise to find this extensive flat
top. It was near here that young Donn Fendler in 1939 missed his route and wandered north eight
days through the Maine wilderness.
K-74: The initial milestone on The Appalachian Trail. Registering here is Elias Elishofen, who
made the photographs for the story on The Appalachian Trail in Life Magazine in October, 1941.
K-14: The same view in winter.
K-l5: The same range in winter, showing 0-J-I and Coe.
K-16: Swinging farther west, this is probably North Brother and Fort Mountain.
K-273: Here is the Katahdin Range, taken from Grant Farm, on the Greenville-Millinocket Road.
K~25: We are approaching Katahdin by the conventional route from the railroad at Millinocket.
These familiar signs mark the road junction to Chimney Pond and Katahdin Stream Campsite,
respectively.
K-19: This is the view of the mountain from the south, taken from Pockwockamus Hill, on the
Greenville-Millinocket Road.
K-4: The same view in winter,
K-21: Swinging farther west toward Katahdin Stream Campsite gives this unusual view of the
west end of the mountain.
K-24: We have previously been to Katahdin Stream Campsite by the Trail route, so we now
return to the right-hand fork which leads to Basin Ponds. This is the spectacular view from
Togue Pond.
K-29: We have reached the end of the automobile road and follow the abandoned old lumber
road to the Basin Ponds.
K-27: This view is taken from near the old Basin Ponds Camp and shows the walls of the Basin
arising over the glacial moraines.
K-30: This is The Saddle, the low part of the mountain, looking over the glacial moraine on the
north side of the pond.
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K-209: This view shows the dividing ridge with the Great Basin in the background and the North
Basin hidden from view.
K-220: This is a reproduction of a photograph taken in 1900, which shows how the sheer granite
walls of Great Basin rise 2,000 feet above Chimney Pond.
K-37: The Basin at Katahdin. This affords outstanding rock climbing.
K-39: The glacial walls at Katahdin. This is toward the high point of the mountain.
K-204: We are at Chimney Pond. Here is the so-called State or Dudley Cabin. Near the sign is
Senator Brewster of Maine. In the middle Is Roy Dudley, former custodian of the Chimney Pond
Camp. In the center is the veteran Appalachian Trail measuring wheel.
K-190: A close-up of LeRoy Dudley, famous for his Pamola stories.
K-195: This is history. Around 1900 some Harvard scientists had this camp built at Chimney
Pond. It was then inaccessible. It was called Camp Kennedy. The old fireplace can still be seen.
K-60: There are four trails from Chimney Pond onto the summit of the mountain. This is the
route up the "easy” trail, the Saddle Trail, 1.8 m. to The Tableland and 2.2 m. to the summit.
K-43: As one rises on the Saddle Trail, the panorama of the mountain walls unfolds. In the
background is the Knife-Edge with Pamola at the left. Here is Conference Chairman Commander
Myron H. Avery, former Secretary Harlean James and Treasurer F. F. Schuetz.
K-45: This is a full length view of the Chimney, a deep gash in the Knife-Edge and famous as a
climbing route. It should not be attempted by other than skilled mountaineers.
K-70: As we ascend, we look back east toward the south of the Basin. Here are the three Basin
Ponds, which we skirted enroute into Chimney Pond.
K-67: Looking beyond the Basin Ponds is Katahdin Lake and the distance Penobscot West
Branch Mountains.
K-66: Again looking out through the Basin. In the background is Turner Mtn.
K-61: We ascend now to The Tableland from Chimney Pond by another route. This is along the
Hamlin Ridge between the two Basins. In the background is the wall of the North Basin.
K-53: On the Hamlin Ridge Trail.
K-41: The North Basin; Little North Basin beyond.
K-59: The two ponds in the North Basin.
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K-62: We are now on another route from Chimney Pond to the summit – the Dudley Trail
leading up Pamola.
K-52: A curious cloud formation on the Dudley Trail.
K-68: From the summit of Pamola, we look down on Chimney Pond. The clearing to the right is
the campground.
K-65: This is Chimney Peak, where the curving Knife-Edge begins. The glacier almost divided
Pamola from the main mountain.
K-49: We commence now to cross over the curving Knife-Edge. The narrow rocks with the
jagged boulders make this a spectacular traverse, particularly in high winds.
K-53: Fog drifts across the Knife-Edge.
K-44: The broken fractured slabs of granite along the Knife-Edge.
K-50: In the background is Monument Peak, the high point of Katahdin.
K-54: Same view as the preceding slide.
K-84: We have seen the high point, where the Appalachian Trail sign is located. This is a view
across The Tableland toward The Brothers, which encircles the mountain to the north.
K-87: The view swings to the right, north. Beyond Barren is Mt. Coe and South Brother.
K-85: This view shows the south and west walls of the Klondike, Barren in front, The Brothers
in the central background, Doubletop in the background.
K-88: This view with the sharp pointed cones gives a more comprehensive knowledge of some
of the outlying peaks. If Katahdin were not here, they themselves would offer much of interest.
K-215: This is Katahdin in winter; The Tableland covered by snow. Arthur C. Comey, former
Chairman of the New England Trail Conference, who made the first ascent of Katahdin by skis.
K-173: We will now see a few slides which will outline matters of interest at Katahdin. This is
the meeting place of the 1939 Appalachian Trail Conference at Daicey Pond, attended by some
150 people, a memorable occasion.
F-3 (Master A.T. Collection) We have said that the flora of Katahdin is Arctic. This is Mountain
Sandwort (Arenaria Groenlandica). This name indicates its present-day habitat.
F-2 (Master A.T. Collection) This flower is Diapensia lapponica. This name indicates its presentday habitat.
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K-172: The Katahdin area is a wild-life sanctuary. This sign indicates the boundary.
K-171: Beaver.
K-170: Beaver work. These industrious animals often cause serious difficulties with trails.
K-164: Park custodian Harold Dyer, now a Lieutenant in the United States Army.
K-184: We shall now see several views of little-frequented or visited portions of the Katahdin
country. This view is high above the valley through which the Nesowadnehunk Sream flows
south. It shows the slides wrought by the 1932 storm on the south slope of South Brother. In the
center is the slide between Mt. Coe and O-J-I.
K-207: This is the “back" side of Katahdin, just back of The Owl. In the background is Klondike
Pond.
K-218: This is Klondike Pond on the west side of Katahdin, a narrow glacial Cirque.
K-205: We move now north to the seldom-traveled North Peaks Trail on the north end of the
mountain. In the center is one of the two parallel ridges jutting north.
K-180: Here, in the center, is the flat shelf on which is located the Northwest Basin. In the
background is the high point of Katahdin. The Northwest Basin is one of the wild glacial cirques
of the area.
K-137: This is the Klondike, on its west side, in winter. The steep descent into Witherle Ravine
on the right will be noted. To the left is the Knife-Edge.
K-138: Timber in the Klondike. This is for the most part dwarf spruces and fir.
K-212: We now circle around Katahdin and are on the east side where a trail leads along the
South Branch of Wassataquoik Stream between Katahdin and Turner Mountain. This is the view
of Katahdin from Sandy Stream Pond; it shows the familiar glacial cirques.
K-149: A view of Katahdin from Turner Mountain across the valley.
K-140: Katahdin from the South Branch Trail.
K-143: This is a very good photograph of South Turner, looking over Basin Ponds. Turner, like
Katahdin, has a small Tableland.
K-219: We swing now to the historic approach trail from the east. This was the famous Hunt
Farm on the Penobscot East Branch, 6 miles west of Staceyville. It was the route of Katahdin
travelers for over half a century.
K-214: This is the famous Lunksoos House on Penobscot East Branch, 6 miles north of the Hunt
Farm. This structure burned but was rebuilt. Lunksoos is the Indian word for werewolf.
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K-145: This is the attractively-located Katahdin Lake from Turner Mtn.
K-146: This is Katahdin from Katahdin Lake. It was taken perhaps from Barnard Mountain.
K-194: The Katahdin region is outstanding for the attractiveness of its lakes. This is
Wassataquoik Lake, lying in a narrow ravine between Wassataquoik and Pogy Mountains. North
Turner is in the background.
K-l51: We now visit some of the outlying mountains, far to the north, which center around The
Traveler. This mountain owes its name to the fact that to voyageurs on the Penobscot East
Branch, it seemed that the mountain traveled with them. This route to the north has been made
more accessible by a fire-road to Grand Lake some 30 miles from Patten. Beyond, tote-roads and
trails lead 30 miles south to Katahdin. These Christmas tree growths are characteristic in the flat
lands close to the lake.
K-26l: Turner, The Traveler, and Bald Mtn., from Stacyville. In order to appreciate the north and
south extent of the Katahdin Range, we see here the full length of The Traveler and Bald Mtn,,
one of the Deadwater Mtns. group.
K-263: North Traveler, with Barrell Ridge in the foreground, looking up Fowler Brook. This
shows the prominence of the North Peak of The Traveler.
K-258: Bald Mtn. is one of the peaks at the north end of Katahdin.
K-158: This is one of the delightful spots of the area - the twin South Branch Ponds lying
between The Traveler to the left and South Branch Mountains to the right. In the far distance is
Katahdin.
K-I60: Another view of the South Branch Ponds with the central ridge of The Traveler.
K-157: The lower of the two South Branch Ponds.
***
[The following slides, of a somewhat historical nature, may be omitted.]
K-93: We turn now to some incidental aspects of Katahdin history. It was the site of several
pilgrimages by Frederic E. Church, America’s famous landscape artist. This is one of Church's
paintings of the Katahdin region.
K-185: This is "Sunset at Katahdin", another Church painting.
K—91: This fantastic jumble of pinnacles is one of the less photographically accurate of
Church's paintings of Katahdin. Note the Indian in a birch bark canoe on Chimney Pond. It
appeared in the classic account of Church's trip in Scribner's Magazine.
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K-92: This is Inscription Rock, seen on the trail along Wassataquoik Stream. This is a memorial
to the first lumber operators on Wassataquoik in 1880, whose activities were an epic in Maine
history.
K-196: The artist Hallowell, whose 200 photographs of lumbering in 1900 are a classic account
of the industry, left this striking painting of the area. It is of logging at Grand Falls on the
Wassataquoik.
K-188: This is George Witherle, Katahdin's famous pioneer explorer. Those who wish to know
the area in its primitive condition should read the journals and narratives of Witherle’s trips,
extending over two decades before the twentieth century. His name is perpetuated on the
mountain.
K-176: Sunset - Togue Ponds.
K-247: Reflection of Katahdin in Daicey Pond.
K-248: Later, as dusk creeps over the mountain.
K-249: Evening comes on.
K-174: Sunset, Katahdin and Daicey Pond.
K-180: (Master A.T, Collection)1 Sunset from York’s Twin Pine Camps.
K-182: Sunset, Doubletop.
K-179: (Master A.T. Collection) Sunset, Katahdin.
May 27, 1945. Marion Park to E. E. Keister, Shenandoah Publishing House, Strasburg,
Virginia.
Dear Mr. Keister:
By reason of the difficulties which were encountered in the length of time in printing and
completing our last Conference order for "Suggestions For Appalachian Trail Users", we felt it
advisable to get under way our annual Supplements to the Maine and Southern Guides. We
appreciate fully all of the problems before you but we feel that the situation is such that we
should have a clear understanding as to what we may expect in order that we may make our
arrangements on this end.
I deal first with the matter of the Supplement to the Maine Guidebook. We enclose the 1942,
1943 and 1944 supplementary sheets. This is for the purpose of permitting you to select, if
possible, a paper of a different color. It will also serve to illustrate the set-up of the Supplement.
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The text for the Supplement is enclosed herewith. This text, you will note, contemplates
reprinting separately pages 19, 20, and 21.
The situation with respect to the Southern Guide is somewhat simpler, as the text is shorter. We
enclose the 1944 issue so that you can select a different color.
We wish to get this into the mail at the earliest possible date and we will cooperate with you with
respect to prompt reading of the proof, etc.
Please let us have quotations on the followings:
1. 1500 copies of the Southern Guide Supplement.
2. 1500 copies of the Maine Supplement, including the separate pages 19, 20, 21.
As soon as we have your advices, we will advise you of our definite decision. Please send a copy
of your reply to me at 1228 Eye St., N.W., and also to Commander Myron H. Avery, Hotel
Claridge, 880 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
{Copy File 98 (A.T.}
May 28, 1945. Lawson Reeves, Box 49, Dryden, Maine, to Appalachian Trail Conference.
[Hand-written]
I took a fishing trip to Blanchard Maine over the weekend and thought you would like to get an
early report on the trail in that section.
I hiked a little beyond the 9 mile marker at the head of Bald Mt. Pond, and all of this distance is
in excellent condition. We had a very severe storm of heavy snow in this section May 10th which
did great damage and as a result there are a few trees down across the trail; say 10 or 12 for the
nine miles. These are at random and cause no trouble whatsoever. The paint marks are in good
shape both directions and no bushes or brush to speak of.
The bridge (foot) across Marble Brook is washed out but logs used for foundation is still there so
one can get across.
Ireland’s Camp on Marble Brook is posted as being locked. However it is open and will not be
locked until next hunting season, in the fall. This will still afford a camping place during the
summer where trail travelers can stop. There is one stretch of about 50 yards on the North side of
the dam at Bald Mt. Pond where the alders are pretty bad. I believe the balance of the trail from
the 9 mile mark to the Lookout tower is in a good condition as the first 9 miles.
I talked with a party that went over the trail from Bigelow Village to Oberton Stream last Labor
Day. There is a short section of about 1/8 mile between Sugarloaf and Spaulding Mts. that was
pretty bad for blowdowns. No doubt this spring storm has made conditions even worse here. This
section is passable for experienced trail users. I understand that novices should not attempt this
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until cleared. Four years ago I personally cleared this area myself and what ever is there has
blown down since then.
Give my regards to Myron Avery.
May 29, 1945. Myron Avery to Frederick W. Kilbourne, P. O. Box 514, Cheshire, Conn.
Dear Mr. Kilbourne:
I am delighted to have your letter of May 12 and appreciate what you have told me as to yourself.
I did not have time in New York to get to the Whitney Museum. However, you have placed me
on the trail of these items and I should be totally derelict, even in these days, if I did not attempt
to run down the leads and supplement the records. Enclosed are copies of my initial efforts. The
Appalachia item is, of course, merely the opening form which will remind me of the ultimate
task. I am not quite clear whether No. 42 was a painting or merely a reference in the catalog. I
may have told you that I am now living on the Hudson at Phillpse Manor. I was in Hudson, N.Y.
three years ago but did not have time to check with the Churches. I had a very cordial note over
the Appalachia reprint and, as 1 think I told you, we have re-photographed the Stoddar negatives.
Ned Anderson, in Sherman, is only 50 miles from where I live and, as the gasoline situation
permits, I have been doing trail work in northwestern Connecticut. Perhaps in the not too distant
future our trails will cross and we will have an opportunity to talk of matters of mutual interest.
I am also interested in your proposed excursion to Old Speck. Keep me informed, for by that
time there may be available the proof of U.S.G.S. Old Speck Quadrangle. That will add
materially to the pleasure of your trip, if you do not have the Maine Guide.
We have ulterior motives on your Old Speck trip. We want to have you check the existence or
non-existence of the signs which were sent to the firewarden to put up between the summit and
Grafton Notch. I am enclosing a list of the Old Speck signs. We will obliged as to any
observations as to the trail situation. I am afraid that you will find the lower part of Baldpate
badly bushed, as the automobile situation has precluded the Maine Alpine Club from working on
the trail.
Please remember us to Wheeler and I hope you will continue to let me hear from you in these
matters of mutual interest. We envy you your retirement and life at Cheshire.
{File Katahdin, Copy Maine File}
May 30, 1945. Appalachia
SUPPLEMENT TO “THE ARTISTS OF KATAHDIN”
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Through the courtesy of F. W. Kilbourne, noted of the White Mountains and one who does not
hesitate to share the results of his research with those of kindred activities, two additional Church
paintings of Katahdin have been discovered.
Mr. Kilbourne wrote us of the exhibition at the Whitney Museum at New York, May, 1945. In
the Church collection there was No. 36 "Morning, 1856 “. This painting was lent by the Albany
Institute of History and Art and is a sunrise. No. 42 "Sunset 1856" is listed in the catalog as lent
by the Munson William Proctor Institute of New York. The date of 1856 indicates that these are
products of the celebrated Church - Theodore Winthrop expedition to Katahdin, narrated in
"Artists at Katahdin". Perhaps research will develop still further existing Church paintings of
Katahdin, the significance of which is not appreciated.
{Original J.S., Copy Katahdin File, Article File, Me. File 101}
May 30, 1945. [Myron Avery to Appalachia?]
Appalachia has become, due to the increasing number of A.M.C. members who visit Katahdin, a
very frequent medium for recording data of historical and permanent value. With the view of
“keeping the record straight", I have thought it advisable to condense into a note for Appalachia
correspondence relating to a matter of some interest to those who know Katahdin history. This
question is the route by which Charles Turner, Jr., the Scituate, Massachusetts, surveyor, reached
the summit of the mountain in 1804. My correspondent wrote on this order:
"1 have noticed with considerable interest a footnote in an article on Katahdin in the September,
1944, issue of The Living Wilderness. This reads as follows:
“Expert opinion differs as to the exact location of the route of ascent. Avery in the Guide
to the Appalachian Trail in Maine, 4th edition, p. 5-2, claims, "Charles Turner…reached
the summit by the Hunt Spur…” while Leavitt in Katahdin Skylines, p, 12, states, "The
record left by Charles Turner …of his trip up the mountain on August 13, 1804, leads the
reader to believe that he followed up Abol Stream and scaled the cliffs near the position
of the Slide, which did not occur until about twelve years later”.
Are you in error? Would you care, because of my interest in this unusual but perhaps
unimportant inquiry, to explain to me the reasons underlying your conclusions?”
My reply was on the following order:
“I am afraid that the wrong defendant has been haled into court on this issue. The statement
credited to me is the conclusion of one of the most distinguished A.M.C. members of the last
century, Prof. Charles E. Hamlin. The reason may have been inadequate research or knowledge
of Katahdin history. If you do not know of the Hamlin contributions on Katahdin, I commend to
you the Katahdin Bibliography. A classic of Katahdin literature is Prof. Hamlin’s “Routes to
Katahdin”, which appeared in the December 1881 Appalachia. It was to a large degree due to
Prof. Hamlin that the A.M.C. manifested an interest in Katahdin in its early years.
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"Prof. Hamlin was of good Maine stock and was formerly at Colby College. You perhaps have
seen his model of Katahdin at Harvard University. The name, Hamlin Ridge, of course,
commemorates his connection with the mountain. Augustus Hamlin contributed some interesting
Katahdin articles and I have always thought that more fascinating history of Katahdin of this
period would some day be located in the records of the Hamlin family.
"As the 1881 Appalachia may not be readily available, I quote for you what Prof. Hamlin has
said as to Turner's route. It appears as a footnote at p.315.
‘As the Southwest Slide did not come into existence until 1816, Turner, in 1804, reached
the Table Land by way of the southwest spur. The writer took the same course in 1869.
The slopes of the spur are less abrupt than those of the slide and would therefore be easier
of ascent were it not for a belt of spruce scrub, which at its highest part becomes
impenetrable, and can be passed only by walking upon the tops of the interlacing shrubs.
If a path were cut for a short distance through this troublesome growth, travel would no
doubt be largely deflected to it, though the Southwest Slide should be climbed by the
tourist at least once as being one of the grandest features of the mountain.’
“At p. 316, Prof. Hamlin wrote:
'Even Turner, the first describer of Ktaadn, who ascended over a more gradual slope
somewhat farther west than the present trail, and over ground then recently laid bare by
fire, remarks…’
"You will find the entire article and the Hamlin map of much interest. Hamlin's contemporary
contact, apart from his scholarship, is an all sufficient answer to the critic of the footnote. Apart
from this authority, I think on reflection one would reach the same conclusion. Remember that
until the Hunt Trail was cut in 1890 every trail (omitting from consideration the Tracey and Love
horseback trail over the Northern Peaks) reached the summit by way of a slide. The Abol Slide
did not come down until 12 years after Turner’s trip. The spur which the Hunt, or Appalachian
Trail follows would obviously appear as the most gradual route up the mountain.
"It is interesting to see that approximately twenty-one years later Irving Hunt translated Hamlin's
commendation of the southwest spur trail into a reality. I have somewhere some notes of two
decades ago, when Irving Hunt told Henry Buck and myself of the circumstances of the building
of this trail. While the name “Hunt Trail" persists, it is Interesting to note that only 3.6 miles of
the original route from the summit to Kidney Pond remain in use today.
{Original J.S., Copy Katahdin file, Article file, Me. File 101}
May 31, 1945. E.E. Keister, Shenandoah Publishing House, Strasburg, Va., to Marion Park,
Secretary, The Appalachian Trail Conference
Gentlemen:
We have your valued inquiry and are pleased to quote you on the printing desired as follows:

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1945 – Compiled by David Field – Page

77

1,500 Copies Maine Guide Supplement, consisting of 8 pages, page size
4 5/8 x 6 3/8”, printed black ink on 20-pound Russet Sulphite Bond
folded, punched with two round holes, two round corners, not
stapled, delivery f.o.b. Strasburg……………………………………….…$30.50
1,500 Reprints of 4 pages, 19-1, 20-1, 21-1 and 22-1, page size
4 5/8 x 6 3/8”. printed black ink, on 16-pound white Tri-Opake
Book, separate sheets, punched and round cornered, f.o.b Strasburg……$17.95
1,500 Copies Supplement to the Southern Guide, consisting of 4 pages,
other specifications same as Maine Supplement…………………………$17.25
June 3, 1945. Myron Avery to E. E. Keister, Shenandoah Publishing House
Dear Mr. Keister:
I have received a copy of your quotation of 31 March, addressed to Miss Park, in connection
with the Guidebook Supplement.
My letter of May 27th emphasized our difficulty. We have always had delays in getting this
supplement out. This year we had prepared the manuscript long in advance and had expected to
live up to the requirements of the situation by having the items printed and distributed by May
15th. Due to Miss Park’s illness, we have run into a very unfortunate delay.
I appreciate the difficulty in your handling this material under the existing conditions and that we
are hardly justified in asking for preferential consideration. However, the situation is such that
we feel obliged to ask if you can give us special consideration in this matter, particularly the
Maine Guide.
I enclose, properly edited, the Maine and. Southern Guide Supplements. I would ask that you
send two copies of the proof direct to me at the address given below. We will return it
immediately on our end.
You can be sure that we will be most appreciative of all that you can do to enable us to care for
this difficult situation with which we are faced here.
We have to differentiate the color. The russet 20 lb. bond is all right for the Maine Guide. Since
the russet was used for the Southern Guide, I suggest you use the green as enclosed, or
something else, for that.
The quantity required are 1500 each.
You quoted on reprinting pp. 19, 20 and 21. Due to oversight the corresponding text has not been
furnished to you. I have to wait a day or two until Miss Park's return and it will then be sent on.
It is, of course, just as essential that we have these pages as the other two.
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File:

Maine Guide
Southern Guide

Copy - Miss Park:
1. Please let me have an extra copy of the letter to Keister as there are two different filing
subjects involved.
2. We've got to do everything possible to make up for the situation or we won’t have this
supplement, which I really intended to get out on time for once, until August. Accordingly,
please arrange to have the envelopes all address, stamped and everything all set to go. You know
about the card index system.
June 9, 1945. Jean Stephenson to Lawson Reeves, Box 49, Dryden, Maine.
Dear Mr. Reeves:
Your letter of May 28 addressed to the Appalachian Trail Conference has been turned over to me
as Publicity Director of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
I recall very well when you were looking after the Trail between Sugarloaf and Orbeton Stream
and in what fine shape the Trail was after your last trip. We are sorry indeed that you found
yourself unable to get back there, for we feel that with a little of your activity there would no
longer be any problem.
This area, as perhaps you may not have known, has been posted as closed and impassable, with
signs at each end. We do not know how we are going to be able to go about getting it re-opened.
Your letter with respect to the condition of the Trail from Blanchard is most welcome. We had
thought that this section might be badly overgrown.
I am sending you a copy of the last issue of APPALACHIAN TRAILWAY NEWS, which will
show you that we are trying to have a work trip which will go west from Moxie Pond. This is
why we are glad to know how things are in from Blanchard.
Last year we were able to put the upper end of the Trail in very good condition. You may not
have known that Mr. Avery has been on duty with the Navy for the past three years and was sent
back to Washington from New York in the fall of 1942. I will pass onto him the news of your
letter, which he will be very glad to get. His address, in case you have an occasion to write direct
to him is
Commander Myron H. Avery, U.S.N.R.
Hotel Claridge,
820 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Washington 6, D.C.
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I hope that if you acquire any more information as to Trail conditions you will pass it on to us.
Copies to Helon Taylor, W. H. Sawyer
June 12, 1945. Myron Avery to Shenandoah Publishing House
Gentlemen:
I return herewith, corrected, the proof for the Maine Guidebook Supplement.
I am most appreciative of the speed with which you have had the material set up. I hope that it
will be possible for you to complete the printing and the mailing of the guides to us with the
same dispatch.
Please let me know when we can expect to receive the Supplement, in order that our
arrangements to mail them out may be made and thus avoid any possible delay.
Please send a copy of your reply to this communication to Miss Marion Park, at The Conard (Apt.
206), 1288 I St., N.W., Washington 5, D.C.
I also return herewith the corrected proof for the Southern Guide Supplement, and will hope for
the same speed in completion of this work also. As between the two, we would prefer to have the
Maine Guide Supplement first, but I hope it will be possible to send them at about the same time,
as in many instances they will go to the same persons, and thus considerable labor and mailing
expense can be avoided if they can be handled together.
Copy to Miss Park.
Miss Park: In keeping with our conversation, please make arrangements to have the envelopes
addressed now and have the matter watched so there will be no delay. In this way we can salvage
some of the lost time.
P.S. Please note that for simplicity we have concluded to reprint page 22. To save time, since it is
straight copy, we will rely on your proof-reading. Do not send proof on this page.
We assume that you have had in mind to have these pages turned out with punched holes as for
the guidebook. You have the sample.
The figures on p. 20, as you will note, all require lining up.
June 12, 1945. Jean Stephenson to Adelaide Meserve, Appalachian Mountain Club, 5 Joy
Street, Boston, Mass.
Dear Miss Meserve:
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I noticed in the June-July Bulletin on page 124, reference to the article in Appalachian Trailway
News as authority for a statement with respect to the Maine fire and guide laws. It occurred to
me that many of the members would be interested in seeing the complete article. I am therefore
enclosing a copy for the Bulletin Board.
I wish it had indicated the exact source of the quotation.
It is unfortunate to have these incidents occur, especially in connection with out-of-doors
organizations, and I am glad to see this warning given officially to members. It may save much
trouble in the future.
I am rather planning on a trip to Boston this summer and if so I shall most certainly come in to
see you.
June 13, 1945. Jean Stephenson to Hon. Frank I. Cowan, Exchange Place, Portland, Maine.
Dear Mr. Cowan:
In order that you stay know how effective your letter has been, you will be interested to see that
the Appalachian Mountain Club has picked it up and published the following in their June-July
Bulletin:
"Building Fires In Maine
Anyone planning to go into the Maine woods at a time when the Governor has prohibited
smoking and building fires out of doors should heed the ruling of the Maine attorney
general, Frank I. Cowan. He states: "The use of Primus stoves, army field ranges, fire
pots, and any other devices for having an out-of-door fire is contrary to law when used in
an area that is closed to such fires. So is smoking."
Courtesy Appalachian Trailway News."
This Bulletin has a circulation of over 6000, all among those interested in the out-of-doors.
This acceptance of the ruling and official publication of it is the more significant in that it was an
official party from that Club whose violations last year precipitated the inquiries that led to your
ruling. I thought you would be interested to see the publicity this is now receiving. Let us hope it
will do some good.
{Copy Katahdin file}
June 15, 1945. Myron Avery to Raymond Rendall, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Ray:

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1945 – Compiled by David Field – Page

81

At the time when you kindly furnished me the data on the firetower in the Bigelow Region, I
wrote there was some uncertainty as to whether the item would appear in the June or the
December, 1945, issue of Appalachia. The editor concluded to make use of it in June, and I am
sending under separate cover the magazine with the article.
I have also sent to you four reprints, thinking you might wish to have them for file purposes.
We have sent reprints to the mailing list of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club. This includes
some of the local firewardens. It had occurred to me that it might be simpler if you would send
me an up-to-date directory and we could mail reprints to the local wardens who have not been
otherwise covered.
I had thought that in view of your plans to record Forest Service history of Maine mountains, you
might wish to have these reprints distributed. If more would be of any value please let me know.
We shall be glad to mail direct to anyone you suggest.
Again thanking you for your help in this connection and with best regards,
June 15, 1945.

MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB WORK TRIP
MOXIE BALD MOUNTAIN - MT. BIGELOW
August 23, 1945 - September 7, 1945

This memorandum is a more detailed announcement of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club Work
Trip which was announced in the April issue of the P.A.T.C. Bulletin. For a general account of
the trip, see that issue.
In late August and early September of 1944, the Washington contingent of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club "renovated" the Trail between Yoke Ponds and Katahdin - a distance of
52 miles. In a series of four trips, this group, either under its own auspices or those of the
P.A.T.C., has covered a considerable portion of the A.T. across Maine. The excursion this year
resumes the westward trek. Since the primary objective is that of work, those who participate
may make the trip in good conscience, in that they are not clogging essential transportation
routes solely for recreational activities.
This excursion is listed as a work trip. There will be ample opportunity--as usual--to do trail
work on an eight-or ten-hour basis. However, you will not be regarded as totally derelict if you
occasionally fail to adhere to the "60-hour work week". Your presence and moral support will be
credited to your work accomplishments.
This trip follows the program of more recent years in that it permits a stay of two or three days at
various sporting camps along the Trail rather than a continuous daily journey from camp to camp.
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This section covered is the central portion of The Appalachian Trail where the terrain is
somewhat less rugged. However, Mt. Bigelow, Sugarloaf and Spaulding Mtn., at the far western
end--premier peaks of Maine’s 4,000-footers--will provide ample exertion.
The initial point of contact is Moxie Pond just east of the Kennebec River. The schedule is as
follows:
Caratunk
Moxie Pond
Pierce Pond
Carry Pond
West Carry Pond

Lodging night of arrival in Maine
Three days (nights’ lodging)
Two days (nights’ lodging)
Two days (nights’ lodging)
Remainder

The program is necessarily elastic because of the situation with respect to accommodations. The
arrangements for work on Mt. Bigelow and Sugarloaf are subject to local situations. It may be
necessary to use "shift" arrangements from West Carry Pond to reach Mt. Bigelow.
An effort will be made to arrange the program to include the distinctive feature of a night on Mt.
Bigelow at the Horns Pond Lean-tos. For this purpose, sleeping bag should be mailed to yourself
at West Carry Pond Camps, North New Portland, Maine. It is your responsibility to see that your
sleeping bag is mailed in if you plan to make this trip. The food arrangements will be a part of
the trip.
General Suggestions
Clothing: Hiking clothing will be worn from Washington. The train itinerary does not lend itself
to leaving "store clothes".
Difficulty has been experienced on work trips through overloaded packs. This is particularly
serious where the load must be carried on work trips between camps, Packages can be mailed to
yourself at each sporting camp. However, because of the transportation conditions, packages can
be sent with greater facility to Moxie Pond, Pierce Pond and West Carry Pond. Use a cheap
duffle bag with a return tag, together with estimated postage, so that you can mail back discarded
clothing. Include extra flashlight batteries, bulb and extra shoes in one package in the event that
the latter should be required. Mail this package at least ten days in advance of your leaving for
Maine. Use the mail route for required changes and REDUCE the weight of what you require.
Your pack at each camp should not exceed (and we mean it) 12 pounds. A change of clothing,
underwear, socks, swimming suit, toilet articles, rain suit, rain hat, flashlight with extra batteries
and bulb (wrapped to prevent breakage), Guide to The Appalachian Trail in Maine, cup, compass,
and matches in a waterproof case. Take a liberal supply of band aids and a small emergency first
aid outfit. The Club first aid outfit will be used for reserve supply. Take some form of emergency
ration, less than half a pound in weight.
Canteens are not required.
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The Trail in Maine is often wet. There is a heavy dew. Take a small can of waterproofing
material to soften shoes and prevent shrinkage.
Because of difficulty in obtaining fly dope, it will be provided, unless you wish to use your own
brand.
There are no poisonous snakes in that part of Maine.
Above all, pay particular attention to your shoes. Do not start this trip with new or unbroken
shoes. Blisters are a very serious disability on a trip of this sort. Their occurrence can be largely
prevented by precautions to harden the skin. Buy an ounce of tannic acid powder from the
druggist and put it in two quarts of water in a porcelain bowl. Soak your feet and your hands for
fifteen minutes half a dozen times before the trip. (Tannic acid will be carried along to cope with
casualties experienced en route.)
In the event of emergency, from each sporting camp, at varying expense, arrangements can be
made to obtain necessary transportation to the railroad.
All trail tools will be furnished. Canvas gloves will be provided for the Trail marking contingent.
The camps all have telephone connections. Allow twenty-four hours for the delivery of telegrams.
Mail deliveries are infrequent and letters should be sent at least a week in advance of one’s
expected arrival.
Literature
Guide to The Appalachian Trail in Maine, which contains maps, gives a generalized account of
the region and a detailed description of the Trail. Separate maps of the area covered will be
furnished each registrant at Moxie Pond. In addition, "Mountains of Western Maine" and a
reprint of "Maine’s Second Mountain" from the June 1945 Appalachia will be furnished each
registrant in order to create some familiarity with the area traveled.
Precautions
Because of the nature of the region through which this trip passes, it is understood that all
registrants agree in advance to abide implicitly by the directions of the leader.
Smoking while traveling or working on the Trail will be prohibited; there will be ample rest
stops.
Applications are accepted with the understanding that there will be a full observance of these
conditions.
Addresses of Camps
Mail and telegrams may be sent to each sporting camp. Their names and addresses are:
Sterling’s Hotel,

P.0.

Caratunk, Me.,-

August 24, 1945.
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Troutdale Cabins,
P.0, The Forks, Me.,
August 25 to 27, inclusive.
Pierce Pond Corps, P.0.
Caratunk, Me.,
August 28 to 29, inclusive.
Carry Pond Camps, P.0. Bingham, Me.,August 30 to 31, inclusive.
West Carry Pond Camps, P.0. North New Portland, Me, - September 1 to 6, 1945, inclusive.
Costs
The transportation is on the Federal (Pullman), leaving Washington August 23, 1945, at 11:00
p.m., arriving Boston at 8:00 a.m. From Boston, day coach is used to Waterville, leaving Boston
at 9:40 a.m., August 24, arriving at Waterville at 2:20 p.m. From Waterville, bus to Bingham and
transportation by car from Bingham to Caratunk, where the first night is spent.
Returning, the trip from Mt. Bigelow to Farmington is by bus. From Farmington, day coach to
Portland, leaving Farmington at 5:10 p.m,, September 6th, arriving in Portland at 7:40 p.m,;
leave Portland at 9:00 p,m. (Pullman), arriving New York at 7:23 a.m,; leave New York (coach)
at 8:10 a,m., arriving Washington at 1:15 p.m., September 7th. The estimated costs are as
follows:
Transportation
Washington to Waterville
(Pullman to Boston; coach to Waterville)
Farmington to Washington
(Coach to Portland; Pullman to New York
coach to Washington)
Trip, from railroad at Waterville to railroad at Farmington
Total cost – with lower berth
- with upper berth

Lower Berth Upper Berth
28.12

$26.92

24.34
$52.46

23.44
$50.36

90.00

90.00

$142.46

$140.36

Send your reservation to Jean Stephenson, The Appalachian Trail Conference, 808 Seventeenth
Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. Your reservation should be accompanied by a deposit of $25.00.
The balance of the train fare must be paid 30 days before the date of the trip and the balance by
August 15th.
June 15, 1945. Allen Potter, 10 Post Office Square, Boston, Mass., to Appalachian Trail
Conference, Inc., Washington, D.C.
Gentlemen:
I have just received your booklet on the Katahdin Section of Guide to The Appalachian Trail in
Maine. The section which I thought I ordered was the one right to the southwest of this map
where you have Mt. Katahdin in the upper right hand corner. I have seen an enlarged copy of this
map of yours and it says that it is the Please River Valley, West branch of the Penobscot area.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1945 – Compiled by David Field – Page

85

I am returning the map which I received and for which I sent 50¢ in stamps. I would appreciate it
if you would send me the other map.
June 16, 1945. Myron Avery to Howard Goff, Guidebook Editor, A.M.C.
Dear Mr. Goff:
I have noted with considerable interest the announcement in the June-July Bulletin of the
preparation of the new Katahdin Guide by the A.M.C.
While I had no acknowledgment, I have no doubt that you received my letter written after our
last discussion of Guidebook matters, in which I suggested the availability of the much more
complete and comprehensive Katahdin Guide of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club might lead
the Appalachian Mountain Club to the conclusion that the participation of an "outside”
organization was an unnecessary duplication and that the matter could well rest with Maine
people.
I, of course, had no anticipation that any suggestion which I might advance under the
circumstances in connection with the Katahdin Guide would be productive of any results.
However, since it is a situation where there are ample copies of a guide available, in view of the
emphasis laid on paper conservation, the republishing of a duplicate guide under these
circumstances in time of war may seem somewhat hard to justify.
I do feel, however, that it is quite important that there be absolutely no misunderstanding on one
aspect of the situation. This is on the use of any material which we have obtained and used in
Guide To The Appalachian Trail in Maine or the Katahdin reprint. There has been no permission
afforded, either directly or in paraphrase, for the use of material in the Guide To The
Appalachian Trail in Maine and particularly the Katahdin reprint. Under the circumstances of the
entire matter we should be obliged to take appropriate measures in the event of any unauthorized
use of our material.
We are fully cognizant of the sources from which material would be obtained as the result of
independent activity or by paraphrase.
I know that you personally do not participate in the editing of this publication. However, I am
obliged to address this comment to you, not in a personal capacity but by virtue of the fact that
you are listed as guidebook editor. If this correspondence should have gone to your Council or
President you will no doubt see that it is forwarded.
July 16, 1945. Myron Avery to Howard Zahniser, The Editor, The Living Wilderness, 1840
Mintwood Place, N.W., Washington, D.C.
Dear Sir:
My purpose in writing you at this time is to determine whether the policies of the Wilderness
Society are essentially constructive, that is, whether its facilities and resources can be enlisted to
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constructive action or whether, as has been often suggested, its policies are directed merely
toward opposing proposals which the Society may feel unsound. I am offering you an
opportunity to use your resources to aid in the restoration and the preservation of the wilderness
values of an outstanding region—the Katahdin country in Maine.
Last Summer I had an exchange of correspondence with Mr. Yard, who was endeavoring to
enlist my permission to use my Katahdin materials. I declined because I realized that the purport
of the article would lead to the erroneous impression of accomplishment and a great achievement,
thereby lulling the apprehensions of those who have seen the region and are vaguely aware that
all is not well. I would have been glad to have joined in a constructive program toward
accomplishment but not in one which was unfortunate in that by glossing over and ignoring the
facts of the situation a totally false impression was created. That is the accomplishment of the
September 1944 issue of The Living Wilderness.
There is in the State total apathy toward Katahdin. There are no adequate appropriations. The
State of Maine with less recreational machinery and limited in finances, finds itself saddled with
the responsibility for the largest park area in state ownership in the United States. Something
must be done to head off inevitable disaster when post-war conditions reassert themselves. A
definite standard of needs and objectives must be formulated. A plan of restriction rather than
development must be publicized. I have spent some of the limited time available to me these
days to attempt to develop a constructive program. My thought is to give it the widest possible
publicity. With this in mind I prepared an article to complete the picture presented in The Living
Wilderness for September. I had it completed and a letter to Mr. Yard actually written when I
learned of his serious illness; it was then put aside to await his return to the office. It was, and is,
my feeling that with his interest in conservation he would have welcomed the opportunity, no
matter what our past differences had been, to take the lead in indicating the action needed to
preserve the region which had been so highly praised.
It seems probable that those now guiding the editorial policies of The Living Wilderness will feel
the same way, so I have decided to take up with you the matter of the use of my article. I may
say that the article is non-controversial in tone and entirely constructive.
Since the initial unfortunate and erroneous impression was spread abroad through The Living
Wilderness, it would seem to me appropriate for that magazine to undertake this constructive
activity.
For reasons which I do not care to elaborate, I wish to guard against the dissemination of this
material and its possible use without my permission or its existence becoming publicized in
advance of my final plans for its use. Therefore, in making this available to you for examination,
I do so with the understanding that the article will be restricted to those who need to see it for
that purpose and that nothing from it will be used without my consent.
If I have wrongfully assumed that the matter of making a constructive contribution to a local
problem does not fit in with the scheme of Wilderness Society activities, there is no need of
discussing the matter further, and you may return the article to me.
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KATAHDIN – MAINE’S PROBLEM
Editorial note:
The editorial policy of The Living Wilderness is one of conservation. It seeks not only to alert
against infiltration of the wilderness when invasion threatens hut to guard in advance against
such invasion. By this constructive pulley, the Wilderness Society makes its greatest contribution.
This article, Maine's Problem - Katahdin, iis published in pursuance of this policy.
The September 1944 issue of The Living Wilderness was a Katahdin issue, presenting three
eulogies of Katahdin. There was featured its charm, attraction, allurement as primeval wilderness
and as the most superb region of the Eastern Atlantic states. Its preservation was presented as a
fait accompli. Such a portrayal of the superlative was not to be marred by any suggestion that all
might not be well at Katahdin or that its sanctity was menaced by other than the mists which drift
over Pamola. Katahdin’s status, as the reader of this article must conclude, is at least unique; the
situation poses many problems. Much has been accomplished but much yet remains to be
accomplished if Katahdin in Maine is to remain the symbol of a remote, inaccessible wilderness.
Aggressive action will be needed from those who value the area. Much implementation will be
required. Telling or glossing over of the problems is totally unconstructive; it merely postpones
the inevitable day of reckoning. The toll will be heavy indeed if such a superb wilderness area
loses its inviolatability.
To publicize the problems and sound a clarion call is the first constructive measure. Much needs
to be done within the state. Paramount is a full appreciation of the state's responsibility and
obligation.
In printing this appraisal the Wilderness Society does not wish to detract in any manner whatever
from Ex-Governor Percival P. Baxter's accomplishments in putting together this tract of National
Park proportions, which he has transferred to the State of Maine. The admission of the problem
only enhances his achievement. Publicizing the seriousness of the situation may lead others to
lend support to the development of a constructive program. To eliminate these ills and the
threatened dangers is the purpose of printing this detailed exposition.
This call for a further constructive program and this appraisal is, as would be most appropriate,
presented by a State-of-Maine resident, Commander Myron H. Avery, U.S.N.R.., of Lubec,
Maine, Chairman of The Appalachian Trail Conference. Commander Avery is the co-author of
the 82-page Katahdin Bibliography, [Footnote:] {An Annotated Bibliography of Katahdin. By
Edward S.C. Smith and Myron H. Avery. (A.T.C. Publication No. 6) 78 pp. 1936. And
Supplement, 4 pp. 1937} author of the most recent and detailed 146-page Katahdin Guide
[Footnote:] {Katahdin Section of Guide to The Appalachian Trail in Maine. 146 pp. Map. Illus.
(Reprint of portion of A.T.C. Publication No. 4)}, and the individual of this decade who has
written most of Katahdin, The Appalachian Trail and the Maine wilderness. For Commander
Avery’s most impressive appraisal and eulogy, see "Katahdin and Its Country", Nature Magazine,
October, 1937. Commander Avery was freely quoted in the article in the September, 1944, issue
of The Living Wilderness, as well as use made of material which he has developed in his
researches.
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KATAHDIN – MAINE’S PROBLEM
By Myron H. Avery, Commander, U.S.N.R., Lubec, Maine
Katahdin and the Katahdin region--a land of towering peaks, forests, lakes and meandering
streams--is Maine's heritage. Or more appropriately, it is an area for which the State of Maine is
a trustee for all Americans. Private appropriation or exclusion from this land would be
unthinkable. In 1937, when steps were first formulated to hold back the rapidly-engulfing tide of
development and misuse, I endeavored to summarize its paramount qualities. [Footnotes:]
{“Katahdin and Its Country”, Nature Magazine, Ocober, 1937. “Katahdin National Park”, The
Congressional Record, June 7, 1936} Its name--the present day spelling representing the nearest
English reproduction of the gutteral Indian words which mean "biggest mountain"--signifies its
lasting impression. The two Indian words were "Kette" (specific for "greatest") and "Adene"
(generic for "mountain"). This appellation and the impression which the name mirrors must be
the basis of any considered plan for the Katahdin region.
All of us probably have some favorite mountain or locality. It is, however, quite safe to say that
Katahdin is held in high esteem by more persons than any other mountain peak in the Americas.
For this claim, its literature--a bibliography of some 82 pages and unequalled for any American
peak--evidences an overwhelming manifestation. Why this tribute and high esteem? The
underlying basis should be most carefully explored. Obviously, the very qualities which have
given the region this preeminence are the qualities which any plan for Its management must
preserve and, unfortunately, in the case of Katahdin, attempt to restore. This is Maine’s problem.
We can only trust that it is not too late and that full advantage may be had from the fortunate
respite from penetration, which the war has brought as its one boon.
Casting out local prejudice, I have long endeavored to analyze the fascination which this one
mountain has exercised over so many people. My best conclusion is that it is "isolate greatness"-a lofty mountain towering over a flat forested land, the goal of a pilgrimage, an objective far in
the wilderness to be attained only after much labor and exertion. It was thus a symbol--an
inaccessible lofty guard over a vast silent forest. I am the more fortified in my analysis by the
fact that, until the last two decades, this was literally true. Katahdin was all which this illusion
represented. This was the impression left with its visitors, from Chadwick’s [Footnote:] {See
“Katahdin, Its History”, by Myron H. Avery, In The Maine Woods, 1939, pp. 19-26. Bangor and
Aroostook Railroad.} partial ascent in 1760 until 1921 when axes of lumbermen sank into
century-old trees in the Basin Ponds area, the very heart of the mountain sanctuary. That year
marked the turn of an epoch at Katahdin. It initiated all that which has posed problems, toward
the solution of which no progress has been made.
Katahdin’s repute came from the visitors of the nineteenth century and the first two decades of
the twentieth. To this contributed Boston’s Edward Everett Hale, Henry David Thoreau,
geologists Jackson, Bailey, and Hitchcock, scientists DLaski, feFrnald, Hamlin, Harvey, Tarr,
America’s foremost landscape painter Frederick E. Church, John Springer and Theodore
Winthrop, to name from a long list. Katahdin was the superb culminating point of a difficult
wilderness journey. To this factor the mountain owes its renown. This impression, this illusion,
must be preserved; it must not pass with the nineteenth century.
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Until the blows of lumbermen's axes echoed from the walls of the Great Basin, it was indeed a
long journey to Katahdin. By foot it was thirty miles from the railroad at Stacyville, due west by
trail past Katahdin Lake with superb views into the glacial cirques with sheer-rising twothousand foot walls which characterize the east face of the mountain. A minimum of at least a
week was needed to accomplish this pilgrimage. Another route--the canoe approach from the
Penobscot West Branch--created even more this impression of a solitary mountain rising from
the forested plain. From this aspect no elevation masks the long approach to the base of the
southern barrier wall and to the Abol Slide of 1816 [Foonote:] {This route, like the St. John Trail
through the century-old Avalanche white birches to Pamola (part of Parson Keep’s trail of 1846
to the East Slide—Katahdin’s first trail), has been closed and abandoned by reason of lumber
operations.} which for over a century served as the route to the summit. Leaving the river at the
campsite on Abol Stream, immortalized in Thoreau’s In The Maine Woods, on the second day
one stood on the summit.
[Footnote:] {In 1932, to perpetuate Thoreau's name on the mountain, Ex-Governor Baxter
by a bronze plaque designated ''Governor’s Spring” as "Thoreau Spring". Thoreau did not reach
the summit and the spring has no connection with his partial climb. Thoreau had advocated the
spelling, "Ktaadn”, as the best representation of the Indian name. This form attained wide usage
but, in 1890, the U. S. Board on Geographical Names adopted the form, "Katahdin". "Thoreau on
Ktaadn” was a part of Katahdin’s eulogy in the September, 1944, issue of The Living Wilderness.
The student of Thoreau will find the best evaluation of his writings on the Maine woods in
Fannie Hardy Eckstorm’s critical review in the August, 1908, issue of the Atlantic Monthly,
under the caption, "Thoreau’s Maine Woods”. Mrs. Eckstorm, an authority on the Maine woods
and Indians, places Thoreau’s observations in proper perspective and should be known to all
devotees of the "hermit of Walden”.}
The few, who came from the west via Nesowadnehunk Stream [Foonote:] {Meaning "stream
flowing between mountains", a picturesque wild mountain torrent. Apart from most closely
reproducing the original Indian spelling, it is official, having been adopted by the U. S. Board on
Geographical Names. The discarded incorrect form of "Sourdnahunk" is disappearing in
recognition of the propriety of adhering to official usage.} either from the north or from the
sporting camps on Kidney and Daicey Ponds may be ignored. Their route was the Hunt Trail on
the southwestern spur, first cut in 1890; its upper portion is now The Appalachian Trail.
[Footnote:] {This was probably the route by which Charles Turner, Jr., the Scituate,
Massachusetts, surveyor, first reached the summit in 1804. The Turner manuscript does not
permit absolute identification. My conclusion as to probabilities is borne out by distinguished
writers in Appalachia, the journal of the Appalachian Mountain Club; see "Routes To Ktaadn",
by Prof. Charles E. Hamlin, Appalachia, December, 1881. Most of the original Hunt Trail has
been discarded, resulting in a confusion of nomenclature.}
Thus, until 1920, the Katahdin wilderness was unimpaired. Climbers were few; their evidences
were speedily obliterated. Given protection from fire, the region could preserve itself. There
were no problems. There was no need of a "master plan” or of thought as to essential restrictions
and safeguards. It was this roadless wilderness of 1920 that Ex-Governor Percival P. Baxter
unsuccessfully attempted to induce the Maine legislature to acquire. His proposal was ridiculed
and laughed down. What use to the State of Maine would be a rock pile in the center of the
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woods--30 miles from any railroad! Newspaper editorials, discussing the proposal, reflect a total
unawareness of conservation--even for 1920. Thus the state lost this opportunity. This historical
reference is of importance only in indicating the background and public opinion in a state
which now finds itself entrusted with a state park larger than in any single one of the 48 states
and expected to undo what has occurred and regain the opportunity lost two decades ago. That a
state-wide "conversion" has not occurred and that there exists in the state a general apathy and
indifference can hardly be questioned.
I have said that all Katahdin problems date from 1920 when the Great Northern Paper Company
cut spruce it the Great Basin and built dams on Basin Ponds. In 1925 came the too frequent
aftermath of limbering--the disastrous Basin Ponds fire; the line of demarcation of the black and
green unburned growth is the result of this fire. The G.N.P. tote-road, which ended at the long
familiar Basin Ponds lumber camp, became the new route to Katahdin. Automobiles could, in
1920, be driven only 10 miles north of Millinocket, to the narrow isthmus between Millinocket
and Ambejijus Lakes. Twenty miles beyond was the mountain. But with the new tote-road,
overnight the tide of travel shifted. Everyone came to Millinocket. The routes from Stacyville,
from the east, and from the Penobscot West Branch were totally discarded. As well could be
expected, every effort was made to convert the tote-road into a road passable by automobile. By
1927 Windey Pitch, 22.7 miles from Millinocket and still nine miles from the summit, was the
end of automobile travel. Then came CCC activity; the road end was moved north to Roaring
Brook, five miles from the summit. The road connecting Greenville and Millinocket was also
made into an automobile road. A new 30-mile road west from Patten placed automobiles at the
Penobscot East Branch; this road was extended nine miles farther in 1944. If the landowners
exercise their privilege to extend this road to Nesowadnehunk Lake, then the Kathdin region
becomes totally encircled by roads. The hitherto inaccessible Penobscot East Branch region has
been opened up. More important, these roads are there to stay.
Ex-Governor Baxter's deed of purchase preserves forever the Greenville-Millinocket road; by his
contract of purchase the new road on the north edge of Katahdin and its extension remain for a
quarter of a century. Thus, in effect, the primeval inaccessible Katahdin has in the last eight
years become road-encircled. A caption, such as that on page 3 of the September, 1944, issue of
The Living Wilderness, entitled "Three Views of Famous Roadless Katahdin” becomes an utter
travesty. Were no other difficulty present, this complete destruction of Katahdin's value and
renown as an inaccessible wilderness would pose a sufficient need for the creation of a plan of
administration--did the situation now permit such a step. Thus Maine's inaction for two decades
has brought upon it this near insoluble problem. Gone is the opportunity to have established a
magnificent unique wilderness--unless all of the past two decades is reversed under determined
and courageous leadership.
In striking a balance sheet much more might be added: The fires; the lumbering on Avalanche
Brook; the cutting of the century-old white birches on the old Keep Trail; and, most serious, the
despoliation of the Chimney Pond area. Unscientific and mistaken efforts to provide
accommodations, even of a primitive type, have resulted in a ghastly violation of the mountain's
most spectacular single feature. If all else fails, the Great Basin must be permitted to revert to the
wild primeval aspect of the 1900s. Chimney Pond in the heart of the Great Basin must be a
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sanctuary; the elimination of the mushroom development there is the first step in any intelligent
program. Its devastation is a near sacrilege.
These are the unfortunate trends precipitating these problems. While they developed, credit has
accumulated on the asset side. This is in the fact of the passing of the lands into state ownership.
Since the publication of the September, 1944, issue of The Living Wilderness, Ex-Governor
Baxter has transferred to the state the last remaining units of what he has acquired.
Today, the State of Maine is the owner of 116,286 acres, practically five Maine townships,
located in a rectangular block. Ex-Governor Baxter, who has made some eleven separate
conveyances to the state, commencing in 1931, conveyed on January 4, 1945, some 35,544 acres,
representing the balance of his Katahdin holdings. The tracts conveyed are not unconditional
transfers. For Instance, in T.5, R.10 (the site of the latest road), the owner, the Eastern
Corporation, may continue lumbering operations until 1965. In T.4. R.10, the Great Northern
Paper Company may continue to take timber from 6,108 acres until 1969. In addition, there are
privately owned undivided interests in the area conveyed, where Ex-Governor Baxter could only
acquire partial interest. Ex-Governor Baxter has said: "In buying these lands, I can take only
what the sellers are willing to sell". Further, by the acquisition of less than fee simple rights, the
funds utilized sere spread over a larger acreage.
There will be these problems of administration encountered in the carrying on of lumber
operations, with road building, etc., for the next quarter of a century. After 1965, the State will
have acquired the residue.
There has thus been put together, for eventual state ownership, a large tract of land of diverse
holdings, of itself no small accomplishment.
The factors which make Katahdin “Maine's problem" may be high-lighted as follows:
1. The largest state park in the United States has been conveyed to the state where recreational
interest and activity are at a minimum.
2, A consistent failure to recognize State responsibility and make appropriations for the
maintenance of this 116,000-acre park. The 1943 Legislature appropriated only a net of $1,000.
The 1945 Legislature gave $4525, of which $1525 was in lieu of taxes for fire protection. The
total futility of attempting to maintain an area of this size with no appropriation or income
requires no elaboration. It spells a total fundamental defect of policy. As an indication of
Maine’s economical attitude toward its recreational facilities, a far-reaching step to provide
seashore state parks by appropriating half a million dollars was completely defeated in the 1945
Legislature. A proposal for a state bond issue to create a state pier system at Portland similarly
failed, because of the thought that the return would not warrant such an expense. The criterion is
a very hard-headed rule of "will it pay?"
3. Administrative procedure: Maine’s few parks are administered by a State Park Commission,
whose 1943 appropriation was only $1000. Ex-Governor Baxter had legislation enacted
entrusting the Katahdin area to a Baxter Park Authority, composed of the Attorney General, the
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Forest Commissioner, and the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Game. Thus the
administration of a 116,000-acre Park is an additional chore for officials much occupied with
paramount primary objectives. Obviously all park areas should be under the direction of a
common authority with adequate personnel, sufficient appropriations and working under a long
range program. Maine has totally ignored this.
4. The general apathy throughout the state: The Legislature is quite willing to accept ExGovernor Baxter’s gifts of land; it totally fails to recognize that each gift brings with it an
increasing responsibility and that the people of the state as a whole must contribute more and
more towards the maintenance of this project. By his determination that the area shall be always
state-owned and administered, the donor has fixsd upon Main's citizens the burden of alone
maintaining this extensive area, rather than, as is the case of other areas of similar size, having
the burden borne by all of the people of the United States.
5. The underlying political philosophy: The donor has determined that this area shall be forever
state-owned. His procedure has been avowedly designed to make impossible any transfer of
these lands to the people of the United States as a whole. It is a curious manifestation in the State
of Maine of the doctrine of State Sovereignty. This insistence deprives the state of the benefit not
only of financial assistance but of plans of administration, trained personnel and other numerous
advantages which the administration of areas throughout the United states permits. Maine must
struggle alone with its problem. Except for the accident of CCC activity the essential Katahdin
Stream Campsite would not be in existence. The area thus is indebted to the would-be banned
federal Government for practically all of the material contributions to the region. It may well be
said that, if Ex-Governor Baxter chooses to buy this land and give it away, he may impose
whatever conditions he chooses and state ownership and operation is the condition he imposes.
This is quite well but it should be recognized that each Maine tax-payer bears his small part of
the burden resulting from Ex-Governor Baxter's decision to saddle this maintenance expense and
responsibility upon Maine alone. This was instanced, in a small measure, when the 1943 and
1945 Legislature found it necessary to appropriate $1500 to replace the revenue for forest
fire protection which had previously been received from the Baxter-held lands. Of all Katahdin's
problems, none is more serious than the question of appropriations. Will Maine recognize its
responsibility? Acadia, the one National Park in Maine, with only 27,871 acres, needed an
appropriation of __________in_____. Acadia provides only limited campgrounds.
Can it be thought that in a few years the tide of Katahdin-bound travelers will not exceed those
who journey to Acadia? The Appalachian Trail Conference has maintained for a number of years
a registration cylinder at the summit of Katahdin. Pre-war figures show a startling number of
climbers. In 1940 some 2,319 reached the summit; in 1941, prior to September 11, there were
1833.There is no accurate count of those who only reached the campgrounds but it may be said
with conservatism that probably 10,000 came to the mountain each year. Katahdin has been the
northern terminus of The Appalachian Trail since the route was initially marked in Maine in
1933. At that time and for several years it was the only safe trail. Thus some 10 miles of trail in
the Park area are maintained by the Appalachian Trail Conference. In 1941 the Appalachian
Mountain Club of Boston, well known for its effective trail system in the White Mountains,
concluded that it might make some contribution to the Katahdin problem by assuming
maintenance of some 18 1/2 miles of trail on the mountain. While momentarily beneficial, such
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arrangements are fundamentally unsound in that they obscure the problem of the obligation of
the state to care for the area. The fact that there was no protest that on out-of-state organization
should by the necessity of the situation come in to care for state problems illustrates the apathy
with which the situation is regarded locally.
There is one further aspect which requires elaboration. This is the aspect of state rights and the
expressed opposition of the donor to any possible Federal participation. It is indeed an
anomalous situation. The State of Texas recently purchased the Big Bend area and presented it to
the National Government in order that it might be administered as a National Pork and in
keeping with its recognized merit. At the same time the State of Texas turned over to the
National Government, to be incorporated in the new National Park, the Big Bend State Park. The
Commonwealth of Virginia purchased the Shenandoah National Park and made it available to
the Federal Government. Similarly, appropriations by Tennessee and North Carolina, many times
in excess of those involved here, made possible the Great Smoky Mountains National Park. The
individual generosity of the Rockefeller family, which matched the state appropriations for the
Great Smoky Mountains National Park, is noted only by a small bronze plaque at Newfound Gap.
The Rockefeller name is not attached to the area.
There is an example even in Maine. Those who gave the lands of Mt. Desert, which form Acadia
National Park, did not insist that the State should acquire and forever hold the area, and control
its development, nomenclature, etc.
Ex-Governor Baxter’s letter of Jan. 5, 1945, printed in the Maine Legislative Record,
summarizes his activities in the Katahdin area and sets forth his directions for administration.
This expression, comes as close to constituting a "master plan" for Katahdin as the State
possesses. Ex-Governor Baxter in his letter states quite frankly that he has transferred this land to
the state, bit by bit, in order to make a record which would preclude the state from ever
alienating either ownership, responsibility or burden. He says:
"My plan to create a long line of precedents whereby one Legislature after another
accepts my gifts in trust by laws duly passed and printed in the Laws of Maine for
successive years, have been approved by several of the leading judges and lawyers of our
State. Under this plan each gift becomes a sacred trust accepted by those who directly
represent the people. Each Legislature to protect these trusts in the years to come erects a
barrier similar to the barrier erected by its predecessor, a barrier against a breach of trust.
"Before 1 finish my work at least ten Maine Legislatures and as many Maine Governors
will have placed their seal of approval on my plans and thus they will have made these
trusts absolutely unbreakable. Certainly he is a bold and reckless person who, even after I
have deceased, attempts to induce this State to violate the trust revisions created under a
long series of Deeds and Acts of Acceptance extending from 1931 almost until 1950.
"Now that nine separate Legislative Acts as well as two Forest Commissioner have
accepted these gifts I feel that a barrier sufficiently strong against any breach of trust and
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against any encroachment by designing persons has been erected to protect this State
Park for all time.”
As a pre-requisite to the appreciation of this policy of non-Federal participation in the Katahdin
area, some history needs be recorded.
Ex-Governor Baxter's messages have frequently referred to his unsuccessful efforts as Governor
to arouse state interest. As his messages conveying his purchases have indicated, in face of this
apathy, ridicule and indifference he concluded to purchase the summit of Katahdin and donate it
to the state. This was accomplished by his deed of March 3, 1931, after his acquisition from the
Great Northern Paper Company of an undivided 3/8 interest in the west 2/3 of the north 2/3 of
T.3, R. 9, where the mountain is located. Litigation and partition proceedings followed ExGovernor Baxter's attempt to convey a specific portion of the township to the State. As a result,
he obtained sufficient land so that he conveyed an area four miles north and south and two and a
half miles east and west, making a total of nine square miles. The Legislature then changed the
century-old name of Monument Peak to Baxter Peak and the situation became static. Thus it
might have remained today, except for the threat of the establishment of a National Park in the
Katahdin area. This possible intrusion of Federal activity led Ex-Governor Baxter to expand
Baxter State Park to National Park proportions, in order to place a final quietus on any such
proposal.
Proposals to create a National Park in the Katahdin region were not novel. However, they had
failed to receive any state or Federal support. Congressman Guernsey made the proposal in 1916;
his speech is printed in the Congressional Record of April 13, 1916. In 1925, Congressman Ira G.
Hershey, from the Katahdin district, introduced H.R. 25, which would have established a
National Park in the area. A little publicized Forest Service project in the early thirties to make
the Katahdin area a National Forest was diverted to Eastern Maine through maneuvering of the
lumber interests , which would have been affected thereby, and became the Grand Lake National
Forest, which exists today only in the project stage. The impression was abroad that, due to
lumbering and fires, there was too little of the primeval remaining in the Katahdin area and that it
could not rate with the great western wilderness parks.
Apprehension as to the future of the region and appreciation of the necessity for some
constructive action became more current In the early thirties. CCC activity materially affected
conservation plans and policies. In 1937, for the first time, there was a possibility of Federal
interest and a hope for progress through that source. There was then no other active medium.
The National Park Service had made an exploratory examination of the region and preliminarily
reported it as of possible National Park calibre. Senator Owen Brewster of Maine, who knew the
region from personal association, embued with a desire to take constructive measures with a
festering problem, introduced a bill to create a National Park around Baxter State Park, which
would be left undisturbed. The National Park Service report on this bill was not filed with
Congress before the close of the session and this proposal, like that of the Green Mountain
National Park in Vermont, seemed too tenuous, in view of political considerations, to justify
aggressive action. There were too many other regions clamoring for National Park status.
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When this opportunity presented itself, Ex-Governor Baxter was abroad, and could not be
consulted. On his return, he announced his complete opposition and, with the benefit of the
publicity as to what a National Park in that area would consist of, he commenced his acquisition
program. Thereafter in 1939, he made a further donation, supplementing that of eight years
previous. Thus, the agitation over the future of the region and the imminence of its passing into
Federal ownership served to translate the original plan of a state park of 5,960 acres into one of
116,268 acres. Whether the end result will be beneficial or otherwise is not for discussion here. It
is, however, worth making unmistakably clear that it was the threat of Federal ownership and the
possibility of the addition of Katahdin to the outstanding public areas, which constitute our
national parks, that made the State of Maine the recipient of 116,288 acres of land and a veritable
Pandora’s Box. [Footnote:] {These proposals were well publicized. See the Portland Sunday
Telegram, July 31, 1938, and Aug. 7, 1938, under the caption of “Katahdin National Park Plan is
separate issue from Baxter Park Area”, and “Chaotic Conditions in Katahdin Region Demand
Restoration Program”, respectively. Those who wish complete literature of this problem may
obtain reprints from the Appalachian Trail Conference, 808 17th St., N.W., Washington 6, D.C.}
Maine may pride itself on its individuality. Certainly for a state of limited resources, so meagre
with appropriations for recreation, it has brought upon itself a situation the like of which exists in
no other state. This manifestation of a political philosophy is a contributing factor in the present
and future of the region and one which some day may be difficult to understand except for the
record which is here attempted.
The 1937 National Park Service exploration of Katahdin, after the introduction of the Brewster
bill, had two productive results. One is the extraordinary set of Katahdin photographs, an
instance of which is the cover of the September, 1944, issue of The Living Wilderness. The other
was the preparation of a "master plan" for the Katahdin area, prepared by expert study. It is
lamentable Indeed that such a document should be buried in the National Park Service files and
not available at least for the information, if not for the guidance, of those who control the destiny
of the Katahdin region. The publication of this plan so that all may know of it is a constructive
measure which this resume of the situation will accomplish. It should be noted that the theme of
this plan is a reversion of Katahdin to the wilderness. The intruding roads would disappear.
Chimney Pond would became again isolated, superbly wild and primitive. Katahdin again would
become a lofty mountain attained only after a long journey through wilderness surroundings.
Such proposals may be attacked on the ground that they are too sweeping, that they retain too
much of the wilderness.
Some plan of orderly development, instead of haphazard chance, must control the destiny of this
region. The State of Maine must realize that with this Katahdin land it has accepted very real
responsibilities. It must be prepared to pay the ever-increasing financial cost of exclusive
possession of a portion of our national heritage. The region must be controlled by a trained, farvisioned administrative agency. All these are steps which must be underway at once. For, with
the return of pre-war conditions without these checks and restraints, the flood tide of travel will
again swarm through this region as a horde of locusts. What Theodore Winthrop termed "the
distinctest mountain to be found on this side of the continent" will, become a bitter reproach to a
state which will not measure responsibility with obligation. This is Maine's problem.
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_____
For the purpose of making available the data contained in the detailed study, a portion of the
National Park Service plan for the Katahdin area is printed herewith. There is also printed, to
complete the record, Ex-Governor Baxter's letter of January 4, 1945, to the Governor of Maine,
which outlines his plans for the area. No comment is made as to the relative merit or lack of
merit of the respective plans or where these proposals fundamentally clash. Salient features of
each plan are summed up for ready reference:
Roads:

Park Servlce.- Obliteration of all roads north of Togue Ponds, with the result that the
summit of Katahdln would be reached only by Trail, 14 miles distant from a road.
Baxter.- Obliteration only in 1965 of the new fireroad along Trout Brook.

Accommodations:
Park Service.-Major establishments at Nesowadnehurik Lake, Katahdin Lake
and Togue Ponds, on boundary of Katahdin area. Obliteration of Chimney Pond
development. Campsites at Basin Ponds and other areas.
Baxter.- Forest lean-tos and small log cabins "for those who love nature and are willing
to walk and make an effort to get close to nature."
A shelter on the summit. (Except for sporting camps of uncertain tenure, there would
apparently be no public accommodations in the area.)
Trails:

Park Service.- Existing routes.
Baxter.- "Pleasant foot trails”. (In the 1938 In The Maine Woods, p.55, Ex-Governor
Baxter approved a horseback trail to the summit.)

June 19, 1945. Raymond E. Rendall, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine, to Myron
Avery.
Dear Myron:
Acknowledgement is made of your letter of June 16 in regard to your promised trip to Maine.
As far as I know now, I plan to be in my office on June 25. I shall look forward to seeing you at
that time.
June 19,1945. Fannie Hardy Eckstorm, 173 Wilson Street, Brewer, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Myron Avery:
If you detour past me in June, it will be "at your own risk"! Of course I want to see you.
There will always be something to eat, so take your eating here and don’t lose time that way;
besides we are on greenleaves and grass roots here anyway, and lending, borrowing, begging and
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stealing are all on the same basis “of nothing doing”; but I always have something a New
Englander can eat.
Shall be glad of the reprint from Appalachia.
Hastily
June 20, 1945. Myron Avery to Allan Potter, 10 Post Office Square, Boston, Mass.
Dear Mr. Potter:
Your letter of June 18th addressed to the Appalachian Trail Conference has been referred to me
as editor of Guide To The Appalachian Trail In Maine.
I have not seen the previous correspondence but I assume there was sent to you the Katahdin
Reprint of Guide To The Appalachian Trail In Maine.
I would like to assist you in identifying this but I just do not know what you mean by the "Please
River Valley, West branch of the Penobscot area. Our Map No. 4, which adjoins the Katahdin
map, extends from Katahdin across the West Branch of the Penobscot to the East Branch of the
Pleasant River. Unfortunately, the extra copies of this map, which was one very much in demand,
are totally exhausted. There are, of course, copies available in the Guide To The Appalachian
Trail In Maine, which is described in the prospectus. We would not feel like breaking down a
copy for the purpose of extracting the map.
I trust that will be an intelligent reply to your inquiry. We return herewith the 50¢ in stamps
referred to in your letter and assume you have returned the Katahdin Reprint.
June 24, 1945. Jean Stephenson to George J. Stobie, Commissioner, Inland Fisheries and
Game, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Stobie:
As Publicity Director of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, I thought it would be of interest to
you to have a copy of the June issue of Appalachia, which contains an article on Mt. Bigelow by
Commander Myron H. Avery, U.S.N.R., in view of the fact that the Bigelow region is a game
preserve. Under separate cover I am, therefore, forwarding a copy to you.
We have made arrangements to obtain some reprints and, thinking that the article would be of
interest to your supervisors and game wardens, I will forward copies of the reprint to the list of
them you so kindly sent me some time ago.
June 28, 1945. Elizabeth Beal, Phillips, Maine, to The Appalachian Trail Conference.
[Hand-written]
Gentlemen:
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Would you please send me information on the Trail work trip in Maine? Though I do not expect
to be free those few weeks I should like very much to help on the Bigelow-Saddleback section
for a few days if it were possible.
June 30, 1945. Jasper Haynes, Buck Horn Camps, P.O. Norcross, Maine, to Myron Avery.
[Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Have fell a large pine about 100 yds. up stream from your trail crossing and it makes a good
bridge.
Please send me one of your latest maps of east branch Pleasant River to Katahdin.
Saw large bull moose and 14 deer one evening after supper in Cooper Brook above my camp at
Middle Jo Mary and had 2 canoes bit by bear and one camp broke into twice in month by bear.
Fishing good.
June, 1945.
NOTE TO PURCHASERS
Of the Fourth Edition of
GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
FOREWORD
These annual supplements to the Maine Guide are sent to all purchasers of the Maine Guidebook,
whose addresses are recorded with the Conference. Previous Supplements were issued in 1942,
1943 and 1944. The present Supplement, while not entirely accumulative, contains the major
items appearing in the previous Supplements.
TRAIL CONDITIONS
The Appalachian Trail from Yoke Ponds to Katahdin Stream Campsite (52 m.) was recleared
and repainted by a Maine Appalachian Trail Club work crew in August-September, 1944. Minor
relocations were made on the north shore of lower Joe Mary Lake and on Potaywadjo Ridge in
order to avoid beaver flowages and storm damage.
The blue-blazed Potaywadjo Ridge, Rainbow-Nesowadnehunk and Joe Mary Mtn. Trails were
also recleared and repainted. There is now a Coast and Geodetic Survey tower on the top of Joe
Mary Mtn.; while this trail was not recleared to standard, it is readily passable.
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There was no maintenance on the Trail in Maine in 1944 except for the 52 miles from Yoke
Ponds to Katahdin, on Moxie Bald and in the West Carry Ponds area. This 52-mile section is
particularly recommended for 1945 travelers, with the suggestion that they spend an additional
day at each camp, to take advantage of local opportunities.
The locality of the 1945 Maine Appalachian Trail Club work trip will be between Moxie Bald
Mtn. and Sugarloaf Mtn. As these trips occur in late August and September, travelers earlier in
the year do not receive the benefit from the resulting trail improvements and clearing.
The White House Camps and the side trail to White House Camps should be eliminated from all
maps.
Travelers in Maine may expect to experience difficulties thru small bushes, growth and beaver
flowages and should be adequately prepared for the conditions to be encountered until regular
Trail maintenance can be resumed.
TRAVEL SUGGESTIONS
The former convenient, one-day schedule over The Appalachian Trail in Maine from sporting
camp to sporting Camp has been affected by the closing of the White House Camps and by the
closing of Clifford's main camps on Rainbow Lake. (The camps at Rainbow Dam, are being
operated.) It is suggested that, between Daicey Pond and Rainbow Lake, travelers use the
Rainbow-Nesowadnehunk Trail, after making very positive arrangements to be met on the north
shore of Rainbow lake. It is imperative that there be no misunderstanding on this score. The
route from the Penobscot West Branch south to Rainbow Lake over the Appalachian Trail, partly
over old tote-roads, is now ingrown, much-washed and involves strenuous exertion.
Between Nahmakanta and Joe Mary Lakes, parties should arrange to be met by boat at the foot
of Nahmakanta Lake.
Sporting camp rates have materially increased; they now vary from $5.00 to $5.50 per day.
Consult camp proprietors for the particular rate.
Only the Moxie Bald and Mt. Bigelow Firetowers were regularly manned in 1944. It is not
expected that the White Cap, Pleasant Pond and Saddleback towers will be manned in 1945,
unless weather conditions make it necessary.
The following new topographic maps have been Issued for Maine: Sebec and Old Speck.
ACCOMMODATIONS
The situation with respect to accommodations is as follows:
Note the elimination of the White House Camps.
The following camps are not in operation during 1945:
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Togue Ponds Camps (parties, providing their own food, may find accommodations here);
The Hermitage;
The Ledge House;
Redington Pond Camps.
Troutdale Cabins at Moxie Pond and Carry Pond Camps are again in operation.
REVISED GUIDEBOOK MAPS
By reason of changed conditions, in keeping with the announcement for maintaining this
Guidebook current, the following revised pages are attached:
Pages 19-21: These represent the current situation with respect to public accommodations.
These pages constitute the first revised pages of the Guidebook.
*****
GUIDEBOOK CORRECTIONS
Page 21: Omit the West Branch lean-to (burned).
Page 21: The distances for the Horns Pond and Campbell Field lean-tos are transposed.
Pages 21, 293, 323, 328: There are no public accommodations in Andover at the present time.
Public transportation in Andover can be arranged for thru Robert H. Mills.
Page 54: Ex-Governor Percival P. Baxter, at the 1944 Special Session of the Maine legislature,
donated an additional 22,708 acres to the Baxter State Park. This grant was T.5 R.10 but the
landowner (Eastern Corporation) has the right to continue lumber operations until 1965.
In 1945 Mr. Baxter conveyed to the State the remaining land which he owned in the Katahdin
area (Chapter 1, Private and Special laws of 1945). Some of the area conveyed is subject to
restrictions, such as continued lumbering, unconveyed interest and the right to maintain roads for
a designated period of time. As indicated in the Maine Legislative Record for January 10, 1945,
the total land conveyed by Mr. Baxter to the State Park is now 116,288 acres.
Page 62: The 18.5 miles of trail at Katahdin maintained by the A.M.C. were in good condition in
1944. However, the 1-1/2 m., from the end of the automobile road to Basin Ponds, was very
much ingrown by bushes, much gullied and decidedly rough.
Pages 64 and 66: From Windey Pitch the upper part of the Millinocket-Basin Ponds Road is
much washed and in very bad condition.
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Pages 65 and 167: For transportation to Katahdin from Millinocket, communicate with Elmer
Woodworth, Millinocket, Maine. The rate to Roaring Brook from Millinocket is $15.00
per trip.
Pages 81-3 and 135-9: The Grand Lake Fire-road has been extended beyond Grand Lake along
the old Trout Brook Tote-road. This road, passable by automobile in 1944 had reached
Black Brook Farm, at 8.9 m. beyond Trout Brook (p. 138). Further developments will
depend upon lumbering operations which are now current.
Page 83: Albert O. Foster, P. O. Patten, Maine, has taken over the Matagamon Lake Camps on
the north shore of Matagamon lake. Foster's Camps, referred to at page 83, near the dam,
have been abandoned.
Page 106: The Cathedral Trail is marked by yellow rather than by blue paint blazes.
Page 115: The lean-to In the Northwest Basin has been rebuilt by the Appalachian Mountain
Club.
Pago 159. There are now trails to the base of the slides on O-J-I from the Millinocket-Greenville
Road. Detailed trail data from the Millinocket-Greenville Road are:
"I Slide" (South slide) Trail
Distance 8 Miles (app.)
From Millinocket-Greenville Road at Foster Campground, opposite road to Bradeen’s Camps (0.
m.), proceed east toward the base of O-J-I. Cross brook immediately and follow old wood road.
At app. 1/3 m. trail forks.
For South Slide, take right-hand fork, "I Slide" Trail. Follow old wood road. After app. 1-1/2 m.,
road ends; beyond, follow trail. Just before reaching wash at foot of slide, bear right and, in a few
rods, reach open wash. There is no trail up the slide to the summit. This route was cleared in
1943 and 1944.
"0 Slide” (North Slide) Trail
Distance 2 Miles (app.)
Follow route to South Slide to junction at l/3 m.; here take left fork. Beyond, cross two small
brooks. Follow old wood road to its end in small opening in woods covered by gravel from slide
and a cut in stream bed. Here, app. 100 yds. north of small opening on farther side of stream bed
is an enormous glacial boulder. (By measurement, app. length of boulder is 73 ft., width 48 ft.,
height 25 ft. This boulder is not as large the Madison boulder described in Appalachia, vol. 6, p.
6, May, 1890, but is well worth the short time required for a visit.) From the opening, without
crossing stream bed, go northeast nearly parallel with stream bed to large open wash at foot of
North Slide. This trail was cleared in 1944. To reach summit, continue up slide.
Page 163: The Traveler: The Appalachian Mountain Club had a camp in September, 1944, at the
head of Upper South Branch Pond. The route along the east shore of the Ponds was recleared and
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some work was done on the old trail to McDonald’s Bowlin Camps (closed—1944) which passes
thru Traveler Gap.
Page 169: There was a custodian at the camp at Roaring Brook, at the terminus of the road, in
1944. No one was stationed at Chimney Pond. There was very little travel to this section of the
mountain. Some of the older lean-tos at Chimney Pond have been torn down. Both of the camps
are locked and closed. It is anticipated that the situation will remain the same through 1945. The
State employee at Roaring Brook was Lionel La Fond. The State expects little use of the
Katahdin area during the war.
Page 170. Katahdin Stream Campsite was in charge of Fred Pitman in 1944.
Page 173. The Appalachian Trail Conference signs on the summit of Katahdin were renewed and
a new and larger registration cylinder was installed. During 1944, 395 people registered in the
A.T.C. cylinder up to September 5th and 295 in 1943. See Appalachian Trailway News for
September, 1944, page 32.
Pages 204 and 411: A bad beaver flowage has been reported between Logan Brook and Third
West Branch Pond.
Page 215: There has been no further lumbering on the Barren-Chairback Range since the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club trip in 1943. The Trail now temporarily passes below the high point on
Third Mountain (Monument Peak) and therein differs from the Guidebook description.
Pages 233 and 379: The Appalachian Trail from Moxie Mountain west to Pleasant Pond
Mountain thru the fire-killed section was mowed and put in excellent condition in 1944.
Page
: For a detailed account of Mt. Bigelow, see “Maine’s Second Mountain”. by Myron H.
Avery, Appalachia, June, 1945. This article, which is fully descriptive of Mt. Bigelow and The
Appalachian Trail, is one of the Appalachia series on the Mountains of New England.
Pages 263 and 358: The route between Little Bigelow and the East Peak was relocated in 1942 to
follow the original trail connection in this section, as described in the Guidebook. The route from
the "round barn" on Maine Highway 16 affords an approach to the Trail at this point; it is well
cleared. The uncleared 1/2 m. of trail between Little Bigelow and the East Peak of Bigelow was
recleared in 1943. {The east end of Little Bigelow is overgrown}
Pages 267 and 347: The section of Trail between Sugarloaf Mtn. and Orbeton Stream has been
declared impassable, due to hurricane damage and detour signs posted.
Pages 273-293 and 325-345: The 40-mile section between Saddleback and Andover-B Hill Road,
maintained by the Bates College Outing Club, will not receive maintenance during 1945. The
situation with respect to the non- availability of the college students, together with transportation
restrictions, has precluded the Bates College Outing Club from making its annual maintenance
trip. These sections had been worked over thoroughly each year and no difficulty should be
experienced in traversing them except for the annual growth of grass and raspberry bushes.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1945 – Compiled by David Field – Page

103

Pages 202 and 334: Appalachian Trail travelers in Western Maine will be interested to know that
there is now available bus service from the railroad at Rumford to the Trail at Me. Highway 17.
Schedules nay be obtained from Taylor’s Bus Service, Rumford, Maine,
*****
Correspondence with the editor of this Guidebook should be addressed to Commander Myron H.
Avery, U.S.N.R., Chairman, The Appalachian Trail Conference, 808 Seventeenth Street, N.W.,
Washington 6, D.C.
July 4, 1945. Myron Avery to Elizabeth Beal, Phillips, Maine
Dear Miss Beal:
I am sorry that there has been a delay in replying to your letter of June 20th addressed to the Trail
Conference. I made a hurried trip to Maine last week and on my return, your letter was brought
to my attention.
I am sorry to say that, due to a variety of circumstances and war conditions, we were extremely
delayed in issuing the prospectus for the Maine work trip. Even now, we are under some
uncertainty as to whether or not curtailing transportation may necessitate its eventual
postponement. We are, however, going on the basis that it will occur.
Copy of the prospectus, I am told, has gone to you at Lewiston and to Professor Sawyer. On the
chance that the prospectus sent to Lewiston may not have been forwarded, I enclose a copy
herewith.
I have heard nothing from Earland Winter or any of the Game Wardens since my letters written
shortly after my visit to Lewiston. We have sent them a copy of the prospectus so that they will
know that we plan to be in the vicinity and it may lead to some activity.
We do not know just how we are going to be able to meet our problem of transportation to do
any work on Mt. Bigelow or Sugarloaf from a base at West Carry Pond. It may be that this phase
of the trip will be one which will have to be curtailed. However, we shall try to do all that can be
accomplished, in view of the need for work in that area.
We have been fortunate in obtaining a volunteer who is painting new signs as far west as the
Bates College Outing Club section. There would be no point in putting up new signs for the
Sugarloaf-Orbeton Stream section but if you see any opportunity to get in to Orbeton Stream,
you might let us know and we could forward the signs which will point to Saddleback.
For the purpose of saving stenographic labor, I have taken the liberty of sending a copy of
this letter to Professor Sawyer in order that he may be advised as to our intended arrangements.
We hope very much that you may find it possible to join us on some portion of the trip. Miss
Jean Stephenson, to whom I am sending a copy of this letter, is caring for the matter of the
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registrations and she is familiar with your interest and activity and will be very glad to help make
any arrangements which would facilitate your being with us for some part of the trip.
Dictated by Commander Avery but written and mailed during his absence to avoid delay.
Copy to Mr. Sawyer, Miss Stephenson
July 4, 1945. Myron Avery to New Brunswick Government Bureau of Information and
Tourist Travel, Frederickton, New Brunswick, Canada
Gentlemen:
I have recently seen a copy of your very excellent "Historical Guide to New Brunswick”, by J. C. Webster,
published in 1941. I understand this to be a revision of an earlier publication of the same title, issued by the
New Brunswick Tourist Association in 1928.
I have a very considerable extent of New Brunswick literature and I should like to ascertain whether it
would be possible for me at this time to obtain two copies of this publication. In the event that you have
them available, I should like to ask that one be sent to me at 127 Hunter Avenue, Terrytown, New York,
and the other to me at Lubec, Maine, marked “Hold".
I would appreciate your advising me of any other publications of this nature, including maps of New
Brunswick, which may be available for distribution.
Kindly advise me of the cost of furnishing the material involved in order that I may care for the matter of
expense in this connection.
May I also ask if you can furnish me with the address of the Secretary of the New Brunswick Historical
Society, as I should like to make inquiry to bring up to date my copy of the proceedings of this organization.
Dictated by Commander Avery but written and sent forward during his absence to avoid delay.
July 4, 1945. Myron Avery to Jasper Haynes, Buck Horn Camps, Norcross, Maine.
Dear Mr. Haynes:
I have your recent letter and I am glad to hear from you.
You will note that in the last issue of Trailway News, we had an item about your work in
connection with the Joe Mary side trail. We are glad to know that you have a very secure bridge
and this will make a considerable addition to the route.
I made a flying trip to Maine last week and called on Mrs. Fannie Eckstorm at Bangor. She
spoke of you and her desire to visit your camps. As she is over eighty years of age and has
suffered from two broken hips within the last three years, I doubt if she will leave Bangor. She
said that you had been a very interesting correspondent and she knew your father.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1945 – Compiled by David Field – Page

105

It looks as if we will not be in eastern Maine this year. There is some pressing Trail work to do in
western Maine and the enclosed prospectus of our trip indicates where we will be. We shall hope
to see you within another year.
I am sorry to say that there has been so much of a demand for our East Branch Pleasant River to
Katahdin map that the stock has become exhausted. I do not have any separates left. Accordingly,
I have sent you a copy of the Guidebook which contains this map, thinking that if you wanted it
for camp purposes, you would prefer to have it within the book. This should reach you under
separate cover.
I hope you will let us know, since we cannot be in the country, of any recent happenings or
developments. If you are on any of the Trail, we should like to know of what conditions you
observe.
Dictated by Commander Avery but written and sent forward during his absence to avoid delay.
Copy to Miss Stephenson
July 6, 1945. Harry Ross, Bangor Daily Commercial, Banger, Maine.
Dear Mr. Ross:
I had thought that there was some possibility that I would have an opportunity to drop in on you
at Bangor. I had to make a flying trip to Maine last week. I came down from Portland during the
day, as I had to stop off at Brunswick and Augusta and had a definite appointment with Mrs.
Eckstorm. I felt too uncertain of my situation to risk tying you up by trying to arrange a definite
appointment. In view of the transportation delays and the difficulties in traveling during war time,
my plans would not have materialized. However, I want to claim credit for good intentions.
I had hoped to bring myself up to date on the situation in the State and particularly in Katahdin.
I was interested to hear of the extensive appropriation for the State Park Commission. It
compares significantly with what was done for the Baxter Park area. It may indicate an
appreciation in the State of the responsibility for State parks and a tendency to recognize
obligations. The Katahdin area may profit from this manifestation. Whether a thing as
comprehensive as using half a million dollars in Maine to buy up State parks will ever
materialize remains to be seen.
1 was much interested to read Ex-Governor Baxter’s will and testament of plans for the Katahdin
area. He is at great pains to stress that those who attempted the horrible breach of trust have
assured him that they have seen the light and will sin no more. You told me once of the BaxterBrewster rapprochement and I suppose it is smart strategy but a little embarrassing to the Senator
to see this publicized. You will be interested, I am sure, to know that I was told that the Governor
announced that you and he were now seeing "eye to eye". Knowing that this means seeing things
the Governor’s way. I am wondering if, in due time, he will announce your conversion along
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with the rest of the sinners. This would leave me (if I am not too small fry) in the position of
being the only remaining heathen.
I am sorry that I did not get a chance to see you for I would have been interested to learn of how
the matter is developing and the Governor’s hopes for your conversion, which I shall expect to
read of in due course, if you leave the announcements in his hands.
{Copy Katahdin file}
July 6, 1945. Lieutenant Harold J. Dyer, 27th Battalion, TRTC, Camp Croft, South
Carolina.
Dear Hal:
Since we have a working arrangement of passing on information with respect to conditions at
Katahdin, since I have been in Augusta more recently than you, I pass on the latest news.
I had to make a flying trip to Maine but did have the opportunity to see Commissioner Rendall
on the afternoon of June 26th. Apparently nothing as yet has been done at Katahdin for this
summer. There are no funds to pay Pitman and he is being carried until the first of the year on
the Forest Service Payroll. Mr. Rendall said that Mr. La Fond had been in touch with him earlier
and he expected that he would go back to Roaring Brook.
Mr. Rendall seemed to think that Harry Ross and Governor Baxter were getting nearer to seeing
"eye to eye" or Governor Baxter's way, since he is the source of information. Rendall seemed to
think that Baxter might be able to purchase up to 150,000 acres.
Rendall knew nothing of the road development on Trout Brook except that it was only used for
an access road, as the lumber came down Trout Brook.
The State Park Commission certainly fares well with this Legislature. I am enclosing copy of a
letter which Mr. Rendall sent to Trailway News. The Park Commission has a large working fund
and the $25,000 a year is to be used for improvements. Rendall seemed to think that the ski
development at Presque Isle on Craggy Joe Mountain might come in for a considerable share of
the construction work.
The fire protection for Baxter Park is standardized at the rate of 1.5 cents an acre and will be the
subject of continuing appropriation.
Apparently the State has made a large appropriation for post-war developments and a legislative
committee is determining the allocation. I believe that Baxter Park has requested about $50,000
out of the $2,000,000 appropriation but this will be handled by the legislative committee and the
final allotment remains to be seen.
Rendall seemed to think that eventually the matter would have to come within the jurisdiction of
the State Park Commission but said that he hoped they would have you back.
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Here is where I gratuitously intruded myself into your affairs. I said that they would have to
recognize that they could not have your services for a Game Warden’s salary and that with a
family and the necessity now of deciding upon your future career, they would have to make a
proposal which would care for your family needs and afford opportunity for advancement. He
said that he fully recognized this. If you go back, I believe that it would be good strategy for you
not to seem too eager and write as good a contract as you can for yourself. Particularly, I think it
would be worthwhile for you to stipulate an opportunity to see some of the State and Federal
Park areas and to arrange for regular opportunities to visit such areas in order to broaden your
outlook and keep in touch with these phases of conservation movements.
I am enclosing the report on Commissioner Rendall's internal difficulties. It appeared the day
after I was at Augusta. He seemed quite confident at the time but one cannot tell how much this
may affect his continued activity or his reappointment. I consider him a very broad gauge
individual with knowledge of major forestry problems. This is a phase much needed in Maine
and one which many Commissioners, I do not think, have possessed. I am afraid that the internal
sharpshooting may have done him considerable harm.
As for myself, it is nothing more than the same old story of ever-increasing work. Our personnel
increases but we are hard put to keep abreast of the situation.
As a matter of interest, I enclose the prospectus of what we are going to try to do in Maine this
summer. This, however, may be curtailed if the threatened restrictions on travel develop.
You undoubtedly were interested in the item on forest fires in the last Trailway News. We have
felt that some of our "friends" blissfully and deliberately ignored the Maine Statutes and we were
somewhat under a handicap in adhering conscientiously to the provisions of the Statutes which
were being violated with impunity. We were amused to find the July AMC Bulletin printing as a
discovery a ruling by the Maine Forestry Commissioner that the Attorney General had ruled that
the use of camp stoves in fire season was prohibited.
{Copy Katahdin file}
July 7,1945. Fannie Hardy Eckstorm, Brewer, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron Avery:
In addition to your pleasant letter of the 3nd, I have received both packages—the books returned
and yesterday that from Huston. Immediately I began Nine Mile Bridge, and finished it in the
night.
I liked the book much. It is a worth-while human document, which will continue to stand on its
own, with no shrinkage in value. It contains the same small details which in so many places
make Thoreau's Maine Woods a record of exceptional value to anyone who would know what
has been and is forgotten.
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Some things in it are new to me. For example, twenty-foot canoes and fifteen-foot setting-poles.
They go together well enough, but in my day, when a canoe seldom exceeded eighteen feet,
where would you have packed a fifteen-ft. pole? The end of it would have been out all over the
landscape. The one statement I should question is that the diameter of a setting-pole was from
one inch to an inch and a half. It seems to me, looking backward, that an inch-and-a half would
be as small as a canoe pole of even twelve feet should be to give it the stiffness and spring. And
many a time I have lugged the setting-pole, with about all the loose gear that could be swung on
it, over a long carry, so that the men could tote the heavy dunnage.
Thank you much for the book, which shall have an honorable place on my shelves. It makes me
think of some of the unwritten tales I know of the old Maine woods— of Dirty Donald and Jack
Mann and Abiel Willard, Hiram Leonard (who so impressed Thoreau on their stage ride) and
Allan Farrar and Rufus Philbrook, David Libbey, Waldo Davis, Old Asa Fox for whom the Fox
Hole was named, of blind Thurlot who was left all alone on Mud Pond Carry when his wife ran
away with Joe Goodblood, of the Fairbanks Brothers and the other deserters in the
Nesowadnehunk Mountains in the Civil war, and of accidents and rescues and tragedies and the
things I have heard and am perhaps the only one who could recall them. But it is work to write a
book, when what you put on record has to be as near the truth as you can make it.
What a nice time I had on your call, almost a visit! So many things we did not get about to
talking over; so many we did touch upon. Since you left, after much hunting Mrs. Burrell found
the book of Maine Laws, and I see that it is fundamental to your study of the subject. It is not the
first edition of Maine Laws, but it is the authoritative one used by all lawyers here. It was printed
in 1833, after the first edition, issued by the State, proved so faulty that it had to be revised
immediately. The copy is bound and in good condition, ready for much wear. I have done it up
and will send it by mail to you as a gift, because you are the one who could profit most by it. I do
not inscribe it but it goes “with affection and good will”, or however a deed of gift is phrased.
And, by the way, won't you tell me what years of the Bangor Historical Magazine you lack. I
may be able to secure them for you. Last night I heard of a copy of Vol. VI which a friend has
and does not need. It is defective, about six pages in the very beginning having been cut out. I
think she would not ask more than a dollar for it and the missing pages are chiefly quotes from
Jesuit Relations. I know of more odd volumes elsewhere.
July 7, 1945. Myron Avery to Jewel Paint and Varnish Co., 346 North Western Avenue
Chicago 12, Ill.
Gentlemen:
I have your letter of July 2, 1945, in reply to my inquiry as to the availability of White Titanium
Oxide Paint.
Please send 30 gals. of this paint, packed in quart containers, of tin not glass, prepaid carriage
charges, as follows:
12 gals.

Appalachian Trail Conference
808 17th Street, N.W.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1945 – Compiled by David Field – Page

109

Washington 6, D.C.
3 gals.

Mr. Ned K. Anderson
Sherman
Gaylordsville, Conn.

1 gal.

Commander Myron H. Avery, U.S.N.R.
127 Hunter Avenue
Terrytown, N.Y.

2 gals.

Commander Myron H. Avery, U.S.N.R.
c/o Mrs. Earl W. York
Twin Pine Camps, Daicey Pond
Millinocket, Maine

2 gals.

Commander Myron H. Avery, U.S.N.R.
c/o Clifford’s Rainbow Lake Camps
Kokadjo, Maine

2 gals.

Commander Myron H. Avery, U.S.N.R.
c/o Potter’s Antlers Camps
Lower Joe Mary Lake
Millinocket, Maine

2 gals.

Commander Myron H. Avery, U.S.N.R.
c/o Berry’s Yoke Pond Camps,
Kokadjo, Maine.

2 gals.

Commander Myron H. Avery, U.S.N.R.
c/o Perham’s Long Pond Camps
Katahdin Iron Works, Maine.

2 gals.

Commander Myron H. Avery, U.S.N.R.
c/o Dore’s Mountain View Camps
Monson, Maine.

2 gals.

Commander Myron H. Avery, U.S.N.R.
c/o Troutdale Camps, Moxie Pond,
The Forks, Maine.

This makes a total of 30 gals. white titanium oxide paint. As stated above, this is to be in quart
containers, in metal, not glass because of breakage and difficulty of' carrying in the woods.
All shipments must he prepaid. If there is any case in which you do not stand the cost of
shipment, please prepay the charges and add the charges to the bill.
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The bill is to he made to the Appalachian Trail Conference and forwarded to 808 17th Street,
N.W., Washington 6, D.C.
July 11, 1945. Bert Kemmerer Public Relations Department, American Forest Products
Industries, Inc., Washington, D.C. to Myron Avery.
Dear Commander Avery:
The report you referred to relative to lumber operations in Maine has not yet been completed,
due to heretofore lack of material we considered necessary for it.
We will, however, keep you in mind and when the piece is concluded, will see that you receive a
copy.
{Madawaska operations}
July 13, 1945. Helon N. Taylor, Warden Service, Department of Inland Fisheries and Game,
Guilford, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
Please excuse my delayed answer to yours of March 21st. I kept putting it off until I got time to
look over the portion of trail which you mentioned. That is between Monson and Blanchard. I
have been over this section, cleared out the blow-downs and cut a lot of bushes. It is in fair shape
but needs repainting. I had intended to do it but will not be able to now as I am leaving this
section soon. I have not had much time for trail work but was over the section from Monson to
the Little Wilson again this year and it is in good shape but also needs repainting.
The transportation situation to Monson and Blanchard is very much the same, Haseys Bus and
the morning train out of Bangor.
My boy is in the Naval Hospital at Long Beach, Calif. I do not know just what happened but he
was wounded in the hand or wrist and it cut all the tendons. He was wounded June 9th, they took
the cast off a week ago last Monday and we expect him home before too long now. He said the
doctors did a wonderful job and he will have a good hand.
I have handed in my resignation to the Fish & Game Dept, to take effect July 31st and will start
work for the Megantic Fish & Game Corporation as Superintendant begining Aug. 1st. My
address will be, Eustis, Maine, % Chain of Ponds Camps, after Aug. lst. It is a big change over
and a hard decision for me to make after all these years of service but I have made it and hope
for the best. I will have charge of three camps in Maine and one in Canada, namely, Big Island
Camps, Chain of Ponds Camps and Arnold Pond Camps, all in Maine and The Club House on
Spider Lake in Canada. Snow Mountain is near Big Island. Hope you may find time to visit me
there some time. I can show you good fishing and even mountains to climb. It is a beautiful
country. I have guided, trapped and Game Wardened there so I know what I am getting into.
July 25, 1945. David A. Sykes, President, Maine Outing Club, University of Maine, Orono,
Maine, Phi Eta Kappa House, to The Appalachian Trail Conference.
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Gentlemen:
During the past year the Maine Outing Club has again become active. We have an energetic and
ambitious group of members who have plans for expanding the facilities of the club.
We would appreciate your forwarding information regarding the requirements for joining the
Appalachian Trail Conference and the duties expected of a member.
July 26, 1945. Myron Avery to Raymond Rendall, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Ray:
At the time when you kindly furnished me the data on the firetower in the Bigelow Region, I
wrote there was some uncertainty as to whether the item would appear In the July or the
December, 1945, issue of Appalachia. The editor concluded to make use of it in June, and I am
sending under separate cover the magazine with the article.
I have also sent to you four reprints, thinking you might wish to have them for file purposes.
We have sent reprints to the mailing list of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club. This includes
some of the local firewardens. It had occurred to me that it might be simpler if you would send
me an up-to-date directory and we could mail reprints to the local wardens who have not been
otherwise covered.
I had thought that in view of your plans to record Forest Service history of Maine mountains, you
might wish to have these reprints distributed. If more would be of any value please let me know.
We shall be glad to mail direct to anyone you suggest.
Again thanking you for your help in this connection and with best regards.
July 31, 1945. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor, Chain-of-Ponds Camps, Eustis, Maine.
Dear Helon:
We have been delayed in replying to your very welcome letter of July 13 by reason of being in
Europe. I had a short trip by air which took me to Paris, London, Bremen and back. I was glad to
have seen the German situation even if it was after the war.
Trailway News is printing the information in the first paragraph of your letter. We are pleased
that you could clear these sections and next summer, if all goes well, we shall try to repaint these
areas.
I am sorry to hear that your boy has been wounded. However, they are able to do unbelievable
restoration work these days and I think you can feel quite confident that every thing is as good as
new.
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Your letter did not indicate that you had received the copy of Appalachia which contains the Mt.
Bigelow article. We have sent copies of a reprint of it to all the game wardens, fire wardens and
members of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club. So the Bigelow history and your part in the Trail
will be well and permanently recorded.
Since Bigelow is not so far from Chain-of-Ponds you may have use for additional reprints. We
have sent a dozen copies to you.
1 am not really surprised that you have gone back with the Megantic Club. It is a lot like
returning to one's first love. 1 remember what you told me of conditions there in 1912, when you
carried mail, and later when you guided in the region. I know something of the area for a doctor
who treated me for sinus in New York, a Doctor Hunt, a Dartmouth graduate, had a map on the
wall of his office. He knew you and we used to talk of the area. Then, too, you know we made
the trip to Megantic in 1942 and saw a good deal except the main clubhouse on Spider Lake. I
have the guidebook by Dr. Bishop. Accordingly, while it means turning your back on years of
service with the Inland Fisheries and Game Commission, I think your decision is wise. The Club
has been operating for a long time and should continue to be successful.
We still have our date to go in to climb Kibby—my first mountain—again. Also, I have wanted
to travel along the mountains on the border north of the Magalloway for a long time. I will
remember that I have your invitation to come to the Megantic area and climb Snow Mountain.
So our paths may cross again much sooner than we now anticipate.
We want to hear from you from time to time how things are going.
July 31, 1945. Myron Avery to Fannie Hardy Eckstorm, Brewer, Maine.
Dear Mrs. Eckstorm;
I have had an interesting although brief assignment in Europe. I went by plane to London, via
Newfoundland, the Azores, and Paris; then on to Bremerhaven, where I saw what the Germans
had brought on to themselves. I was interested to see no sign of suffering or disability on the part
of the populace and a very numerous reserve for the next war. Thrse children are all healthy,
well-fed and extraordinarily numerous. The non-fraternization policy was still in effect and my
visit was brief. The captured troops appeared to be anything but supermen. I was amazed at
number of cattle in the fields in the Bremerhaven area. But lack of fuel, wood and coal, as well
as the exhaustion of reserve food supplies, indicate the German people will feel the pinch this
winter.
I want to thank you for the volume of Maine laws. I have seen that the search was eventually
successful. I consider it quite unique to have this volume of statutes which speak of the very time
when Maine became a state.
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I appreciate your interest in my copies of the Bangor Historical Magazine. Unfortunately, my
copies are at Lubec and I shall bear in mind to check the situation there. It, of course, may be too
late.
More than anything, however, I think I value the references in your comment on Nine Mile
Bridge. Miss Stephenson, editor of Appalachian Trailway News, has written you asking
permission to make use of this material. I wish so much it were possible for us to provide
facilities which would permit you to elaborate these references. I have a note which you gave me
about the Fox Hole and Dirty Donald.
Unless the transportation situation definitely precludes we hope to have a small party working in
the Trail between Moxie Pond and Mt. Bigelow. I do not anticipate this trip will bring me to
Bangor so I shall place in reserve my order for stewed scallops.
We are waiting word as to the appearance of your book.
Again thanking you for your most interesting letter and the volume of Maine laws,
Copy to Mary Dorsey.
You see I am still in favor. What I didn't do to you isn't worth mentioning! If I have another
dozen years to work on her, Mrs. Eckstorm will begin to have doubts about your being such a
"nice girl".
July 31, 1945. Fannie H. Eckstorm to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron Avery:
Thank you for the topographical map of Patten. The contour lines of Quaggy Joe show just what
I wanted—that it is a socket type of hill, that is pointed, lone hill, very suitable for the abode of
lunxus, the Indian "devil".
I wonder whether you got a copy of the Laws of Maine, 1833, which I sent you as a gift July 19?
It was insured, and if it did not arrive, I will have it looked up. It was addressed to Hotel
Claridge. The bell boy may have stowed it away somewhere, if you were absent when it came.
Word today from Dr. Ralph S. (not Carl ) Palmer of Vassar, that he got your letter in spite of
misdirection and being off in the Maine woods, from which he comes out today.
July, 1945.

TRAIL REPORTS
Section 11
MONSON TO BLANCHARD

I. Paint.
Helon Taylor reported July, 1945, that it “needs repainting”.
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VI. Condition of Trail.
Helon Taylor wrote, July, 1945, that he had “cleared out the blow downs and cut a lot of bushes.
It is in fair shape”.
August 3, 1945. Earland S. Winter, Deer Farm Camps, Kingfield, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
You can now breathe a sigh of relief, the trail from Bigelow village to Spaulding lean-to is now
open to traffic. Have been a little bit ashamed to write to you before I could tell you something
definite. Could not tell l5 minutes ahead when I would get a chance to go over this section. Wed.
morning August 1, my wife asked me where I was going that day. Couldn’t think of a single
place in the line of duty where it was necessary to go. Told her I’d never dare face Mr. Avery
again if I didn’t spot that blowdown section before the work party came.
I filled my pack with two days supply of grub and struck for the summit of Sugarloaf. This
section is in fair shape, although quite a lot of brush has grown into the trail the only blind place
I found was thru the last of the cuttings above the lean-to where we had trouble when you were
here before. On this trip I carried a combination bush hook and Knife instead of an axe, so I
mowed out a good visible trail thru the raspberry bushes and brush. That is all the work I did on
that side of Sugarloaf as I knew it would take most of the time I had on the other side. Only two
or three trees blown across the trail. The last mile to the summit in the scrub poplar and birches
there are quite a lot of small willows in the trail.
The south slope trail of Sugarloaf is as good as the day it was built, but along the ridge from
there to Spaulding I found one ungodly mess.
I worked until 5 P.M. clearing raspberry bushes and scrub firs from the trail through the
Blowdowns until I came to the last big blowdown at the foot of Spaulding. I lost the trail entirely
here so I struck for the side of Spaulding where I picked up the trail again and followed through
to the leanto, then from there to our warden’s camp in Caribou Valley, supper at 8 P.M.
The next morning I left the Valley at the dam and hit the trail at the blue line on the top of
Spaulding. All of the trail over Spaulding is in excellent shape. There are a few small trees across
the trail but one man with an axe could clean them all out in an hour. From the leanto to the
Oberton crossing I do not know what shape the trail is in. If I can get the time I will try and put
in a day in that section.
Well, to get back to my pet horror, that blowdown. I finally connected with the place where I left
off the night before. I finished up about 4 o’clock and decided it was about time to hit for
Bigelow. There have been no large blowdown areas blown down since the trail was cut through
but a lot of old stubs and dry firs have fallen across the trail with an awful tangle of raspberry
bushes and second growth firs, however I have cut and spotted enough so that it is absolutely
safe for anyone to travel.
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Hoping this meets with your approval,
August 3, 1945. Myron Avery to David A. Sykes, President, University of Maine Outing
Club.
Dear Mr. Sykes:
Your letter of July 25th, making inquiry as to membership in the Appalachian Trail Conference
has been brought to my attention, as I am interested in the dual capacity of Chairman of the
Appalachian Trail Conference and Overseer of Trails of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
Under separate cover I am sending you some of the literature which explains fully the work of
the Appalachian Trail Conference. The issue of Appalachian Trailway News for May, 1944,
shows the allocation of sections of The Appalachian Trail for maintenance to the various
organizations.
Organization members in the Appalachian Trail Conference are either Class A, Clubs that
maintain sections of Trail, or Class B, Clubs that make a money contribution to the work of the
Appalachian Trail Conference. The Conference is always glad to know of and welcome to its
ranks suitable out-of-door organizations in either category.
To become a Class A member, the organization must, of course, apply for a definite assignment
of Trail for maintenance and have a thorough understanding of the Trail technique and problems
involved and be prepared to see that the maintenance work on such section is performed in
accordance with the standard practices of the Appalachian Trail Conference. If sufficient
assurance of this can be furnished, formal assignment of the Trail section is made.
A Class B membership is based upon a money contribution toward to the work. There is no fixed
sum for dues or fees; each member contributes what seems suitable, depending on size,
membership, etc. The usual contribution is about $15.00 a year.
Membership entitles the organization to votes at the Appalachian Trail Conferences, which are
held every other year, except that these meetings have been suspended for the duration of the war.
It also entitles the member organization to three or more copies of Appalachian Trailway News,
the quantity above three varying according to the miles of Trail maintained, and to certain other publications
and privileges. These material benefits are in addition to the opportunity thus afforded of aiding in the
continuation of a very much worthwhile recreation project and in the preservation of a wilderness walking
Trail.
You will be interested to know that for many years the Bates College Outing Club, under the able direction
of Prof. Will H. Sawyer, Jr., has maintained the forty-one miles of Trail in western Maine, between
Saddleback Mountain’ and the Andover-B Hill Road. They have done splendid work in this connection.
Prof. Sawyer is also a member of the Board of Directors of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
From the Andover-B Hill Road to Grafton Notch is maintained by the Maine Alpine Club. The
Appalachian Trail in Maine east of Saddleback Mountain is at present under the jurisdiction of the Maine
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Appalachian Trail Club. This organization would, however, be quite willing to relinquish a portion to an
organization such as the Maine Outing Club, if your group should feel disposed to apply for membership as
a Class A member and find itself in a position to undertake Trail Maintenance. A segment of Trail, between
the Kennebec River and Saddleback Mountain would be eminently suitable for a group such as yours.
It is encouraging indeed to hear than the Maine Outing Club has again become active. There is no doubt that
the including of a worth-while project, such as sponsoring The Appalachian Trail, will tend to stimulate the
interest of members. In addition, the performance of the actual Trail work is an extremely pleasurable form
of exercise.
Unless something unforeseen occurs, there will be a small party, chiefly from Washington, under the
sponsorship of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, working in The Appalachian Trail between Moxie Pond
and Mt. Bigelow, between August 24th and September 6th this year. I am enclosing a sheet from the
announcement which will show the itinerary. If you are seriously contemplating undertaking work on The
Appalachian Trail it would certainly be most advantageous if one or two of your members could join the
party for a day or two, in order to observe methods and standards followed in Trail work. I am expecting, at
present, to be with the party, for a portion of the time at least, and would welcome the opportunity to discuss
details with you.
I hope the above will give you the information you desired. If there is anything further on which you feel the
need of further details. let me know. In any case, I will be glad to hear further from you.
{Copy Sawyer}
August 11th, 1945. Myron Avery to Earland Winter, Kingfield, Maine
Dear Mr. Winter:
You were right. We certainly did breathe a sigh of relief. I knew that some day, if you had a
chance, you would do on the ridge what you did on Sugarloaf.
I think you put it mildly when you called the blowdowns a horror. That was a beautiful section
through the spruce and fir in the old days. I was over it after the CCC made the first clearing
after the hurricane but a lot of the stuff was coming down then and I knew how bad it was going
to be the next year. To make things worse, that big storm during the winter must have done a lot
of damage.
I rather imagine that the lumbered section above the lean-to on Sugarloaf would be bad again.
That brush in there is going to make trouble for a few years.
I am certainly glad that you found the opportunity to do this section. With what you have been
able to do and after your trip from the lean-to to Orbeton we can get this back into circulation.
Last year we were able to get eighteen people on the Trail in Eastern Maine and did a fine job
there. This year, due to the war situation and transportation difficulties, we are going to have a
party of less than half that number. Due to the changes in the war situation, I am not sure that I
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myself can get leave but I hope very much to be there. If so, we will get in touch with you from
West Carry Pond.
So you may know how the party plans to move, I am enclosing the schedule.
Since you said nothing about the Sugarloaf Lean-to, I presume the lumberman made good his
promise and reconstructed the original lean-to.
Since your trip marks the initial step in re-opening this closed off link, we will next [sic] word in
the next (January) issue of Appalachian Trailway News.
Some time ago I collected some material on Mt. Bigelow which was published in the
Appalachian Mountain Club Journal. We had some reprints sent. I assume you have the one
which was addressed to you but as you might want some additional copies for the camps, I have
had them sent.
Hoping I will see you in the mountain country the first week of September,
cc:

W. H. Sawyer, Jr. {With Winter letter}
Elizabeth Beal {With Winter letter}
Heard {With Winter letter}

August 11, 1945. Myron Avery to William Dore, Mountain View Camps, Monson, Maine.
Dear Mr. Dore:
It almost seems that something must be wrong this summer for I do not recall that we have had
any news from your section of the country. I don’t think we are in a position to say very much
for it seems the summer has slipped by without our getting a chance to write you.
There isn’t very much I can say except that the situation down here has been one of ever
increasing work. Just how the present developments will affect us is impossible to predict, except
that I do know the job is still a long ways from being over.
I did get one break this year in flying across to the other side in work that took me to London,
Bremen, Germany, and Paris. I was glad to have a chance to see Germany, even if it was after
the war, and to see at first hand what the Germans had brought on themselves. I did not see many
indications of difficulty and there were plenty of the next generation, well fed and hearty,
playing around the streets. However, this winter with the shortage of fuel and the cold, things are
really going to hit hard there. Food rationing in Germany seems to have held up pretty well so far.
Everyone had to work if he wanted to eat. Ten cents an hour seemed to be what everyone was
getting.
I wish that we were going to be in eastern Maine this year. However, we are going to try the last
week of August and first week of September to do some needed work between Moxie Pond and
Mt. Bigelow. We have only half the size of the party last year, which was eighteen. The
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transportation situation cuts down the number this year. We are hoping that next year, with peace,
we will be back in your country.
I hope you will let me know what has happened and whether there have been any developments
or lumbering near the Trail and in general what is going on.
With best regards to yourself and Mrs. Dore and until I have a chance to be at Long Pond again,
August 11, 1945. Myron Avery to Charles Berry, Yoke Pond Camps, Kokadjo, Maine.
Dear Mr. Berry:
It almost seems that something must be wrong this summer for I do not recall that we have had
any news from your section of the country. I don’t think we are in a position to say very much
for it seems the summer has slipped by without our getting a chance to write you.
There isn’t very much I can say except that the situation down here has been one of ever
increasing work. Just how the present developments will affect us is impossible to predict, except
that I do know the job is still a long ways from being over.
I did get one break this year in flying across to the other side in work that took me to London,
Bremen, Germany, and Paris. I was glad to have a chance to see Germany, even if it was after
the war, and to see at first hand what the Germans had brought on themselves. I did not see many
indications of difficulty and there were plenty of the next generation, well fed and hearty,
playing around the streets. However, this winter with the shortage of fuel and the cold, things are
really going to hit hard there. Food rationing in Germany seems to have held up pretty well so far.
Everyone had to work if he wanted to eat. Ten cents an hour seemed to be what everyone was
getting.
I wish that we were going to be in eastern Maine this year. However, we are going to try the last
week of August and first week of September to do some needed work between Moxie Pond and
Mt. Bigelow. We have only half the size of the party last year, which was eighteen. The
transportation situation cuts down the number this year. We are hoping that next year, with peace,
we will be back in your country.
I hope you will let me know what has happened and whether there has been any developments or
lumbering near the Trail and in general what is going on.
With best regards and until I have a chance to be at Yoke Ponds again,
August 11, 1945. Myron Avery to Fred Clifford, Rainbow Lake Camps, Kokadjo, Maine.
Dear Mr. Clifford:
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It almost seems that something must be wrong this summer for I do not recall that we have had
any news from your section of the country. I don’t think we are in a position to say very much
for it seems the summer has slipped by without our getting a chance to write you.
There isn’t very much I can say except that the situation down here has been one of ever
increasing work. Just how the present developments will affect us is impossible to predict, except
that I do know the job is still a long ways from being over.
I did get one break this year in flying across to the other side in work that took me to London,
Bremen, Germany, and Paris. I was glad to have a chance to see Germany, even if it was after
the war, and to see at first hand what the Germans had brought on themselves. I did not see many
indications of difficulty and there were plenty of the next generation, well fed and hearty,
playing around the streets. However, this winter with the shortage of fuel and the cold, things are
really going to hit hard there. Food rationing in Germany seems to have held up pretty well so far.
Everyone had to work if he wanted to eat. Ten cents an hour seemed to be what everyone was
getting.
I wish that we were going to be in eastern Maine this year. However, we are going to try the last
week of August and first week of September to do some needed work between Moxie Pond and
Mt. Bigelow. We have only half the size of the party last year, which was eighteen. The
transportation situation cuts down the number this year. We are hoping that next year, with peace,
we will be back in your country.
I hope you will let me know what has happened and whether there has been any developments or
lumbering near the Trail and in general what is going on.
Have you had any chance to find out anything about the country where we want to make our
relocation?
With best regards and until I have a chance to be at Rainbow Lake again,
August 11, 1945. Myron Avery to Dr. Ralph S. Palmer, Route 1, Box 1, Brunswick, Maine.
Dear Dr. Palmer:
Thank you for your letter of August 5, written from Brunswick.
I even appreciate the gentleness of your chiding as to bad memory of past correspondence. All
that I can say by way of explanation is that apart from business correspondence there is a
tremendous volume of material which comes to me in connection with The Appalachian Trail,
Maine and Katahdin. Unless we associate the inquiry with something specific it is apt to make no
more than a passing impression.
My purpose in writing you was to make sure that any material which we may have will come to
your attention in connection with our common interests in Maine.
I am checking the situation with respect to the material sent by the Appalachian Trail Conference.
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Do remember me to Mrs. Ekstorm. And I trust you will keep me advised of any items you may
publish on Maine.
P.S. Since you refer to your correspondence with Mr. Taber on Katahdin items, I have sent you a
copy of my letter to Mr. Taber in reply to his letter to me.
{Copy Katahdin}
August 11, 1945. Myron Avery to H. L. Robinson, Mystic S.S. Div., Boston, Mass.
Dear Mr. Robinson:
My first letter to you was written prior to the receipt of the 1945 Issue of The Whitefieldian.
When I saw the issue in your office I was somewhat struck by the extent of such a publication as
an alumni periodical of a high school organization. My impressions were all the more confirmed
by this issue. I had an opportunity to read it very carefully on the train on my return from New
York. I am amused at the extent of the research and material on your Mt. Washington item.
Appalachia, to which you refer frequently, has of course had considerable material contributed
by Mr. Burt. Since I have never met him, I am much interested in the personal characterization
found in your article.
Of more interest to me is to learn that E. S. Coe owned the summit of Mt. Washington. Pingree
and Coe were noted figures in Maine lumbering. I had written an article on the Telos Cut, where
the family was very much involved. The Coe family gave Bowdoin College its infirmary. There
is a Mt. Coe near Katahdin.
While it may be something of an imposition on you, I should like to suggest that you would wish
to deposit a copy with the Appalachian Mountain Club, through the medium of the editor, Miss
Marjorie Hurd, 4 Mercer Circle, Cambridge, Mass. I think she should know how your article
supplements Mr. Burt's items, which she has used. If you do not feel warranted in sending the
item directly to her I should be delighted to be the medium of bringing the article to her attention.
The editor of our Trail Conference publication would, I know, welcome the opportunity of
having a copy so that she could note the appearance of this unusual item in Appalachian
Trailway News.
As an indication of my interest in Katahdin, of which Mt. Coe is a neighbor, I am inflicting on
you a copy of my recent article on the subject.
August 14, 1945. Frank E. Wing, Director, New England Medical Center, Boston, Mass., to
Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
With further reference to our correspondence relative to Beaver Dam flowage near Logan Brook
in the Kokadjo region, I have the following additional report:
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On Wednesday, July 18, with a party of two others I went over the trail from Chadwick’s
outlying camps to the ford below the dam on the East Branch of the Pleasant River. We found
the Beaver Ponds and Beaver House completely deserted, although the dam itself remains
untouched, covering quite a large area. Not much difficulty was encountered in getting around
the flowage, however, by following blazes which I made last year. Going east, I cut a rough
opening for about a hundred yards leading down to the dam on the left and for about fifty yards
more close to the water’s edge. Thus we joined the existing trail as it comes in from the east. I
think persons going through would have little difficulty, although a clear detour has not as yet
been cut through.
I should call attention here to the fact that the published map No. 5, contained in the Appalachian
Trail Guide Book, shows the trail on the north (left) side of a little stream approaching the
crossing at Logan Brook from the west. Actually the trail is along the south (right) side of the
brook at this point until it leads up over the higher ground where Logan Brook comes in.
The crossing at Logan Brook is pretty tough as the bridge is completely down. Beyond, along the
brook for a few hundred yards the trail is swampy and very much grown up to alders. It is
generally good on the ridges but obscure and wet in lowlands. The trail is rather difficult at the
old Beaver flowage before reaching Joe Guy's old lumber camp, and also in the lowlands just
beyond. However, a person with experience should have little difficulty in going over the trail
between the East Branch dam and Chadwick’s outlying camps, with the exceptions above noted.
I should like to be put on the list to receive the issues of "Trailway News". Those you sent me for
1944 were exceedingly interesting. If there is a fee attached, kindly let me know.
August 14,1945. Fannie H. Eckstorm, 173 Wilson Street, Brewer, Maine, to Myron Avery.
My dear Myron Avery:
Yours of the 11th is just received and I will have my old-book man check up the copies he has of
the Bangor Historical Magazine so that when you go to Lubec you may know what vacancies he
can fill. I think there is little danger of his disposing of them for some time, for he is not in
business, but has a library with duplicates and is a very good friend of mine.
I think I have not acknowledged your previous letter of July 31. You speak of Miss Stephenson
having written me, but I have received nothing from her. I should be very glad of the list of
names of those who might like the John Neptune book because, the number of copies being
limited to 600, it is important, that those who would really like a real Maine book should have
the preference before those who merely see it on a dealer's counter. Though there will be little of
that, since this is a subscription book. Possibly a list has been sent directly to the publishers, The
Southworth Press, in Portland, but they have not reported it to me. {You will save to anyone
interested upon release.}
You spoke of Miss Stephenson wishing to quote from my letter to you. I do not recall what I
wrote, for being a private letter I took no carbon, and as in speaking with you I am never on
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guard. I hesitate to grant permission without knowing exactly what I did write. So I must
withhold it pending. {I thought you had released this.}
Should you ever come across stray copies of The Northern for the first two volumes, April 1921April 1923, there are numbers I should like to buy to complete files, one for myself and one for
the Bangor Public Library. My file for the last eight years is complete, but Mr. Hempstead the
former editor writes me that he has no extra copies of the periodical.
I am trying now to complete a file of The Maine Naturalist, which is another good thing not too
easy to get, though I believe Huston has odd numbers. I have not yet tried him.
The outlook for scallops is poor at present. I have not been able to buy one in a year—everything
goes to the big cities by plane and we can't get even lobsters and clams. Last winter the Bangor
House paid $500 for 500 pounds of live lobsters direct to the fishermen! And they didn't lose any
money on it, if reports were true of those who later ordered lobster salad there! So bring your
own scallops!
Did I tell you that my book will not be on sale until October. We decided that September, with
its shifting of population and divided interests, is not a good time for reading. We had hoped to
be ready in July, but were out of luck. However, I have hung to the 100% rag paper, even though
it costs me more than $200 more on this small edition. This is not being printed as a war-time
book—and certainly not with any idea of profit. If I get the hat back, it will be as much as I can
hope for.
I shall be glad to see you when you are passing this way again.
August 16, 1945. Myron Avery to Prof. Leland M. Goodrich, Foundation for World Peace,
Mt. Vernon Street, Boston, Mass.
Dear Chauncey:
This summer seems to have moved along faster than ever. I had intended to make absolutely sure
that for once in your life you found yourself over the railroad tracks and learning what it meant
to toil. I have heard rumors that in your youthful days you could turn out honest work but a
quarter of a century does strange things.
When we came into York’s last year there was a lot of clearing that should have been done
between the Penobscot West Branch and the Toll Dam. However, I told our party that I was
leaving that to the mighty arm and strong back of my friend Professor Goodrich with degrees
real and imaginable. In fact, after my build-up you were known as “Paul Bunyan, Jr.”
I had intended to write this letter earlier to make sure that you did not cross me up again and do
nothing as you have done for the past twenty years at York’s, to your eternal discredit. I was sent
to England and Germany on short notice and this is why you have eluded me. Knowing your
habits, I suppose your vacation is over. The least you can do in the way of penance is to write me
and tell me what has happened in that area.
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I am wondering if the beavers are still in at Katahdin Stream, on the Trail. We cut back from
Grassy Pond to Daicey Pond so that the effect should be a tunnel. I would like to have done more
work through there for I think that in a couple of years a clear wide trail and arching over trees
will produce a beautiful effect.
As for all of that stuff on the Trail around the shore of the Pond, that again I left for my friend.
By way of diversion, I did some re-working of an earlier article on Katahdin and also put
together some material on Mt. Bigelow. I am sending you reprints.
If by some misfortune you have the ill lot of the rest of us and are denied the privilege of seeing
Katahdin and Goodrich, Junior, is working at Yorks as you indicated, tell him that it is up to him
to work out his father’s sins.
I will see you in Boston one of these days, unless you are moving back to Providence.
August 17, 1945. Myron Avery to Frank E. Wing, Director, New England Medical Center,
Boston, Mass
Dear Mr. Wing:
I am very appreciative of your courtesy in writing me at length of conditions in the Logan Brook
area.
I have had no other word from this region and except for your thoughtfulness we would be in
considerable doubt as to conditions this year.
I am afraid that I shall have to plead the extreme pressure of activities as the reason for my
failure to send you the 1945 Supplement to the Maine Guide which incorporated the information
you furnished, as well as the issue of Appalachian Trailway News which carried the material in
detail. At this late date I am remedying the matter.
It is a long story but the connection between Yoke and West Branch Ponds gave us more trouble
than any single portion of the route in Maine. The old trails were obliterated and the difficulties
in that "bowl" are understated in the Guidebook. I was never too clear on those branches of
Logan Brook. In fact, even with Charlie Berry, we roamed around there, i.e., semi lost, all one
afternoon ten years ago.
I am afraid that it will be next year before we see this section. If the war situation does not
prevent we will have a small work party next week between Moxie Pond and Mt. Bigelow.
We shall make the correction in Map No. 5 and we are much indebted to you for your labor to
establish a route which will permit travelers getting through.
I wish we could do something to really eliminate the problems which are always recurring in this
region.
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I am having sent to you the 1945 issues of Appalachian Trailway News, together with our
publication, Suggestions to Appalachian Trail Users. The subscription information is shown in
the circular enclosed herewith.
If you are in this region on the Trail at any time I hope you will continue to pass on to us the
benefit of your observations. We shall soon have things back under control again.
{Copy Heard}
August 19, 1945. W. H. Sawyer, Jr., Bates College, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
I am in receipt of your letter and copies of your letters to David. I deeply appreciate your
thoughtfulness and efforts to help him.
The day your letter of July 14th reached me I tried to phone David at his hotel in New York and
found he had just shipped out. I wrote to him in care of the Maritime Union and again at
Galveston, when he wrote from there, and judge he must have received one of the letters since he
wrote to you. I have not heard from him since, and have only San Francisco, F.P.O. for an
address. I shouldn’t doubt if he is back for two months and I do not know what he plans to do.
The cessation of gas rationing has turned my thoughts to the A.T. and all that needs to be done
on the Bates section, but there is no man power available here now, and as college does not begin
until Nov. 1st, I see little chance to do anything before next spring. By that time we should have
enough boys in college who are interested in out-of-doors to get something done. There are about
20 freshmen around here this summer, but they are all of a type that would be more a liability
than a help in trail work, even if they had time.
Betty and I are well. Connie is working at the Harvard Observatory this summer. I have been
very busy for the past month, doing research work for the paper companies on the Andros. River
odors which have been so obnoxious for the past few years.
The war’s end seemed sudden and hardly seems possible; I think we do not fully realize yet what
it means.
Will you be able to get to Maine at all this summer, now that the war is over and transportation
has eased? I hope so, and that we may see you.
August 20, 1945. Herbert Robinson, President, Alumni Association of Whitefield High
School, Whitefield, N.H., 250 Stuart Street, Boston, Mass. to Myron Avery.
Dear Commander Avery:

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1945 – Compiled by David Field – Page

125

Thanks for your letter of August 11, which has just reached me today. Your comments are very
much appreciated.
Complying with your suggestion, I am sending a copy of The Whitefieldian to Miss Marjory
Hurd, 4 Mercer Circle, Cambridge, Massachusetts, with a letter, copy of which I am enclosing. If
you wish to write her and suggest the publication of the Mount Washington article in Appalachia,
I would be delighted to have you do so.
The article required a lot of research and I am sure it would interest the members of the
Appalachian Mountain Club who read Appalachia.
August 20, 1946. Herbert Robinson to Marjory Hurd, 4 Mercer Circle, Cambridge, Mass.
Dear Miss Hurd:
At the suggestion of Commander Myron H. Avery, Washington, I am sending under separate
cover a copy of the Whitefieldian for 1945 which has an article I wrote about Mount Washington.
This article might be of interest to the members of the Appalachian Mountain Club, with which I
became affiliated this year. Some of the facts in the article I am sure have never been published
before and should be of interest to the club members.
If the suggestion meets with your approval, I shall be glad to outline a paragraph or two that will
fittingly introduce it to readers of Appalachia.
August 21, 1946. Myron Avery to Joseph L. Rohr, The Forks, Maine.
Dear Mr. Rohr:
In the uncertainty of our plans I am afraid we have not kept you too well informed of what our
arrangements were for 1945.
We have, due to the war and transportation conditions a much smaller party than usual, only ten.
Further, I have just learned today that the situation is such that I will be able to make the trip.
Perhaps you have heard the details from others, but in view of your hospitality on our last trip,
you may have thought it strange we have not kept you better posted.
I am enclosing one of our notices, which sets forth our plans.
I shall count on seeing you the last of the week.
Dictated by Commander Avery hut transcribed and to avoid delay mailed during his absence.
August 22, 1945. Charles Berry, Yoke Pond Camps, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
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Not much to write about. No work done on the trail this summer. Onely what the lumbermen has
done. Mr. Ladd came in about a week ago and plans to open camp down Cooper Brook handy to
Church Pond and has cleared the road out far as he went and took hoarses in there was some
blowdowns or windfalls across the road they chopped them out.
The paint is at Kokadjo probly will be in here Sat. 25th. Every body seems to be working in
factorys hard to get stuff to eat no eggs no meat no lard.
August 23, 1945. Myron Avery to Marjorie Hurd, 4 Mercer Circle, Cambridge, Mass.
Dear Miss Hurd:
Miss Stephenson seems to have been acting, with quite some success, as literary agent for my
material which I have had an opportunity to assemble in the past two years. She really is a sort of
clearing house, with material reaching her from many sources which she utilizes in Appalachian
Trailway News, P.A.T.C. Bulletin, or passes on to other publications such as Appalachia or those
on specialized subjects. By reason of the rather strong convictions which experience has
moulded in some of these matters, I think she has been a useful intermediary. {See my letter of
corrections.}
Perhaps I should have turned this item over to her. However, I feel under some obligation to Mr.
Herbert L. Robinson, President, Alumni Association of Whitefield High School, and insurance
manager of your Mystic Steamship Co. Mr. Robinson and I have opposing interests in business
but common interest in research in historical matters. He sent me a copy of the 1945
Whitefieldian. I was struck by what I thought to be original material. As a matter of fact, the Coe
and Pingree aspect of his article ties in with my Telos Cut article and that may have been the
reason why I was impressed by the association of those pioneering Maine lumbermen on Mt.
Washington. You know we have a Mt. Coe in the Katahdin area and a Coe Infirmary at Bowdoin
College. If you have ventured into Ben Ames Williams’ "The Strange Woman", as to which Mrs.
Eckstom gave me an interesting local background, you would have been interested to note the
appearance of these men in the volume.
What I am writing is a word of explanation as to why I suggested to Mr. Robinson that he
forward you the material. I am not sufficiently qualified to indicate the extent to which it is
original and how, if it were re-worked, it would suit your purpose, but it did seem that it should
be preserved and that readers of Appalachia would be interested to read it.
We have from time to time diverted articles to Appalachia such as Dr. Rogers’ lumbering classic,
and my suggestion to Mr. Robinson was merely an effort to place more material at the disposal
of the editor.
{Copy Katahdin}
August 25, 1945. F. H. Schoppe, Millinocket, Maine, to Jean Stephenson.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1945 – Compiled by David Field – Page

127

Dear Madam,
In reply to yours off the 21st., in connection with trail etc., in vicinity of Nahmakanta Lake. I
personally haven’t been over all of trail from foot of lake around to my camps, although sections
I have covered is in fairly good condition with the exception of a few trees that have blown
across trail, some of these were removed and possibly others may be this year. So far the beaver
haven't done any additional damage to trail in Prentiss Valley section as at present they are
working up stream, however, season is early to predict their plans during coming fall. Camps are
still in process of being renovated. Camps are open to a limited amount of business. Mr. and Mrs.
Boynton are not with us this year. We have a team on road between Mahar Landing and foot of
Nahmakanta when needed.
Grass on at least three miles of road towards Rainbow has been trimmed by our horses, which
has been approved by those walking over trail during wet weather. There have been a few go by
camp following trail, so far we have counted five. We hope that in the near future more active
members will be interested in the Katahdin region.
August 28, 1945. Robert B. Sosman, The Research Laboratory, United States Steel
Corporation, Lincoln Highway, Kearny, New Jersey, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
“Maine’s second mountain”. Both instructive and entertaining. Give us something similar on
Maine’s 3rd, 4th,…nth.
This revived pleasant memories of one of my A.T. tramps with son Edward, now with the A.T.C.
[American Tank Corps?] in Africa.
August 30, 1945. W. H. Dore, Mountain View Camps, Monson, Maine, to Myron Avery.
[Hand-written]
Dear Sir:
There hasn’t been any woods work or pulp cutting on the Trail since you were here, but now the
war is over I expect the Seaboard will be back to these camps next year or as soon as manpower
is available. I am in hopes to get help next year as it has been hard to carry on the last two years,
somehow I have managed to take care of my guests. I have eleven next week. I have the pencil
and when I need a few days rest I take it. Mrs. Dore is not able to go to camp, Doubt if she gets
in again. The Drs. say no to her. The Seaboard Co. has a new woods manager to take Mr.
Whitney’s place. His name is Brown. Seems to be a nice fellow.
[September 2, 1945. VJ Day—end of WWII in the Pacific.]
September 2, 1945. Fred Clifford, Clifford’s Rainbow Lake Camps, Kokadjo, Maine, to
Myron Avery. [Hand-written] [This is the last letter from Fred, as he drowned in Rainbow Lake
later in the fall.]
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Friend Myron:
Glad to hear from you again as you say the summer is going. We will look for a frost and Fall by
the next full moon. It’s Labor Day tomorrow and the Maine fairs are well underway. Have had
quite a good summer. O.K. up to the Fourth of July and kind of drogie until they loosened up on
the gas. Since then we have had to turn them away. We were full last week and turned two
people away mostly on acct. of help. I couldn’t get a Girl or Woman to help Mrs. McDougal and
Edna but one of the Guides are helping them now. Have Dr. Curry and party 4 in all come in
tomorrow. We have some of our best partys in Sept. 2 and 3 weeks partys. But the fishing is not
very good just now.
Had pretty good luck getting supplys. Plenty of meat and butter. Used imitation butter a few days
twice. I went to Milo last night after two P.M. and got a load of meat cheese green corn. I call at
every meat store from here down. The Milo man most always has plenty native. So you can see
with plenty of sports fishing a little we live fine. One of the fellows just brought in 4 trout, said it
would make a dinner tomorrow with the fish they got today. I should knock over a bear or two. I
have seen 7 myself in two weeks. A fisherman saw one on the Dead Water day before yesterday
sitting on a log washing his face. He got up pretty close as the wind was right, and after that he
lost his wallet with his license for car and more or less papers and about $100 in bills. Didn’t
miss it until he was half way home or camp. He thinks it will float ashore but it would be hard
finding it ashore if it did go there.
Well you don’t think your friends will get time to follow the trail. I haven’t seen any yet. There
must have been a few in the Spring if any.
You spoke about the extension of the trail across the hill at the head of the Lake. The fellow I
took with me last year will try and get up there again and do some spotting on the front side of
the hill this time. It will be a long rough trail which ever way we go. It’s thick as hair on a dog’s
back.
You had a box of paint come in the other day. It’s in our shed O.K. when you can use it.
I expect I can open up the upper camp next summer. I hope so. I want to put a good road in to
camp. The old was getting orful rough and washed out. Will kill my fat bull tomorrow a nice 1 ½
year. I have been gaining him and he will be the first meat for the summer half way between
Beef and Veal. Expect to can some the pork. We have 50 nice hens I got 2 doz eggs today have
got 3 doz at this past. Have a dandy Garden planted the 1st of June but coming O.K. Peas, beans,
etc. Greens and turnip 4 or 5” through we also have 2 cows and have made a little butter along it
all helps out a living. Now don’t work too hard. There will be a lot to straighten out in your line
all right as well as others. Will look for you some next year.
If I go up over this new trail will let you know about it. Everybody in bed or running the radio in
their own cabin, so I will close.
September 10, 1945. Myron Avery to Vernon Rackliff, Bingham, Maine.
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Dear Mr. Rackliff:
This year was something like our trip in 1942 except we just got to Bigelow from Moxie Bald
instead of working on it. We wound up with four days at West Carry Pond, but we will have to
come back to finish between East Carry Pond and Bigelow Village.
As you probably know, Mr. Harold Viles is caretaker at the Ledge House. I asked Mt. Storey to
try and locate the tools which we had left there. There was a weeder and a pair of pruning shears.
In addition, there was the pair of pruning shears which we had given you personally and which
we are not counting.
Mr. Viles could not seem to locate anything and I thought you might recall where the weeder and
shears had been put so that we could find them and put them with the rest of our supplies for use
another year.
Now that the war is over and transportation is coming back, is there any possibility of your going
back to the Ledge House? We will need it as a base for our next trip and hope that it will be
again open.
Copy to E.E. Storey
September 11, 1945. Myron Avery to George C. Martin, Chief Firewarden, Caratunk,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Martin:
I sort of expected that I might see you on our Maine Appalachian Trail Club work trip, which
was in your territory. Since we covered the trail route here, as I failed to see you, I thought I had
better write to tell you what we had been able to accomplish.
We came to Caratunk and then went to Moxie Pond and worked west to West Carry Pond Camps.
Our party, due to the war situation and the previous transportation situation, was small. I did not
know until twenty-four hours before the trip that I definitely could go. However, we were able
not only to re-paint and re-sign but to re-clear thoroughly the Trail from the lean-to on the east
side of Moxie Bald to within a mile of East Carry Pond Camps.
We found a great deal of work was required between Pierce Pond and East Carry Pond due to the
growth of hardwood, particularly beech sprouts. This is a section where we can get no
maintenance except our own work parties and the war had made for a four-year interval. Some
sections were really tough.
On Pleasant Pond Mountain we took out a lot of logs on your telephone wire. On the east side
where we mowed the trail there are three big down logs which make for a tight grounded wire in
wet weather. The proprietor of Troutdale Camps was to tell you about this.
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There is one real hazard on the east side of Moxie Bald. I do not know whether this comes in
your territory or not. Since, I think, I was last there the telephone line was extended from near
Bald Mountain Pond to the firetower. I understand this is not in use but it is a real hazard. The
insulators were not put up very high and the wire crosses and recrosses the Trail numerous times
just high enough to catch one in the face or the neck. I fully appreciate the need for the line and
that it was most convenient to string it along The Appalachian Trail. However, if it is no longer
to be used, it seems to me as if something should be done to eliminate the danger which it
presents through its present condition on a route where travel is expected.
I am sure that this is something which the Forest Service would want brought to its attention and
I enclose an extra copy of this letter which you can forward to the Chief Firewarden if it is
somebody else's territory.
We had rain every day but one.
We still have trouble with fishermen at the East Carry Pond Lean-to. This time they have ripped
out half of the poles which form the bunk, to use for firewood.
I would appreciate you letting me know of anything which can be done to remedy the situation
on the east side of Moxie Bald Mountain.
September 11, 1945. Myron Avery to Warren Emery, East Carry Pond Camps, Bingham,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Emery:
In keeping with my promise, I am having sent to you four U. S. Geological Survey maps which
cover the country in Western Maine. There may be a little delay on the Old Speck sheet.
We are concerned over our inability to clear the trail around East Carry Pond, particularly over
the down logs. We may not get back for a couple of years and I am wondering if you or anyone
else around there would be interested in putting in a couple of days work in sawing them out.
Someone may be coming in who would have time and would be willing to take the job of
clearing the logs on The Appalachian Trail between the lean-to and the trail to the landing on the
west side of the lake. I would think there would be a couple of days work involved and at $5.00 a
day this would amount to $10.00.
If you are interested in the job we would send you the Club’s check as soon as you let us know
the work had been finished.
We have some work on the Trail and we certainly would like to get finished up what we did not
get done at East Carry Pond.
For convenience in writing me, I enclose an addressed envelope.
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September 11, 1945. Myron Avery to Viles Wing, Eustis, Maine.
Dear Mr. Wing:
I had to leave for Washington immediately after coming off Mt. Bigelow and I did not have a
chance to reach you to thank you for your courtesies to our Trail clearing party. Without your
help we could not have had the trip to Bigelow.
Our plans worked out very well and it was a very enjoyable experience for all of the party.
We have written the Forest Service outlining what we were able to accomplish in Trail clearing
from Moxie Bald Lean-to to East Carry Pond. On Bigelow we renewed all of the board signs
except on Little Bigelow. I did not renew signs at the Ledge House for reasons of which you are
aware, thinking it better to let that matter rest until another year. We installed a bronze register
cylinder on the lean-to at Horns Pond. Incidentally, we found these lean-tos in very good shape.
Three years ago we cleaned out and burned the accumulation of boughs and porcupine refuse.
One was still clean. We put the dead boughs from the other in the fireplace and cleaned up and
cut the bushes, etc., around the lean-tos, including the path to the lake and to the latrine. The
fireplaces are in good order and both structures are now in perfect condition. I mention this
because the firewarden said you were going to send him over there to clean up the lean-tos.
There is now nothing which needs to be done there.
That lean-to at Bigelow Col is certainly in very bad shape and it is unfortunate that it could not
be replaced. It is so near the watchman’s camp that it might be very easily rebuilt.
Blackwell will probably tell you what I told him as to the Trail condition. What has happened in
the way of growth in the last three years is a most discouraging picture. I saw the route from
Safford Brook (5 m.) to the Stratton Brook Flowage (14 m.). In the lumbered sections the growth
of raspberries and other bushes is extremely dense, and hides the marking. The firewarden had
mowed the Parsons Trail and had done a beautiful job, the party said. From what he said, I doubt
if he intends of his own accord to do anything on The Appalachian Trail from the firetower
toward the Red [Round?] Barn, although this is deplorably overgrown.
In the black woods from the tower to Horns Pond, except for three small tangles of blowdowns, a
day’s work would completely clear the section of down logs.
The worst part of the story is the old tote-road from Horns Pond to Stratton Brook Flowage. I
never saw an old road grow shut the way that has in the past three years. Bushes in the road, on
the side and everywhere. The hazel bushes are bad. It would be a major operation to re-clear that
road. To make it worse, the road is badly gullied and washed. If I were locating the trail again I
think I would keep clear of all such roads, although they offer the temptation of an easy route.
I have been turning over in my mind if there is any possible relocation from Horns Pond. Since it
is all lumbered and hardwood, I am afraid that we would have the same difficulty, plus a lot of
rough footway. If there were any way of connecting with Bigelow Village I would be tempted to
turn some of the Bigelow Range Trail into The Appalachian Trail. I don’t know whether it would
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be feasible to try to come down from Cranberry Peak Pond by Jones Pond and then to Stratton
Brook Flowage. The map shows an old road but no way around Jones Pond. Do you happen to
know anything about the terrain in there?
If you have any ideas as to a relocation which would eliminate that tote-road we would be
mighty glad to have them.
This brings me to the final point, that is, manpower situation. Is there any way which could be
worked out whereby funds from the Maine Appalachian Trail Club could be added to Forest
Service monies and used to maintain these trails on Bigelow? While they are not Forest Service
trails, they tie in with the system on the mountain and I think the Service would like to see them
in good condition for possible use in fires. The availability of this extra money would lengthen
the employment of your men who are only on a summer basis. If they thought they were doing
the work for the Forest Service and under the watchful eye of the Chief Fire warden, the results
would be much more satisfactory than if individuals tried to hire the work done. It is too late to
do anything this season but with the revival of interest I certainly would like to get these things
cleared up in June. If this idea is feasible at all we could undertake to contribute $100 a year for
Trail work, which would cover all the white and blue trails on Bigelow.
I would appreciate very much your letting me know whether anything can be worked out on this
basis, so we can plan accordingly. At the present time I just haven’t any idea whatever as to how
to cope with The Appalachian Trail on Bigelow that the Forest Service doesn’t handle.
Little Bigelow should have been worse than the rest of the Trail, since the two miles from the
Ledge House are in a bad hurricane and lumbered section. The firewarden said that last year
some of this was cut out to reach a fire but the section from the black growth to beyond Safford
brook must be awfully bad.
If there had been no lumbering on Bigelow, what a trail system we would have had.
We were told that Mrs. Wing was on Snow Mountain for a while this summer. She must have
had quite an experience.
Copy to O. O. Heard.
Apart from his policy of passing on to you all of his information on trail conditions, Myron
thought these letters would be of interest to you by reason of the 1942 trip.
Jean
September 12, 1945. Myron Avery to Raymond Rendall, Forest Commissioner, Augusta,
Maine.
Dear Ray:
It has been our practice each year to report to you the results of our Maine Appalachian Trail
Club work trip, particularly where it covered your lookout station areas.
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This year we covered a smaller area which included Moxie Bald, Pleasant Pond and Bigelow.
I am enclosing a copy of a letter which I have written to your Chief Firewarden Martin, which
tells of the details. I hope he will be disposed to do something which will eliminate the
"guillotine” on Moxie Bald.
Incidentally, as a reward for the trip we climbed Bigelow and the party spent the night at
Bigelow Col.
The section that we covered was in very bad shape and shows what three years growth can do in
Maine to a perfectly open trail.
The highlight of our trip was two days on Bigelow. This was a pleasure excursion and not work.
We had intended to camp out at the Horns Pond Lean-tos but as the fire ban was still on we had a
fireless camp at Bigelow Col and heated our K-rations on the firewarden’s stove.
The availibility of these rations is going to greatly help one day hiking and camping trips.
Chief firewarden Viles Wing was of very considerable help to us in this trip. In fact, except for
his truck we could not have made it at all.
I was very much discouraged to see how the trails on Mt. Bigelow had grown up. (It certainly
was a very unfortunate time to have the Bigelow article appear if it attracts too much attention,
for those who go there will have a terrific struggle with the Trail.) Manpower has been the
problem here. We have some money in the treasury of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club. I was
wondering if there was any way it could be turned over to supplement Forest Service funds and
be used in cutting out trails on the mountain that the Service would want to keep open if it had
the time and the funds. It would also lengthen the season of employment of the men who are
hired on a temporary basis.
Copies to Helon N, Taylor, 0.0. Heard
September 12, 1945. Myron Avery to Earland Winter, Kingfield, Maine.
Dear Mr. Winter:
As you may have guessed in not hearing from me, our time and luck ran out.
Rain every day as well as the bad condition of the trail delayed us so that we were far behind
schedule. As a reward for the work we were able to give our people one night on Mt. Bigelow,
staying at Bigelow Col. I had to return to Washington immediately on coming off the mountain.
We will have to come back next year to finish the work and take advantage of what you have
done in opening up the Sugarloaf-Spaulding section.
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I am sorry that things did not work out as we had planned, so that we would have had the
advantage of what you had done to get up on the ridge.
September 12,1945. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor.
Dear Helon:
I am sending you copies of letters to the Forest Commissioner and to Viles Wing, which will tell
you how we made out on our summer trip. Three years lay-off raised a lot of trouble but it isn’t
so bad except on Bigelow. I hope sometime you can see that tote-road. We ought to get rid of it
if possible.
Since you know the mountain so well, I thought I would send you the whole story and ask if you
had any ideas as to what we could do.
I hope all is going well with the new job. It seemed odd to be at Bigelow without you being there.
{Copy Heard}
September 12, 1945. Howard Goff, Chairman, A.M.C. Guide Book Committee, to Myron
Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
Now that vacation has become merely something which I remember as having had a good time
on, I am attempting to catch up on some correspondence that has been on my desk for a
considerable length of time. I intended to reply to your letter of July 5 at a much earlier date, but
we have been rather busy as well as short handed so I put off writing until spare time was at less
a premium.
I have read again your letter of last October 19 and it is evident that I drew the wrong conclusion
both from its contents and your visit here which you made along about that time. I must have
been under the impression that what you wished to get across to me was the idea of there being
no advantage for the A.M.C. to continue publishing a guide to the Katahdin region where your
Guide to The Appalachian Trail in Maine seemed adequate coverage for that territory.
Your suggestion that the A.M.C. refrain from issuing further competing volumes must have been
in the nature of a delayed action shock which took effect only when your follow-up letter really
went to work on me. I understand now why you "noted with considerable interest" the brief item
in the June- July Bulletin regarding the preparation of a new Katahdin Guide.
If you will look back a few years you should recall that the A.M.C. was the first on the scene,
and as early as 1917 we had a chapter on Katahdin in the White Mountain Guide. That being the
case, it seems as though the A.T. Maine Guide is the competing publication, and I am under the
impression that the first two editions of your Guide advised its readers to procure an A.M.C.
Guide and map for details of that region.
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I am going to refrain from further rebuttal relating to several other points mentioned in your last
letter because our Katahdin Guide will be off the press this week and I would much prefer to
send you a complimentary and perhaps autographed copy in appreciation for past favors which
you have extended to me.
And speaking of favors, the stage seems to be in process of being set for a new A.M.C. Guide
next year, and I am counting on you again to edit the section entitled "New England Trail
Conference." The revision of this Guide will necessitate a tremendous amount of time and
painstaking work and if you will assume the responsibility of revising the pages devoted to the
Conference and the Appalachian Trail, I will send the sheets along at a later date when it has
been decided to publish a new edition.
I notice your July letter is not signed off with your rank as Commander, U.S.N.R. Does that
indicate your tailor received orders to deliver a more normal if not as smartly attractive covering
for the young man to wear?
September 13, 1945. Vernon Rackliff, Bingham, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
I received your letter of Sept. 10th, and I am writing to let you know just where I put your tools. I
put them in the packing box that they were shipped to the Ledge House in, and put the box in the
barn at the Ledge House, and I put the box beside an electric motor that was in the barn.
Now that the war is over, we are thinking of having some camps, but we don’t know just where
they will be, we haven’t been back to the Ledge House since we left there, we don’t know what
condition the camps would be. But I know we would both enjoy being back there again.
September 14, 1945. Myron Avery to Prof. Ralph S. Palmer, Dept. of Zoology, Vassar
College, Poughkeepsie, N.Y.
Dear Professor Palmer:
I do not believe that I have acknowledged your letter of August 3rd. I appreciate what you have
written.
Since we have had some discussion of caribou, I am quoting from a letter of Dr. Lore A.
Rogers of August 29, 1945. Dr. Rogers spends his summers in Patten. You would know of him
from my Katahdin articles and that he is a scientist of national reputation and that his
observations would be characterized by that quality.
“I have made one observation which may be of some interest. On a fishing trip down Ragged
Brook, which heads near Shin Pond and runs into the Sebois, I saw droppings which I felt quite
sure were caribou. Scribner says that some one who is old enough to know caribou well reported
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last winter what he was sure were caribou tracks, near Hay Brook, I think it was. Caleb went to
see them but they were too old to be certain. However, they were feeding off dead trees on a bog.”
Sept. 14, 1945. Myron Avery to Dr. Lore A. Rogers, Patten, Maine.
Dear Dr. Rogers:
We had a work party on The Appalachian Trail in Maine between Moxie Bald and Mt. Bigelow
after my return from Europe. This has delayed my replying to your letter of the 29th.
I am glad indeed to know you have gone to the Fowler Ponds and have checked the distances on
the road. These will he most helpful.
The Geological Survey has not done anything other than the Katahdin Quadrangle. The tracing
which you have was made from Harold Dyer’s map which in turn was based on our larger
Katahdin Region map. Close inspection will show many errors, so feel entirely free to correct
what seems wrong to you.
What you have to say as to the caribou seems almost incredible. There is a Professor Palmer at
Vassar who is something of a protege of Mrs. Eckstorm’s who has been studying Maine
mammals for many years. With your permission I would like to quote to him what you have said.
Please let me know when you return so that we may drop out to hear what has happened during
the summer,
I am holding the map for your correction and Scribner's. I am particularly concerned about the
exact location of the road and trail to South Branch Ponds and I imagine that with the relaxed
travel restrictions you will take that trip.
Dictated by commander Avery but transcribed and to avoid delay mailed in his absence.
Sept. 14, 1945. Jean Stephenson to F. H. Shoppe, Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Mr. Shoppe:
We appreciate very much your letter telling us of conditions in the Nahmakanta region. This year
we spent our time on the Trail between Moxie Bald and Mt. Bigelow. We hope to return to the
Nahmakanta region in 1946.
Due to the war conditions there has, of course, been no travel over the trail and we are trying to
put it in order for use when the restrictions are removed. In the past, as Mrs. McDougall can tell
you, the Trail and our parties meant no small item of revenue to Nahmakanta.
You are certainly quite right in saying that the horses keeping the grass down represents a very
real help in maintaining the Trail. We wish we could find some animal that could keep down the
raspberries and the hardwood sprouts and alders. Perhaps Mr. Boynton told you that because of
the lumbering and the terrific growth in the Wadleigh Valley Road, we are thinking of changing
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the route for two or three miles from Wadleigh Farmsite to the beaver flowage in Prentiss Valley.
As your letter did not mention the flowage I assume no one has seen it this year.
Your letter did not indicate whether you were operating the camps yourself or had some party in
there. We will be publishing a Supplement to the Guidebook early next spring and I hope you
will bear in mind to write and tell us of your arrangements then.
I have passed on to Commander Avery the information in your letter and he has asked me to
thank you for furnishing so much information about the Nahmakanta section, particularly as he
has had no other report this year.
Sept. 14,1945. Myron Avery to U. S. Geological Survey, Washington 25, D.C.
Gentlemen:
Please send to Mr. Warren Emery, Carry Pond Camps, Bingham, Maine, the following U.S.
Geological Survey maps:
Milan
Rangeley
Bethel
Old Speck
In the event that all the old Speck sheet is not ready for distribution, if consistent with your
practice we would ask that it be forwarded when available.
Those maps are to be charged to the Appalachian Trail Conference quota.
We shall appreciate your courtesy in this connection.
Dictated by commander Avery hut transcribed and to avoid delay mailed during his absence.
Sept. 14, 1945. Myron Avery to Roy A. Gray, New Vinyard, Maine.
Dear Mr. Gray:
Elwyn Storey had earlier written me about the beaver dams and flooding out of Jerome Brook
Lean-to.
When we reached camp he told me what you had ordered done in the way of blowing the dams
and the house and that, if the dams were rebuilt, we were at liberty to tear them out. I have seen
these fellows come in and operate in the most unsuspected places but that is one locality where I
certainly would not have looked for them.
We, of course, went down to look at the dam and found that the beavers had made a very clever
repair with an arch pointing upstream which was cross-braced and buttressed. The water was
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again up to the edge of the lean~to. It was quite a sight for our party and after taking photographs,
etc., we put the beavers to more work by demolishing the repairs. I suppose by now they have
fixed it up again.
I met Warden Chute on the Trail and he said he thought this winter he would be able to put an
end to the nuisance if we could wait that long. I told him this would be most satisfactory to us. I
imagine it was the raising of the water which caused the wash out of the bridge.
Due to the war conditions and uncertainties of transportation, our work party was small this year.
We did, however, put the trail in good order from the lean-to on the east side of Moxie Bald to
East Carry Pond. We shall have to come back for the other work next year.
We very much appreciate your assistance in trying to care for this most unexpected difficulty.
Dictated by Commander Avery but transcribed and to avoid delay mailed during his absence.
{Copy Storey}
Myron Avery to The Storeys:
Thought this would interest you.
Do you suppose there is any chance of finding out from Mr. Viles whether they are still there?
Please return the letter to me.
Your postcard to Miss Stephenson was much appreciated. Those beavers are persistent creatures.
Hope you can do something about them this winter - or that the Gamewarden can.
September 17, 1945. Myron Avery to Betty Beal, Librarian, Bates College.
Dear Betty:
When I returned to Tarrytown I sent you the books that we had been discussing, particularly the
Haber Bishop Guidebooks and the Hubbard Guides and others which contained information on
the canoe trips in Maine in which you had shown considerable interest. I sent these insured and
as they are practically irreplaceable. I will be glad to know that they were duly received.
Since I am moving from Tarrytown to Washington during the last part of this month, please
check with me as to the address to which they should be returned.
My notes became misplaced and had forgotten until to-day that I was to send you the note on the
picture of the Oquossoc Trout. Here is the reference:
Fishes of New England Salmon Family.
Part I. Trout in Charrs. W. C. Kendall, 1914.
Memoirs of Boston Society of Natural History vol. 8 No. 1.
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It has beautiful plates, including one of the Oquossoc Trout, as I remember. I have forgotten the
cost.
We shall look forward with interest to hearing the results of your trip to Saddleback. I wish we
had been a little more conscious of what you had intended to do, as we might have furnished the
"browning out" paint and talked a little more about the technique of marking.
September 19, 1945. Elizabeth Beal, Bates College, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
It was so very thoughtful of you to send the guidebooks and I’m much ashamed for not having
thanked you for sending them long before this. I kept them in the safe at the Library until Friday
when I took them to Phillips so Dad could enjoy them too. He was much interested in the Haber
Bishop Guide, remembering Mr. Bishop very well and recalled Mr. Bishop’s office hours as
from eleven to twelve every other Saturday—when he was in Boston.
I saw a Hubbard guide for Moosehead region advertised one day this week, and hope to get it.
My vacation starts next Saturday and we hope to move back to our own house the first of the
following week. If you are writing, I would like to keep the books you sent until we get settled
and I have time to look at them again.
My friend whom I expected back from England has arrived and promises to go with us the
weekend of October 12th. If we can get a camp at Redington--and I have written asking for one—
we should be able to do some small amount of work in both directions from there. I shall talk
with Mr. Winters before we start and see what he has done lately.
I did enjoy the Bigelow trip a lot and want to thank you again for letting me go with your group.
I’ve thought of that beautiful sunset so many times.
In looking over the Haber Bishop book, Dad added a bit to several of the anecdotes and while
I’m home I’ll try to write down a few things he told us which might interest you.
The reference you give for the Oquossoc Trout is not the one I knew of. I’ll check on the items
we have as soon as I get home.
We shall report anything we are able to do on our weekend. Several of my friends are interested
but if four of us get there we should be able to accomplish something.
September 21,1945. Myron Avery to Howard Zahniser, Editor, The Living Wilderness,
1840 Mintwood Place, N.W., Washington, D.C.
Dear Mr. Zahniser:
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Thank you for the courtesy of your letter of September 11th.
I had become somewhat apprehensive over the possibility of a miscarriage of my communication
and the article.
I am glad indeed to know that the policies of the Wilderness Society will permit undertaking a
proposal such as is embodied in the publication of this article. There is presented here an
opportunity for constructive conservation of practical importance to which the Wilderness
Society holds the key.
I had neglected to say that we have photographs of the Katahdin area of outstanding quality. If it
would facilitate consideration of this proposal we would be glad to assemble and forward a
proposed layout.
I am content to permit the matter to take the course you outline and I will await your advices in
due course.
{Copy Katahdin}
September 24, 1945. Frederick W. Kilbourne, P. O. Box 514, Cheshire, Connecticut, to
Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Avery:
The Roving Scientists returned on Friday from their expedition. We had a grand time!
On Sunday, Sept. 16, we climbed Old Speck on a perfect day. It was an arduous climb! Green of
Waterbury had climbed it twice before. I got rather tired because I used Maine hunting boots and
consequently slipped and slewed around much. Next day, also very fine, we climbed Aziscoos, a
grand climb and view. I used leather shoes and had no difficulty. These were our major trips.
Shorter climbs and walks in Randolph and a trip to the Devil’s Hop Yard about completed our
list. We had fine weather, especially Monday and Thursday of last week, which were very
unpleasant down here.
I have brought a set of the Katahdin views (Church’s pictures). We found the map, which is
returned herewith, very useful. Many thanks!
Now as to the report: All signs (#242 and 243) are gone at the Forestry Campground at base of
Old Speck. The firewarden, Mr. T. E. Dorman, said they had been missing recently. #244, 245,
246, and 247 are O.K. I did not visit #248, but may get or make a chance to check it when I go
up in October. The engraved sign, “New Trail” is in place. The firewarden has made a new trail,
which is unsigned, beginning at the big rock with trees growing on it about 1/8 mile above his
cabin. It "slabs” and the footing is soft, and so is much easier than the direct trail, which Wheeler
and Green took and reported "tough". #240, which is old and fading, is O.K. I noticed the
distance for Table Rock is given as 0.63 instead of 1.13 m. #241 is gone. We did not tackle
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Baldpate. We didn't have time or energy enough to go to Table Rock. I notice the side trail there
is not on the map.
I am returning Mr. Hatch’s letter herewith. Hope you get the prints!
Wheeler is 74 today and I am past 73 and so we shall probably have to stay down in the valleys
soon. We hope to go to the Katahdin region next year, our 30th! Best regards from Wheeler and
me.
Cordially yours, Frederick W. Kilbourne, Cheshire correspondent of the Meriden Morning
Record, in which our exploits are duly chronicled today.
September 26, 1945. Myron Avery to Frederick Kilbourne.
Dear Mr. Kilbourne:
Thank you for your thoughtfulness in sending me the detailed information in your letter of
September 24th. It is most helpful to have this detail.
We are taking appropriate action to remedy the deficiencies. Without your letter we would not
have known of the situation.
The word as to the new trail is a development as to which I had not been advised. We should
correct the Guidebook accordingly. Would it be asking too much to ask you to indicate exactly
what should be said in the Trail Data. I suppose that the change in the distance is really
inconsequential. Where does the new route come into the white blazed Appalachian Trail?
I have heard nothing as yet from Mr. Hatch.
If you have an extra copy of the item by the Cheshire Correspondent of the Meridian Morning
Records do favor your Washington friends with a copy.
P.S. I have not overlooked the picture you sent from the old geography. I will return it soon.
September 28, 1945. Myron Avery Memorandum for Stanley B. Attwood and William H.
Sawyer, Jr.
The following is an excerpt from a letter from Frederick W. Kilbourne, who climbed Old Speck
early in September:
“Now as to the report: All signs (#242 and 243) are gone at the Forestry Campground at base of
Old Speck. The firewarden, Mr. D. E. Dorman,, said they had been missing recently. #244, 245,
246, and 247 are O.K. I did not visit #248, but may get or make a chance to check it when I go
up in October. The engraved sign, “New Trail” is in place. The firewarden has made a new trail,
which is unsigned, beginning at the big rock with trees growing on it about 1/8 mile above his
cabin. It "slabs” and the footing is soft, and so is much easier than the direct trail, which Wheeler
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and Green took and reported "tough". #240, which is old and fading, is O.K. I noticed the
distance for Table Rock is given as 0.63 instead of 1.13 m. #241 is gone. We did not tackle
Baldpate. We didn't have time or energy enough to go to Table Rock. I notice the side trail there
is not on the map.”
The Old Speck map has not yet been released by the Geological Survey.
September 1945 {Work trip}

III. Mile Markers.

TRAIL REPORTS
Section 17
MAINE HIGHWAY 16 TO BIGELOW VILLAGE
N
North to South

Nos. 7, 8, 10, 12, 13, 14 observed. All getting faint.
IV. Trail Data.
Rechecked from 5.3 m. to 14 m. (north to south). No changes.
V. Board Signs.
Nos. 176 to 189, inclusive, installed. Blackwell installed 188 and 189).
Old signs at Horns Pond (varnish gone, signs gnawed but very legible).
Old Nos. 185 and 187 (4 parts) put under rear end of east lean-to with quart (1/2 full) blue paint
left from 1942; can be used as replacements.
Re sign list 186 (a): blocks reversed in 1945 to fit sign which was nailed too high up on block.
Sign 179 in error on list; should read "two signs to point left and right”. Sign cut off in field but
ragged job.
Old (1942) sign 178 (abbreviated) and 185 left in place resulting in double signs at these
localities. Viewpoint and Old Man's Head also left in place.
Signs in Bigelow Col weather very rapidly; need replacement every three years. Bigelow Col
signs also subject considerable exposure; replace every four years.
VI. Lean-tos.
Bigelow Col
Installed new bough bed; board lean-to sign, cloth lean-to sign; latrine and tin can signs. Pryor
made temporary "spring" sign (point right). Structure in very poor condition; roof and
sides leak. Needs rebuilding at once.
Horns Pond
Recleared trail to latrine and shore.
Cleared bushes in front of lean-tos.
Installed one board lean-to sign; 2 cloth, 2 latrine and 1 tin can sign.
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One structure had no boughs; was cleared in 1942. Eliminated boughs (few) from second one.
Little new porcupine damage.
(Old signs and 1/2 qt. blue paint left there.)
Trail to latrine and lake needs repainting.
Fireplace excellent; have rods and hooks for cooking. This set left in excellent condition.
Some splits in roof; not yet serious.
Need 2 tin can signs (point right).
Registration cylinder formerly at Katahdin installed here (September, 1945) with notebook, map
and pencil. [I registered in this cylinder 10 years later.]
VII. Condition of Trail
Watchman said Little Bigelow cleared in 1944 to reach fire.
Seen from 5.05 m. to 14.3 m. All in bad condition. Presently much under-marked.
From 5.03 m. to firetower dense growth of bushes. No work since 1942. Some ingrowth from
Old Man’s Head to tower. Paint good on rocks.
From tower to Horns Pond: Several down trees. Three major patches of blowdowns require
cutting; obscure route. Near Horns Pond firs need brushing; very dense.
Horns Pond to Stratton Brook: Road completely and densely ingrown. Clearing will be major
task. Beaver flowage close to trail.
VIII. Required Work.
1. Install new signs 185a and 187a.
2. Repair chopped off edge of sign 179.
3. Check shelter register to see if better support needed.
4. Install 2 tin can signs (point right) at Horns Pond and indicate where dump is.
5. Install signs 216 to 227, inclusive. Left with Storey (1945) as Package No. 3, with one board
lean-to Forest Service campsite sign and envelope with cloth A.T. signs. (Nails needed for these
signs.

I. Paint.

TRAIL REPORTS
Section 16
EAST CARRY POND TO MAINE HIGHWAY 16
North to South

Repainted from East Carry Pond Camps to horseback at 2.73 m.
Blazing sparse in lumbered section on west side of pond. Also, more blazes needed, going north,
at junction of side trail to East Carry Pond.
II. A. T. Markers.
Replaced from East Carry as far as West Carry Pond Camps (some old ones in fair condition
left.)
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III. Mile Markers.
No. 1 repainted (ran badly in rain).
No. 2 not located.
Nos. 3, 4, 5,6, located but not painted. (Two No. 6 markers; one to be eliminated.)
IV. Trail Data.
Checked and corrected.
V. Board Signs.
Installed Nos. 162 to 170, inclusive.
VI. Lean-to – Jerome Brook.
Flooded winter 1944-5 by a series of five beaver dams. House and dams blown by Warden
Willard Chute who left word with Storey we could destroy any further dams. Chute to remove
beaver in winter.
Latrine, tin can signs installed and Forest Service board and cloth lean-to signs renewed.
Water just reached edge of lean-to; structure otherwise in good order.
{Copy sent Clark}
VII. Condition of Trail
East Carry Pond Camps to 1 m.: Further lumbering and new campground; app. 20 trees across
trail.
1 m. to Middle Carry Pond Inlet: moderate growth hardwood sprouts. Much small timber down
in black woods.
Inlet to West Carry Pond Camps: No trail work 1944-5. Section growing very densely with
raspberry bushes and hardwood sprouts. Will represent heavy burden to clear and keep
open. Trail near West Carry Pond also ingrown. This section requires more intensive
blazing.
From West Carry Pond to Jerome Brook; Surprisingly good, although not worked in 1945.
Bridge over both Jerome Brook and Bog Brook at Ledge House gone.
From Jerome Brook to Ledge House said by Harold Viles to be in good condition.
Custodian at Ledge House has erected "No trespassing” signs.
VIII. Required Work.
1. Build fireplace at Jerome Brook Lean-to.
2. Renovate beaver damage at Jerome Brook Lean-to; see if beaver removed.
3. Clear entire section. Storey to mow in 1945 from Sandy Stream.
4. See if caretaker cut out logs around East Carry Pond.
5. Check existence of Little Canyon.
6. Check crossing of Bog brook on dam.
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7. Eliminate extra No. 6 marker.
8. Jerome and Bog brook bridges.
TRAIL REPORTS
Section 15
PIERCE POND TO EAST CARRY POND
North to South
I. Paint.
Repainted A.T.; black used. Blazes sparse in section over Bates Ridge obscured by hardwood
sprouts. Several obscure places; two required double blazes, north to south, on south slope of
Bates Ridge.
II. A.T. Markers.
A.T. Markers renewed.
III. Mile Markers.
Mile markers painted. (The following markers, south to north, were renewed: 7 and 6.)
No. 1 put in from calculation from brook at .96 m.
No. 2 put in by guess; Nos. 3 and 6 not located; Nos. 4, 5 and 7 repainted.
IV. Trail Data.
Terminus at Pierce Pond changed; route goes out on south side of ice house.
p. 371: Omit second sentence.
p. 251: Strike out line 1 after the word, “house”. Add “on wood road”. Line 7, substitute the
word "Pleasant” for “Pierce”.
Map No. 8: correct location of Pierce Pond Lean-to to proper cove.
Note that turn at 2.38 m. cannot be located now.
V. Board Signs.
All board signs renewed.
Signs (1942) to Carry Pond Lean-to and at junction of A.T. and side trail left with tools at Carry
Pond.
VI. Lean-to.
Pierce Pond Lean-to:
Fireplace, with a rock bottom, built.
Side trail blue-blazed. (Ax blazes to water hole should be blue.) Some down logs.
{Copy to Clark}
Little water in water hold.
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Lean-to cleaned up. New path cut to shore,
New latrine, tin can and spring signs installed.
No further indications of fire damage close to lean-to.
East Carry Pond Lean-to:
Intensive use by fishermen; raft let loose.
Poles in bunk used, for 4 ft. for fuel.
A.T. cloth signs torn down.
Installed board lean-to sign, cloth sign, 2 toilet and tin can signs.
Structure, except for bed frame, sound.
Side trail to lean-to not repainted.
VII. Condition of Trail.
0 to 1 m.: Fairly clear as to undergrowth but considerable small trees, bent over by ice, cut out.
Three down logs.
1 to 2 m.: Terrific dense beech sprout growth over Bates Ridge; very difficult to clear; require
much labor and will have to be cared for annually.
2 to 3 m.: Six down logs. Hardwood sprouts extend quite far down south slope of Bates Ridge.
3 to 4 m.: Twelve down logs. Carrying Place Brook had surprisingly few alders. Woods beyond,
little growth except blueberry vines.
4 to 5 m.: Three down logs.
5 to 6 m.: Dense growth hardwood (particularly beech) sprouts; required 20 man-hours to
clear. Several obscure sections here. No down logs.
Side trail to East Carry Pond Lean-to and latrine cleared, growing in badly.
Trail work ended at East Carry Pond Lean-to.
Beyond trail to East Carry Pond Lean-to ingrown badly - not time to work; fourteen down logs.
Trail rough but removal of logs and mowing in 1946 would put it in ideal condition.
VIII. Required work.
1. Clear from East Carry Pond to side trail to lean-to,
2. On future repainting: more intensive marking required in hardwood sprouts on Bates Ridge,
particularly south slope, and in obscure spots, on miles 5 to 6. Double blazes required in
two spots north to south on south slope of Bates Ridge; unnecessary double blaze in
reverse direction in these localities.
3. Improvements at Pierce Pond Lean-to needed - spring, finish front, improve fireplace. Need
grate for fireplace.
4. Blue-blaze side trail to East Carry Pond Lean-to and latrine.
5. Build fireplace for East Carry Pond Lean-to and repair bunks.
6, Question of fisherman nuisance at East Carry Pond Lean-to.
7. Mile markers 3 and 6 (north to south) missing. No. 2 put in by guess.
TRAIL REPORTS
Section 14
KENNEBEC RIVER TO PIERCE POND
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North to South
I. Paint
Repainted, white and black.
II. A.T. Markers.
A.T. markers renewed. Varnished ones knocked off.
III. Mile Markers.
No. 1 not repainted (on large slab beside road).
IV. Trail Data.
Checked, minor corrections made. Sterling using tote-road which comes in behind camps.
Guidebook corrections:
North to South, p. 246, 5th par., 2nd line: After "2.56 m." insert, "At app. 2.9 m. take right fork.
(More worn left fork is change in buckboard route to Sterling's Camps, crossing Pierce
Pond Stream on bridge and coming in on upper slope behind main campground.)"
South to North, p. 374, 2nd par., 2nd line: After "directly ahead." insert, "At point app. 0.5 m.,
relocated buckboard route from Sterling's Camps comes in on right."
V. Board Signs.
Board signs renewed. Sign on east bank of river is erroneously at water's edge instead of on
highway.
Change sign on west bank to parallel dirt road Instead of pointing west (?).
VII. Condition of Trail.
Sterling now using as tote-road the left fork at 2.9 m.; right fork., A.T., disused. Question of
possible relocation of tote-road to start lower down on gravel road.
Post sunk in field at river's edge to indicate route on old road.
{Copy sent Clark}
VIII. Required Work.
1. Repaint No. 1 marker.
2. Cheek relocation of tote-road, if made.
3. Cheek existence of roads described in guidebook in front of Sterling's farm.
TRAIL REPORTS
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1. Paint.

Section 13
MOXIE POND TO KENNEBEC RIVER
North to South

Paint blazes renewed throughout; standardized; black paint used.
Blue-blazed side trail on top.
Obliterated white arrows on top.
II. A.T. Markers.
A.T. markers all renewed. All old ones renewed.
III. Mile Markers.
Mile markers 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, located and renewed. Nos. 8, 9, 10, 11, not installed on road.
IV. Trail data.
Checked.
V. Board signs.
Renewed as per Sign List. Error on No. 144.
{Signs 189, 190, 191 (8th Rev. Aug. 1948) sent Clark Nov. 22 1948 for installations. Pleasant
Pond Campsite.}
VII. Condition of Trail.
Weeders and shears used by trail clearing party over entire section.
Hoar worked in 1945 to beaver dam; beavers gone; no difficulty at Little Sandy Stream flowage.
East side of mountain: 4 large down logs. Some hardwood sprouts at base.
West side of mountain: Growth in hardwood section not as bad as expected . Some large down
logs on wire.
VIII. Required work.
1. Have Hoar clear each year from Troutdale to beyond Little Sandy Stream.
2. Correct Sign No. 144 from 10.52 to 9.72.
3. Remove logs.
4. Annual clearing.
September, 1949

TRAIL REPORTS
Section 12
BLANCHARD TO MOXIE POND
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North to South
I. Paint.
Repainted from Moxie Bald lean-to to Troutdale, including side trail. (Parallel blazes installed by
Pryor; excess on trees but not on rocks removed on side trail.)
II. A.T. Markers
A. T. Markers renewed from summit to Moxie Pond. All obliterated ones removed. Condition
generally good. Additional markers added. Old markers not renewed from Moxie Bald lean-to to
summit.
III. Mile markers.
Old Nos. 10, 11, 12, 13 obliterated (old nearer Blanchard than existing markers).
All repainted.
IV. Trail data.
Telephone line now follows trail from firetower to Blanchard. Not in use.
Guidebook Insertions.
North to South (A) p. 237, line 5 Before “Descend steadily” insert "(Use care here; lumber road joins
firewarden’s trail described infra.}”
IB) p. 235. Insert at end of 2nd par., within parenthesis, "Wire continues along trail to firetower”.
South to North (C) p. 379. "Telephone line follows trail from Blanchard to firewarden’s cabin."
V. Board signs.
Board signs all renewed (Moxie Pond Lean-to).
Board signs put up at Moxie Bald Lean-to {No. 177 8th Rev.}; Also board Forest Service sign
and cloth lean-to signs.
No. 143A lettered on old board by Pryor and installed.
143A At Troutdale Camps {No. 184 8th Rev.}
←Appalachian Trail
Pleasant Pond Mtn.
4.89 m.
Caratunk
10.72 m.
VI. Lean-to: Moxie Bald Lean-to
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Cloth and board (Forest service) signs installed.
Old spring and latrine signs in place and not renewed; very serviceable.
Temporary 4-ft. patch, tar paper, made on roof. 4 sq. ft. now needs replacing.
On each trip, tar paper and nails should be brought in for repairs.
Latrine O.K.
Lean-to cleaned up.
VII. Condition of Trail (south to north).
From Troutdale to Poole landing is good.
Beyond, to H & W #12 camp is surprising improvement; trees arching overhead; grass but fewer
raspberries.
From campground to firetower, hardwood sprouts quite numerous but were mowed with weeder.
Top of mountain fair and trimmed with shears.
East side of Moxie to #5 campground, surprisingly ingrowing from sides with numerous brakes.
From #5 to lean-to, situation serious. Dense hardwood sprouts. Requires separate work trip.
Smith opened section from top of mountain to lean-to.
From Troutdale to tower cleared by Mr. Hoar in 1944 and 1945; cut back and many logs
removed but not mowed.
Telephone wire from firetower to Moxie Bald lean-to crosses trail frequently and is dangerously
low. Wrote Rendall and Martin to correct.
30 down logs; Hoar to concentrate on removing down logs in 1946.
VIII. Required work.
1. Mow from Moxie Pond to firewarden’s trail. 1946 work should include mowing from
Troutdale, particularly on the lower end, and removal of logs hidden in grass (over 40). Mowing
of sprouts, particularly at upper end near firetower.
2. Items 1, 4, 5, 8 of former required work eliminated.
3. Repaint from Blanchard to Moxie Bald Lean-to with particular emphasis on alders and firs
growing in from side.
4. Repair roof of lean-to.
5. Wire over bridge at Bear Brook.
6. Remedy condition of low telephone wire on east side of Moxie Bald.
October 2, 1945. Myron Avery to A. J. Houston, Portland, Maine.
Gentlemen:
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[?] of September 15th, 1945, I wrote you enclosing check for $2.50 and asking that a copy of
Nine-Mile Bridge. by Helen Hamlin, be sent to Mr. Roland M. Hoar, Troutdale Camps, Moxie
Pond, The Forks, Maine.
Please advise me as to whether this order has been filled and the volume forwarded as requested.
At the same time, I inquired as to the availability of The Moose Book, by Samuel Merrill, and if
available, the cost of it. I would be glad to hear from you in this connection.
Dictated by Commander Avery but transcribed and to avoid delay mailed during his absence.
October 7, 1945. Betty Beal, Bates College, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
This is a real rainy Sunday, but I won’t complain as long as it gets “rained out” by next Friday.
Last Thursday we helped a farmer dig potatoes in a field from which we had a magnificent
though disheartening view of Mt. Saddleback and Mt. Abram—snow-covered!
As plans stand, Anne Osgood (A.M.C.), two girls—maybe three—from Phillips, a friend of mine
who is home on furlough, a man who has worked in the woods for Dad, and his 14-year old son
and myself will go to Redington Pond Camps early Friday morning and work the rest of the day
and all day Saturday, coming out Sunday morning. If you have any specific suggestions as to
work, please send them to me at Phillips. Mr. Sargent is taking saw and axe and we have white
paint and scraper and will take some brown paint, and bush cutters. I have a Trail Manual which
we can follow. When I go to Lewiston to meet Anne I shall stop at Dr. Sawyer’s and see if he
has an extra weeder that we could borrow.
The enclosed clipping by Mr. Conner seemed to need a little revision! He wrote an item about
Rangeley Boats a few months ago, and Dad didn’t agree with the facts there, and wrote to Mr.
Conner who then wrote another Rangeley article, a copy of which I will put with your books
when I return them.
We have all enjoyed your books a lot and will return them anytime, when you send the
Washington address.
The Oquossoc Trout photos I mentioned are in the following:
Southard, Charles Tibson, Evolution of Trout and Trout Fishing in America, N,Y, Dutton, 1928.
and
Kendall, William Converse, The Rangeley Lakes, Maine, with special reference to the habits of
the fishes…(In Bulletin of the U.S. Bureau of Fisheries, v. 35, 1915-16. P. 485-594. Wash. Govt.
Print. Off. 1918.)
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The Kendall plate is better, Dad says, showing a square tailed trout.
I will let you know how our trip comes out. Tomorrow I plan to drive in to the camps and check
on arrangements. We hope to get one or two meals at the camp and get the rest ourselves.
October 8, 1945. Jean Stephenson to Marjorie Hurd, A.M.C.
Dear Marjorie:
I was glad to hear from you, and will look up the matter of the Saddleback picture as soon as I
can. If we have one, you are welcome to use it. I rather doubt if we have a good one, though, as
the last few trips A.T. groups have made over Saddleback ran into bad weather for pictures.
Those taken by Elisofen for Life have nearly all been destroyed, unfortunately, for he had some
very good ones. I will let you know as soon as I look into the matter.
Myron told me that he had received a very cordial letter from you and that in it you had repeated
your inquiry about the "k" on the end of Church’s first name. I had not forgotten about it, but had
taken it up with him. He had told me that he was sure the "k" should be omitted but that as it had
been questioned he preferred not to trust to his memory but would consult his records, and of
course his records were not here, so the matter had to wait. He had, however, just consulted them
and given me the answer, but I had not gotten around to writing you.
The name is spelled "Frederic". The authority for this is, Church's son, Louis Palmer Church,
who some years ago, in correspondence with Myron called his attention to the correct spelling
and stated that it was frequently misspelled by adding the "k". It appears correctly as "Frederic"
in the Catalog of the Metropolitan Museum exhibition of 1900. In the article on "The Artist of
Katahdin" it was spelled correctly. How the confusion in spelling arose is not worthwhile trying
to check these busy days. It is too bad the Whitney Catalog has it wrong.
The Commander pays his tribute to the diplomatic letter writing qualities of the editor, although I
am afraid that his convictions in many matters will require more than this to induce any change
to take place. I was awfully sorry that Appalachia did not use the item Mary Dorsey prepared
long ago because its rejection left with him the definite feeling that any attempt to give credit to
the Maine Appalachian Trail Club was taboo and it was this effort that spelled the doom of the
article. You may not have intended this but I think you should know the firmness of this
conviction of his and the impression created in his mind when my services as a "literary agent"
for Appalachia are being evaluated.
I had a letter from Miss Sellman and will try to write her to-night also. While I am still very, very
busy at the office, I do think that everyone on the Committee should do her (or his) share, so I
am writing that I will undertake to do some editing--only I would like as much lee-way as
possible in the time element. I am still looking forward to getting to Boston this Fall, since I had
to come straight back from Maine and could not do the things I wanted to do in Boston at that
time. So maybe I will be seeing you before long.
{Copy Katahdin file}
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October 15, 1945. Adelaide Storey, West Carry Pond Camps, to Myron Avery. [Handwritten]
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am sending this to this address as I haven’t your other handy.
We received the letter you sent from Verne Rackliff and as soon as we can we will try to see Mr.
Viles, but at present he is not there. I will hang onto your letter.
We have had people steady up until last Thursday, since then we have been out here to the house
trying to HOE out and get our vegetables under cover. The first thing, I waged a war on the mice,
who had nearly carried us off and had added to the debris already here. The animals seem to
have a grudge against us this year. We caught two coons who seem to be the only two that did
our cellar damage. Please tell the “gang” that the bear came up last week minus his fur coat.
Elwyn and the man he was guiding saw it on the rocks just below the boat landing and said it
looked like pig, a good sized fellow. One of the natives shot a large bear near Mr. Parson’s last
week and a man on Lexington Flats shot 4 one day—2 mothers and 2 yearlings.
Several moose have been seen along the roads.
Mt. Bigelow is a beautiful sight shrouded in snow nearly half way down. Reminds us to put on
the double windows and bank the house.
We were down country Saturday and people seem to be right on their toes, building this and that.
Looks as if another year may be booming. We surely had the best September yet.
A Mr. Hinman got the contract for the fish hatchery at Cold brook and they start work this
morning. They are paying $1.00 an hour and I guess every one that can crawl has got a job.
Must close and head for West Carry. Regards to all in Washington.
October 16, 1945. Frederick W. Kilbourne, P. O. Box 514, Cheshire, Connecticut, to Myron
Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Avery:
The sign #248 on the highway at the N,H.-Maine line is gone. The post is there and stands firm. I
made a trip on the Errol-Bethel highway on Monday the 8th, 146 miles.
I do not know that I can describe the firewarden’s (Mr. Dorman’s) trail sufficiently accurately to
be of much service to you. I should say: About a sixteenth of a mile or so on the old trail above
the firewarden’s cabin the unsigned trail diverges to the right at a rather large boulder with some
small trees growing on it and slabs the north side of the mountain thru spruce woods for perhaps
half a mile coming out on the trail to Speck Pond a short distance below the summit. The trail is
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not at all rough, as Wheeler reported the direct trail to be. The footing is very good. The
Churches and I reached the summit almost as soon as Wheeler and Green.
When I passed the base of Old Speck on the 8th there was a ribbonlike waterfall coming most of
the way down the mountain. Whether it was in the trail or to the north of it I couldn’t make out.
It appeared to come out of a low col N.W. of the summit.
We had had snow and rain earlier (Saturday night and Sunday). Screw auger falls was a rushing
torrent. I wrote Wheeler that I wish he could have seen the falls on Oct. 8, as there was so much
more water than on Sept. 16.
{Report put in Maine sign file. Signs 242 and 243 gone.}
October 20, 1945. FOR MAINE GUIDE SUPPLEMENT
PP» 303 and 315.~
The firewarden on Old Speck has constructed an easier alternative route from the firewarden's
cabin to the firetower. Approximately 150 yards above the firewarden's cabin, the new route
diverges to the right near a large boulder with trees growing on it. It slabs the north side of the
mountain, passing through spruce woods for perhaps 1/2 mile and joins the initial route a short
distance below the summit. The new route is less rough than the old and has excellent footing.
The Appalachian Mountain Club expects to replace in the near future Full Goose and Old Speck
Lean-tos. Their locations may differ slightly from the present sites.
October 25,1945. R. Webb Noyes, Stonington, Maine, to Myron Avery.
My dear Avery:
My wife and I have just got back from an October vacation at my camp in Onawa (Maine),- my
first vacation in three years,-and I found something about the Appalachian trails there that I
would like to enquire about. I haven't my Guides here with me (I left them in the camp), but
perhaps I can explain what I mean. And possibly, also, you will want to refer the query to
someone else.
One day we went up along the Big Wilson Stream to the Little Wilson Stream's camp ground,
established by the Forest Service. I didn't have much time, but I crossed the stream and went
along a few rods on the white trail to Little Wilson Falls. Then I stopped, as the blazes were at
the right, but a trail also seemed to go to the left towards the stream, where the Guide said it
would later follow along. Now the Guide says the “old trail” comes in from the right, etc. Does
this mean that it comes in from the right of the old woods road, where the trail goes in from the
left of it, or does it refer to this parting of the ways that I seemingly encountered? The reading of
the text is a bit obscure when you try to decide what to do on the trail.
Then I followed the blue trail up to Jim Whyte's Lookout. I proceeded no further than to inspect
a boulder directing you to the Big Wilson Cliffs and then to try to find the initial blue blazes on
this extension from Whyte's. I did not find the blazes, but had no time to look for them carefully.
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What I want to know is this: would a little search reveal a well marked trail from Jim Whyte's all
the way to the Big Wilson Cliffs? The trail was blazed by Greene, I believe. You see, I hope
some day to go back and follow both trails to the ends.
We are having headaches, pro and con, at, Onawa about the possibility of a public road to the
lake. What many of us are afraid of, naturally, is an incursion of undesirables and a disturbance
of the wonderful quiet and beauty of the region. Do you think we are unduly alarmed? If the drift
towards having a public road becomes ominous would a counter-action for a state park be a
satisfactory solution? Would state ownership and administration affect private ownership of
cottages and camps already there, and would it restrict the introduction of new owners?
When I was in Schenectady, some years, ago, I talked with E.S.C. Smith about the Maine woods,
Ktaadn, etc., and he advanced some arguments against state ownership that I cannot recall. I
should be glad to have your opinion of the subject.
P.S. What are plans for a new edition of the Guide or a new supplement?
November 3, 1945. Myron Avery to R. Webb Noyes.
Dear Noyes:
I have your letter, sent to me at the Maritime Commission. I have been away from New York
since I was called into service some three years ago.
I am pleased to have your manifestation of interest in the Trail in the Onawa area. It has been
some six years since I was in that locality. We have been hard hit on maintenance matters in
Maine. Game Warden Helen Taylor did some clearing in that area and had hoped to do more.
Our signs, due to the frequenting of the area, are obliterated in that region.
I am sorry to say that with the lapse of time I cannot reconstruct the picture sufficiently to answer
your inquiry. The blazes should have indicated your route. The side trail to little Wilson Falls has
blue paint blazes. I do not know why you would have any particular difficulty in reaching Big
Wilson Cliffs from Jim Whyte’s unless the people who have come back there have through their
activities eliminated some of the marking.
From the supplement to your letter, I judge your name is not on our list as a purchaser of the
Maine Guide. We have sent out annual supplements and Appalachian Trailway News carries an
account of all activities. We have been able to conduct small trail clearing trips in Maine. Next
year we expect to work through the Onawa area on our way north.
We should convert you to utilize your interest in checking the route for us. It would only mean a
couple of days each year.
Because it would answer your queries, I have asked the Appalachian Trail Conference to send
yon the last Supplement to Guide to the Appalachian Trail In Maine and the last year's issues of
Appalachian Trailway News. I Judge you may wish to take appropriate steps to keep in touch
with this source of information.
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Dictated by Captain Avery but transcribed and to avoid delay mailed in his absence.
November 5, 1945. Myron Avery to Howard Goff, Editor, A.M.C. Guides.
My dear Mr. Goff:
I have your letter of 25 October, 1945, enclosing a copy of the A.M.C. Katahdin Guide.
I am somewhat at a loss to determine whether this contribution is prompted by facetiousness but
we are obliged for this record of recognition of obligation, although under the circumstances the
recognition is totally insufficient.
We have made quite clear that any use of copyrighted material from Guide to The Appalachian
Trail in Maine in your guide-books is not only unauthorized generally as a matter of copyright
law but, anticipating the situation, we were at pains to be specific on this point. It will take only a
casual review, particularly of the map, to indicate the extent of unauthorized plagiarism.
We have checked the situation and are initiating the appropriate steps under the circumstances.
You will appreciate too, I am sure, the situation which will result from the continued circulation
of a publication which infringes copyright.
I had earlier suggested to you that in view of the contributions which the Maine Appalachian
Trail Club is making to the trail system in Maine and its extremely modest resources as
compared with the Appalachian Mountain Club, the hampering of our activities by an out-ofstate organization was totally unjustified. The requirements were being amply served by the
Katahdin Reprint and under such conditions, reprinting of the A.M.C. Katahdin Guide when it
became exhausted is hard to justify on any rational ground. This is rendered less commendable
by the fact that the publication was undertaken during times of war and in the face of urgent
directives to conserve paper.
If you people have concluded to adhere to a policy of competition, I think that, as in other
instances of ill-advised publication, they may be assured that we shall not fail to afford a full
measure of competition. You may be interested to know that we are issuing as Supplements to
our Katahdin Reprint, a large scale map of The Traveler and one of the Nesowadnehunk region.
When demobilization permits and Katahdin conditions return to normal, presumably next year,
we shall go forward with our plans of issuing a revised and enlarged Katahdin Reprint. On the
matter of competing publications, we should express our appreciation of the forethought that
brought out the competing publication at this time and under circumstances that necessitated
advancement in price.
A recent letter from you made inquiry as to my personal status. In dealing with a matter of this
character, I considered it entirely inappropriate to make any reference to my Naval status, which
is that of Captain, U.S.N.R., but as you have made the inquiry, I will state that I am still on active
duty.
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Personally, I am sorry that you could subscribe to the editorship of a publication involving such
flagrant use of our materials. It would appear that ordinary courtesy, cooperation and the best
interests of trail use would dictate a policy of non-competition with small organizations carrying
on praiseworthy objectives. This is apart from any issue of principle — or lack of it —involved
here. I feel, however, that before this matter is finished, you will have occasion to question the
wisdom of both decisions.
November 15,1945. R. Webb Noyes, Stonington, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Avery:
I have a copy of the Maine Guide at my camp at Onawa, but I suppose it is the 3d edition, since
it is not loose-leaf, and the supplement insertions to the 4th edition are. Is a 5th edition
contemplated for the near future? How much, does either the 4th or the 5th sell for? My thanks
for the material promised in the fourth paragraph of your letter. (No, the sixth.)
Thanks for your observations on Onawa. I don’t know how I can be relied upon to check the
route up there for you, since I get away for only a short period each year now, and every
alternate year I shall probably spend in Indiana with my wife and her folks. It would, however,
be a pleasurable assignment.
Sometime when you have a little leisure, let me know your feeling about agitating for a state
park status for such beauty spots as Onawa.
November 24, 1945. Myron Avery to Mr. & Mrs. Storey, West Carry Pond Camps.
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Storey:
I suppose that by now winter is very much upon the Dead River country and that you are living
in your "city house".
Down here we have had no more than a few cool days and a touch of frost.
You manifested considerable interest in the Mt. Bigelow article and when I was looking over my
papers again I found something that I thought might be of interest to your West Carry Pond
Camps. I had originally intended to have a copy of this put into the article but due to the delay in
getting the work done, the article appeared without the reproduction of the map. I had a couple of
photostats made and I thought that with the explanation that it was the oldest map of the Carry
Ponds area, it will be something which you would find of interest to put under glass and hang in
the camp living room.
It is of interest to me to see how accurate the shape of the Ponds is and particularly Arnold Point.
In 1760 there had certainly been few white men in that area.
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There is nothing much to say about the situation here. Miss Park finally returned from the Great
Smokies where she was endeavoring to obtain treatment to cure her stomach ulcer. She is
somewhat improved but on a restricted diet. Otherwise there is little to write about.
I am wondering if, now that the brook has frozen, the Game Wardens have made any progress in
getting rid of the beavers. We have not had any opportunity to look at the pictures taken on the
Maine trip, so I do not know how good they are.
I hope Mr. Storey will bear in mind to find out, if he can, how closely any lumbering on Bates
Ridge gets to the Trail route.
P.S. The map has gone forward under separate cover.
November 30, 1945. Myron Avery to Paul R. Jenks, 141-48 33rd Ave., Flushing, N.Y.
Dear Mr. Jenks:
By reason of your early pioneering and interest in the Mahoosuc Range, I thought it would be of
very considerable interest to you to have a copy of the new U.S. Geological Survey Old Speck
Quadrangle, so I am having the Survey send it to you.
It would undoubtedly come to your attention in time, of course, but I would like for you to have
it immediately.
P.S. For many reasons, which you will appreciate, I have had copies sent to Mr. Goodrich and to
Mr. Blood.
It is always of interest to see on a map country which one has pioneered.
Dictated by Captain Avery but transcribed and to avoid delay mailed in his absence.
November 30, 1945. Myron Avery to U.S. Geological Survey, Washington 26, D.C.
Gentlemen:
I wish to request that copies of the new Old Speck, Maine, Quadrangle be mailed as follows:
1 each to:
Mr. Stanley Attwood, Box 165, Lewiston, Maine.
Mr. Harold York, Chief Firewarden, Oquossuc, Maine.
Hon. Raymond Rendall, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Me.
Mr. Paul R. Jenks, 141 - 48, 33rd Avenue, Flushing, N.Y.
Lieut. Hoch Reid, U.S.N.R., 6297 Wissioming Road, Washington 61, D.C.
Mr. Joe Dodge, Pinkham Notch Camp, Gorham, N.H.
Mr. Nathaniel Goodrich, Librarian, Dartmouth College, Hanover, N.H.
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Miss Adelaide Meserve, 5 Joy St., Boston, Mass.
Mr. Charles W. Blood, Barristers Hall, Boston, Mass.
2 to:
Dr. Egbert H, Walker, Smithsonian Institution, Washington 25, D.C.
4 to:
Captain Myron H, Avery, U.S.N.R., Appalachian Trail Conference, 806 17th Street, N.W.,
Washington 6, D.C.
I would appreciate your indicating on the label the origin of these maps, which should be
charged to the Appalachian Trail Conference quota.
I appreciate your courtesy in handling this order.
Dictated by Captain Avery but transcribed and to avoid delay mailed in his absence.
{Copy sent Douglass Burnett.}
December 5, 1945. Myron Avery to Fannie H. Eckstorm, Brewer, Maine
Dear Mrs. Eckstorm:
I am writing about a matter which except for your blizzard of last week-end I would have hoped
to have spoken to you in person on Sunday the 2nd.
I was in Boston and planning to leave for a day’s visit to Lubec. I have a 30-mile automobile ride
from the end of the railroad and the cancellation of Pullman necessitates making the trip in the
day and as I have few free days these count up. I had expected to return on Saturday night to
Bangor and take the train out Sunday noon. This arrangement would have given me a chance to
make a short call on you. This letter explains what I am afraid is something of an imposition.
Mr. H. L. Robinson, who is the Insurance Manager of the Mystic Steamship Company, has
developed an extraordinary interest in the Mount Washington and New Hampshire land grants.
His research has taken the form of an item in the rather juvenile publication, The Whitefielian
yearbook. I brought this item to the attention of Appalachia and Mr. Robinson is now revising
his material for an item for Appalachia.
What interested me in the article was to see the activity of our good friends Coe and Pingree,
whose Maine activities are well known to you. I had not appreciated that they had also fished in
the muddied waters of commercial activities on Mt. Washington. Mr. Robinson has no
knowledge whatever of the Coe and Pingree activities.
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I believe that you told me that Stephen Wheatland of Bangor represented the Pingree estate. If I
am correct, I would like to put Mr. Robinson in touch with Mr. Wheatland on the chance that he
might develop some data which might tie in with his material. You also might have some
suggestions or information which would be of help to Mr. Robinson. If so, I would appreciate
your letting me know what I could pass on to him.
I do not wish to seem to impose on you in any way but I did want to make sure that in his
research Mr. Robinson did not overlook some important source.
There is no need of returning the yearbook, which I have sent under separate cover. The item
starts at p. 67.
December 8, 1945. Myron Avery to U.S. Geological Survey, Washington, D.C.
Gentlemen:
Recently, at our request, you sent out certain copies of the Old Speck, Maine, Quadrangle which
covers a portion of The Appalachian Trail in Maine.
For consideration in future revisions of this sheet, we thought it advisable to make a matter of
record the situation with respect to the nomenclature of the mountain in the central part of the
sheet.
We believe you may find this nomenclature the subject of some correspondence. The map would
indicate that Baldpate is one peak of Saddleback Mountain. You will find the usage discussed at
p. 295 of the 4th edition of Guide to The Appalachian Trail In Maine. We believe that the usage
generally warrants the elimination of the term, Saddleback Mountain, designating the entire
Mountain as Baldpate Mountain, the two peaks as East (3812) and West, respectively.
We thought it advisable to pass on these observations for consideration in any future editions.
December 9, 1945. Myron Avery to H. L. Robinson, Mystic Steamship Co., Boston, Mass.
Dear Mr. Robinson:
1 have in mind my commitment with respect to the Maine representative of the Coe-Pingree
estate. I think I can best convey what I have been able to develop by sending to you Mrs.
Eckstorm’s letter of December 5. Please return it to me.
For Mrs. Eckstorm’s knowledge of the Maine woods, see her PENOBSCOT MAN, written in the
last century.
I hope that these leads may he of some value to you.
By the way, I infer that you have consulted only the printed report on the lawsuit to which you
refer. If this is the case, I suggest that you endeavor to examine the papers filed in the case.
Frequently no mention is made in the printed report of numerous depositions containing data of

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1945 – Compiled by David Field – Page

161

the type in which you are interested but which had no particular bearing on the legal points
involved. I do not know exactly where these papers would be located, but application to the
Clerk of the Federal Court, with a citation to the printed record of the case, will develop this
information. If that office does not have a record, due to the lapse of time, it will have available
the Survey of Federal Archives in the States; the Federal Courts, a mimeographed booklet issued
to embody the work done by the Historical Records Survey under the auspices of The National
Archives, and this work will furnish the information. You can probably see a copy of this in the
Public Library also.
Dictated by Captain Avery, but transcribed and to avoid delay mailed in his absence.
December 12, 1945. Adelaide Storey, West Carry Pond Camps, to Myron Avery. [Handwritten]
Dear Mr. Avery and all A.T.
Have had you in mind for several days, but the days aren’t long enough for me to do all the
things I should so that’s one reason why you haven’t heard from us, and too, I’ve been waiting to
see Mr. Viles about the tools. Elwyn saw him and told him what Mr. Rackliffe said, and he said
that there surely wasn’t any tools there and that the party had come and got the engine etc. etc.
So I guess you’ll have to let them rust along with the other shears that were lost on the last work
trip.
We received the map and were very much pleased with it and will surely be proud to have it
hang on the wall at camp. We both thank you very much. We surely appreciate your
thoughtfulness in sending it to us. Also we thank you for the write up on the work trip, it was
very good and we enjoyed that as well as the other articles. Mr. Richardson surely described
Miss Stephenson’s headaches to a T.
Well as you may guess we are at our winters quarters and we have Louise home altho we only
see her a little while each day as she leaves at 7:30 A.M. and it’s any where from 4 to 6 P.M.
before she gets home. She likes school very much this year and gets very good rank.
Not much news only that we hear the Central Maine Power Co. is to start cutting the right of way
for their new road to the fish hatchery and the dam. Surveyors have been working all Fall and the
C.M.P. men have been around trying to get people to sell out so we wonder if at last they really
are going to do anything. This road crosses our trail just below the old snowmobile.
We miss Mrs. Taylor a lot and I guess she misses her old neighbors for I hear from her real often
begging for news.
We have quite a little snow altho it has settled and we got a rain last week that made a hard crust.
Our first storm of the season was a nasty one which stuck to the trees then it turned to rain and
just crusted it on, then we got more snow and of course couldn’t help but pile up on the already
bent over trees, so the tote road and woods are sadly bent. It’s a shame to see them bent over and
it makes the scenery beautiful. In the heavy growth along the trail it looks like a solid white wall.
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I was wondering the other day as we came out if people would think that we had snow way to
our ears where Elwyn cut the bent over trees out of the trail.
We saw in last night’s paper where the deer kill for Maine this season was 24,882 and Mr. Stobie
thought it would have reached 26,000 if we’d had decent hunting the last week. Our hunters tell
us that the beaver are still going strong at Jerome. We haven’t heard whether the warden’s
succeeded in getting that opened up for trapping or not. Well I must close, wishing you all the
best for the coming season.
December 15, 1945. Myron Avery to Roland Hoar, The Forks, Maine.
Dear Mr. Hoar:
Through some oversight the pair of pruning shears which I had told you I was going to have sent
in to your camps on our return to Washington was not sent that time. I have just been told that it
was mailed by parcel post, addressed to you, a few days ago. I hope it arrives safely, and that
coming at this time, with road conditions as they must be, it will cause no difficulty in
connection with getting it in.
Miss Stephenson tells me that when the Bulletin of the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club was
received from the printer, a few weeks ago, she had a copy mailed to you, as it contained Mr.
Richardson’s account of the work trip this past summer, and we thought you would enjoy seeing
it.
I suppose you are having deep snow by this time. Are you staying at the camps this winter? The
weather here has been mild until the last week, when we had a few inches of snow, which,
however, is almost gone in the city now.
Those who were on the trip this summer asked to be remembered to you and to Mrs. Hoar. They
have made many comments as to their enjoyment of your camps, your hospitality and Mrs.
Hoar’s culinary achievements!
December 21, 1945.
ADDITIONS TO SUPPLEMENTS TO THE MAINE GUIDE
There were distributed in December 1945 to all purchasers of Guide to The Appalachian Trail in
Maine and of the Katahdin Reprint, whose addresses are registered with The Appalachian Trail
Conference, copies of large scale maps of portions of the Katahdin Region Map (No. 3). These
maps are:
Lower Nesowadnehunk Stream, Daicey Pond and Kidney Pond Regions (Map No. 3A)
The Traveler (Map No. 3B)
Additional copies may he obtained by sending 10 cents to the Appalachian Trail Conference.
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December 31, 1945. Guy P. Butler, Executive Manager, State of Maine Publicity Bureau, to
Myron Avery.
Dear Captain Avery:
Thank you very much for your interesting letter of December 21st.
I am delighted to know that you are back on the job and making plans for an active year.
At the present time, we have eighteen copies of the guide and twenty-one copies of the Katahdin
Reprint on hand in our various offices.
I am enclosing our check in the amount of $26.40 covering sales of seven guides and thirty-six
Reprints up to this date.
I hardly think we will need any more of the books for the immediate future, but would like to
have the maps for insertion in current stock.
Copies0 for

Katahdin file
Maine Guide
Miss Stephenson
Assistant Secretaries to circulate

1945.
FOR APPALACHIA, to be inserted under "Book Reviews"
Old John Neptune and Other Maine Indian Shamans. By Fannie Hardy Eckstorm. 209 pp. Illus.
Privately printed, 1945.
This work will appeal to persons of diverse interests, for it is an unusual book, on an unusual
theme, which is developed in an unusual manner. Historians, students of Indian folk-lore, those
interested in the Maine woods, its place names and background, and those interested in styles of
writing and methods of presenting a subject will find much of value here.
Mrs. Eckstorm is, of course, the authority on Maine Indians, folk-lore and local history. In this
book she tells the story of John Neptune, a Penobscot Indian who was Lieutenant-Governor of
his tribe for many years, and whose career and views had a definite influence on the relationship
of the Indians with the State and with their white neighbors.
It is not, however, the conventional biography. Mrs. Eckstorm sets the stage by telling of her
family's long-time acquaintance with the Old Town Indians and particularly with John Neptune
and of her discovery of the belief held by his fellow Indians in his shamanistic (or magical)
powers. She develops the theme by giving an account of the various tribes of Maine Indians,
interspersed many historical incidents introduced as casually as though they were all matters of
common knowledge. Bit by bit she shows how she found one fact here and another there. The
reader accompanies her in her search for data, in the weighing of evidence and in welding the
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myriad tiny pieces into one satisfyingly complete whole. Gradually, John Neptune emerges as
the dominant character that he was. In seeing him, though, the reader sees also the Maine Indian
and the Maine country as of one hundred years ago. The resulting volume is as fascinating as
fiction and as satisfying as only good history can be.
There is a tremendous wealth of incidental information in the book. The author’s careful and
pains-taking “de-bunking” of Father
pretensions as a historian is conclusive. Not too
technical for the layman is the discussion of Indian dialects and the meaning of Indian placenames still found in Maine. Light is thrown on the corruption of French baptismal names into the
versions used in legends of the Maine woods to-day; it is a far cry from “Jean Baptiste” to “Sebat”
or from "Stephen” to "Aittean” until the intermediate steps are shown.
The genealogies of the Indian families which are important to an understanding of the tribal
arrangements, are worked out in such a masterly manner that they hold the interest of the average
reader.
The underlying theme of Indian belief in supernatural powers as exercised by human beings is
described with a sympathetic touch and leaves the reader with the feeling that it was reasonable
for them so to explain the dominance of certain leaders.
Whether dealing with the central character, "the Old Governor", his lawless loves, his sin, the
expiation, his return to power, and his successful fight for individualism and education for his
people, or with the genealogies, the fight with the mythical monster “wiwiliameeq”, the
descriptions of woods scenes and Thoreau's contacts with the Indians, the story is told in Mrs.
Eckstorm’s inimitable deft and readable fashion. Alternatively, one pictures the scene or seeks,
instinctively, to memorize the expression. Characteristic are the sentences:
“The brook is a trunk sewer now; its steep banks of clay are brick house walls in distant cities."
and
“Many a good cause would have failed if only the saints had supported it.”
The entire book can be summed up in the word, “fascinating”.
It was privately printed, in a limited edition, but copies say be obtained (as long as they last)
from the author, Mrs. Fannie Hardy Eckstorm, 173 Wilson St., Brewer, Maine. (Price $5.50.)
For Appalachia Notes:
DIRECTIONS FOR CLIMBING KATAHDIN – 1900
A source of extraordinary interest for the recreational history of the Maine wilderness is the
series of “In the Maine Woods", published by the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad. An
unfortunate fire in 1909 destroyed pre-existing issues so that, as far as known, there are only two
nearly complete sets. Recently there became available a copy of the 1898 issue. This issue is of
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great interest in its particular emphasis on the methods of approach to the various recreational
centers of the Maine woods and their specific attractions. It is inevitable there should be included
directions for climbing Katahdin. As of 1900, the dark age of Katahdin history, the recreationist
was advised as follows:
The surrounding scenery is mountainous, grand and impressive. Irving Hunt has a camp
on the Sourdnahunk Stream; but if the ponds are to be fished, it would be as well to get
your guide to take along a canvas tent, as it is much more comfortable sleeping under
canvas than under dripping boughs of trees wet nights. The best way to reach these
waters is by steamer Gypsie from Norcross to the head of Ambejejus Lake, fifteen miles,
and then the balance by canoe and carry up the West Branch. We cannot give a selection
of flies for these waters, as it is a question, not what will they take, but what they will not
take. They would rise to anything we presented to them. We should advise any one
fishing these waters to use a large single fly, say on a No. 4 hook. Although this is such a
fine fishing ground, it is also the doorway or beginning of the finest big-game region in
Maine. Drop down the West Branch until the trail is struck for Mount Katahdin slide.
When here, if the reader has a fancy to feast his eyes on caribou, he can do so, but it will
require considerable exertion. About nine miles from the river the foot of the slide is
reached. Camp here for the night; on the morrow, bright and early, take breakfast, and
then start up the slide. About 4,700 feet climbing will bring you to the top of the
mountain,— it seems like 47,000 feet when you are climbing it. The guide can carry up a
lunch, and by a little gentle persuasion be induced to take a rifle, too. You will have all
you care to take care of in yourself. When at the top, if your guide has brought the rifle,
select the best head you see, and then get it for the guide to take down in place of the
lunch he brought up. There is a semi-circular plateau like a horseshoe on the top of this
mountain, about three miles long by one broad. Generally there are many caribou on it; as
many as one hundred and fifty have been counted at one time. During this past fall, we
believe in October, a well-known Maine hunter took a trip to the top of Katahdin. On
arriving at the north table-land, he counted a herd of sixty caribou.
No pen can adequately describe the awe-inspiring grandeur of the scene lying at the feet
of the tourist who climbs this mountain on a fine day. Probably a distance of thirty to
forty miles can be traced by the eye in all directions, seemingly an illimitable and
unbroken forest and wilderness. A hundred and fifty lakes and ponds stand out
shimmering and sparkling like so many gems set in the sombre green of the forest's
foliage.
This view alone, and its effects on the mind and nerves, is more than sufficient a dozen
times over to repay anyone the arduous toil and exertion of the ascent.
The emphasis was not on the view or the extraordinary aspects of the mountain but the
opportunity to hunt caribou. This is a marked contrast with the Katahdin Game Preserve of today.
Incidentally, Appalachia, in the
issue carried a note of the source materials on
caribou at Katahdin, reproducing what is probably the last photograph of caribou on the
mountain.
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The West Branch approach and particularly the camps, such as Joe Francis' Debsconeag and
others now abandoned, along the West Branch, come in for their full share of commendation. To
those who have traveled The Appalachian Trail in Maine or have made the West Branch or East
Branch canoe trips, the narratives of the early Issues of "In the Maine Woods" form most
delightful reading and a marked contrast to the present-day conditions.
{Copy in Katahdin; unprinted articles}
January, 1945.
Changes to be made if Trail is reachable at Rainbow-Nesowadnehunk Trail.
Signs for the Appalachian Trail in Maine. (Seventh Revision) Page 7
Section 2
13. At .96 m. (end of dam), trail to
Lily Pad Pond.
Lily Pad Pond app. ¼ m.→
A.T.C.
14. At .97 m. side trail to Little Niagara
Falls.
←Little Niagara Falls
A.T.C.
15. At 1.17 m. side trail to Big Niagara
Falls
←Big Niagara Falls
A.T.C.

21. Same place as No. 20.Nesowadnehunk Falls
Twin Pine Camps, Daicey Pond
A.T.C.

22. Same place as No. 21.Clifford’s West Branch Camp
A.T.C.

16. At 2.43 m., where A.T. leaves
Nesowadnehunk Tote-road.

24. Same place as No. 23.-

←To mouth of Nesowadnehunk Stream
A.T.C.
app. 1 m.

←Appalachian Trail
Rainbow Mountain
East Shore Rainbow Lake
Rainbow Lake Camps
A.T.C.

Appalachian Trail
Nesowadnehunk Cable Bridge .72 m. →
←Twin Pine Camps
2.43 m.
A.T.C.

→

23. Junction of Appalachian Trail and
Rainbow-Nesowadenhunk Trail.←Rainbow-Nesowadenhunk Trail
←North Shore Rainbow Lake
A.T.C.

17. Same place as No. 16

2.26 m. →
5.46 m. →

m.

m.
m.
m.

25. At north shore of Rainbow Lake
Rainbow Lake Ferry
→
←Appalachian Trail
m.
←Daicey Pond
7.95 m.
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18. At 3.2 m. Penobscot West Branch
(Cedar Post), South Bank
Appalachian Trail →
Nesowadnehunk-Rainbow Trail
Clifford’s Rainbow Lake Camps
A.T.C.

←Katahdin
A.T.C.

15.1 m.

.27 m.
6.96 m.

19. Same place as No. 18
←Appalachian Trail
York’s Camps, Daicey Pond
Katahdin Stream Campsite
Katahdin
A.T.C.

3.2 m.
5.13 m.
10.35 m.

20. At Horse Race Brook.←Appalachian Trail
Rainbow-Nesowadnehunk Trail
m.
Rainbow Mtn.
m.
North Shore Rainbow Lake via
Rainbow-Nesowadnehunk Trail 2.5 m.
Rainbow Lake Camps
m.
A.T.C.
Signs for the Appalachian Trail in Maine. (Seventh Revision) Page 10
These changes will be required in the Sign List if the trail is relocated in Section 4, to follow the
Prentiss Valley Road.
Section 4
32. At 1.57 m.
←Appalachian Trail
Wadleigh Pond
Nahmakanta Lake Lean-to
A.T.C.
33. Same place as No. 32.
Pollywog Pond

1.35 m.
5.8 m.

.16 m. →

34. At 2.81 m. lower left corner of field,
Wadleigh Farmsite.
←Appalachian Trail
Wadleigh Farmsite
Muskrat Meadows (Pond)
m.

36C. Same place as No. 36B.
←Nahmakanta Lake Lean-to
←Mahar Campground
←Lower Joe Mary Lake
A.T.C.

m.
m.
m.

36D. Same place as No. 36C.
Muskrat Meadows
m.→
Penobscot Lake
m. →
Kokadjo-B Pond Road
(obscure route)
m→
A.T.C.
37. At 6.18 m.Prentiss Valley Road→
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Nahmakanta Lake Lean-to
A.T.C.
35. Same place as No. 34:Wadleigh Valley Road
←Nahmakanta Lake
A.T.C.
36. Same place as No. 35.Wadleigh Pond
(Fine view)
A.T.C.

4.56 m.

2.5 m.

.1 m→

36A. At
m. where sled trail to Muskrat
Pond leaves Appalachian Trail, between
Muskrat Meadows and Wadleigh Farmsite.
Muskrat Pond
m. →
A.T.C.
36B. At trail junction at Muskrat
Meadows,
m. from Nahmakanta Lake.
Appalachian Trail→
Wadleigh Farmsite
m.
Nahmakanta Lake Camps
m.
A.T.C.

A.T.C.
38. Same place as No. 37.Appalachian Trail →
Muskrat Meadows (Pond)
Wadleigh Farmsite
Nahmakanta Lake Camps
A.T.C.
39. At 7.3 m.
Appalachian Trail
←Nahmakanta Lake Lean-to 350 ft.
Mahar Campground
4.5 m. →
A.T.C.
40. Same place as No. 39.←Appalachian Trail
Spring
Nahmakanta Lake Camps
Rainbow Lake Lean-to
Katahdin
A.T.C.

350 ft.
7.3 m.
11.97 m.
32.61 m.

41. Same place as No. 40
←Nahmakanta Lake Lean-to
A.T.C.
Three arrows two to point right and one left.

Signs for the Appalachian Trail in Maine (Seventh Revision) Page 38.
Note: Relocation of Section 2 with Rainbow-Nesowadnehunk Trail would require change in
distances in signs
3, 12, 18, 26, 30, 32, 40, 41, 47
and on p. “List of Changes”
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